
September 26, 2021 Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Stewardship Moment             Barb Smith 

 

*Call to Worship (responsively): 

Our help is in the strength of God, who created all that is. 

Who are we, that God remembers us? 

Our blessings come from God, giver of all good gifts. 

Who are we, to be graced by God’s bounty. 

Our salvation comes from God, light in our darkness. 

Who are we, to be redeemed by God’s love? 

Our calling as servants and friends comes from God, whose image we 

reflect. 

Who are we, that God’s Spirit shines out from us? 

All praise to the living God! 

 

Hymn (choir will sing):      God of Grace and God of Glory    

God of grace and God of glory, 

on thy people pour thy power; 

crown the ancient church's story; 

bring its bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 

Save us from weak resignation 

to the evils we deplore; 

let the search for thy salvation 

be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

serving thee whom we adore, 

serving thee whom we adore.  

 

*Prayer of Confession (responsively): 

Throughout history, we human beings have sought to be totally 

self-reliant, insulated from the realities of life, sometimes even 

locked away in towers of isolation and insulation from the 

community that can both nurture us and challenge us.     

Yet, to be open to God, we need to be open to God’s family 

around us, others with whom we share God’s good creation.  

God of grace and God of glory, we live in difficult times. 

We confess that we do not ask for the help of others – to pray for us.   

We do not seek the wisdom of others – to advise us. 

Even more hurtful to ourselves, we do not seek your power – to 

uphold us. 

In your great mercy and understanding, forgive us.     

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days. 

 

*Assurance of Pardon (responsively): 

Jesus has said to us, “You are the light of the world.   You are the salt of 

the earth.”  Through faith, we hope to be so filled with the light of God’s 

love that it radiates outward to all. 

Through hope, we love as Christ loves us, adding spice to daily 

life, that many will come to the feast of our God. 

Through love, we accept the power of God, to find in community 

that which we cannot provide for ourselves – the life of faith to 

which we are called.    

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 

Cancel Choir Anthem:              Though I May Speak            

Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire, 

and have not love, my words are vain as sounding brass and hopeless gain. 

Though I may give all I possess, and striving so my love profess, 

but not be given by love within, the profit soon turns strangely thin. 

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, our spirits long to be made whole. 

Let inward love guide every deed; by this we worship, and are freed. 

 

Gospel Reading:            Mark 9: 38-41 

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons 

in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not 

following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who 

does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to 

speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell 

you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear 

the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 

 

Sermon:           “Barrier-Free Faith”      Dr. Robinson 

 



Hymn:                The Summons      [Bell & Maule]  

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 

and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 

Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 

*Benediction 

 

Postlude                 

 

An asterisk (*) where those who are able should stand as an act of worship. 

 

 

 

 

Monday, September 27  6PM - Quilting Group 

Wednesday, September 29 6:30PM - Bells 

Sunday, October 3   World Communion Sunday 

     One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 

     9AM - Sunday School 

     10:15AM - Worship 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MADISON AREA CROP WALK FOR HUNGER 

CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide events sponsored by Church World 

Service and organized by local congregations or groups to raise funds to end 

hunger at home and around the world. The Salem Youth have been fighting 

hunger locally by growing and donating produce to BPNN. The youth have now 

formed a team to participate in the Madison Area Crop Walk on October 17. The 

Salem congregation is invited to join the youth team to have an even greater 

impact on hunger locally and around the world. Please consider walking with 

the Salem Youth on October 17 @ 1pm. The walk begins and ends at First 

Congregational UCC, 1609 University Ave, Madison. You can also choose to 

make a monetary pledge to support the youth in their Crop Walk for Hunger. 

Registration and donation information will be available Sunday morning after 

the worship service.  
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