
OBSERVING A CIVIC HOLIDAY THROUGH THE LENSE OF FAITH 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship (Responsively, with notes from hymn #610): 

Listen for the sound of the presence of God in this place. 

Piano music (symbolizing the approach of God) 

 Listen, and try to hear footsteps divine. 

Piano music (further symbolizing God’s nearing) 

*Let those who are able stand and let all get ready to meet the Lord 

who is drawing near. 

 Piano music (signaling God’s arrival) 

 The Lord! The Lord! The Lord our God! Majestic is God’s name! 

Piano music (celebrating God’s presence) 

  

*Prayer of Confession (Unison):  

God most holy and glorious, we bow in your presence. Here, in 

this circled camp of ours, read, by your sacred lamp, the righteousness 

and the unrighteousness of our hearts. Sift us before your judgment 

seat. Make us swift to answer the call to praise, swifter than we have 

been; and make our feet jubilant in your service, more jubilant than 

they have been. Make us holy and set us free to live to the honor of 

your glory and the advancement of your truth. Amen. 

   

*Assurance of Pardon (Responsively): 

The light of the glory of God has shone in the face of Jesus. 

The light of the glory of God shines forth from the cross of Jesus 

to tell of pardon and peace to all who look to the Lord. 

Forgiven of sin through the gracious miracle of Christ, go, and sin no 

more. 

And let happy gratitude become loyal mission and service far-

reaching. 

 

*My Eyes Have Seen the Glory (refrain only) 

 

Prayer of Dedication (Unison): 

O God of truth who calls forth devotion to all that is true, we 

bring a Memorial Day remembrance that countless souls have paid 

that price Lincoln called “the last full measure of devotion.” In 

gratitude for all we have inherited through the sacrifices of others, 

especially the sacrifice that outshines all sacrifices, the sacrifice of 

Jesus Christ our Lord, we humbly offer these gifts and pray that we be 

dedicated to the untarnishable truth and to the common good. Amen. 

 

Recorded Hymn:           How Beautiful, Our Spacious Skies  

*Let those who are able, stand for the fourth and last verse. 

 

Scripture Reading:                          Acts 12:1-5 

 

Sermon:                                     The Death of James 

About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who 

belonged to the church. He had James, the brother of John, killed 

with the sword. Acts 12:1-2 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 

*Benediction 

 

Postlude 

 

 An asterisk (*) where those who are able should stand as an act of worship. 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Next Sunday, June 6, our worship time transitions to 9 o’clock. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS 

Our summer worship hours will begin next Sunday, June 6 at 9am. 

 

 

POST-WORSHIP PROTOCOL 

Part of our re-opening protocol for in-person worship has involved sanitizing the 

used areas after worship. Council members have been doing this work but, 

understandably, they may be less available in the summer months. And so they 

are appealing for help. The work is not hard and does not take long. An email to 

Mark (myurs@salemchurchverona.org) will get you on the list of willing helpers. 

Someone will show you what needs to be done after a worship service. Thanks! 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Our pastor, Mark Yurs, will be retiring in August after serving Salem for 30 years. 

His last worship service will be on August 1 and the congregation plans to honor 

Mark and Sherrol with an open house after the 9am service.  

Details will be shared in the weeks to come. Mark your calendar now and share 

this with others who might be interested. Please provide Cara Bahr 

(cbahr@salemchurchverona.org) with contact information for anyone who is not 

currently part of our congregation that may want to attend. 


