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WORSHIPING THE RISEN CHRIST DURING A TIME OF NATIONAL EMERGENCY 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship (Responsively): 

 Stay where you are. 

  It is the right thing to do to stay safer at home, going nowhere unnecessarily. 

 But come and worship. Join in the songs and prayers of the people of God. 

Join in the praise of God from the place you are. It is the right thing to do. 

We shall be led one day back into society, back into the public, back into the comings 

and goings of life. 

But not yet. For now, stay where you are. It is the right thing to do. Praise 

God who will one day lead us forth. It is the best thing to do. 

   

Opening Prayer (Unison): 

  O God, who alone knows the times and the seasons, who sees us in our lonely 

and fraught confinement, and who brings to us here and now light and presence 

divine, help us in these moments of devotion to trust in your presence and in your 

love, and to find ways to praise you, ways that honor your goodness, lift our spirits, 

and fill us with hope and courage for the living of these days. Amen.  

 

Hymn:                                          O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison): 

 O God whom we glorify with our lips and hope to glorify with our lives, 

everywhere on the news we are hearing a call for testing and more of it. Test our 

nation, indeed, for we have much to confess and much to be cleansed from our 

national soul. Forgive that fact that we seem more ready to disagree with one 

another than to work together toward solutions that will benefit all. Forgive our 

restlessness that refuses to ride this thing out with the patience that is needed. 

Forgive our readiness to be guided by fear and greed and boredom. Forgive our 

dullness that is not seeing what we can be learning now of proper priorities and the 

difference between want and need. Forgive our foolish pride, and re-clothe us in a 



rightful mind. Grant us the healing that comes from your gracious and wonderful 

hand. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Recognition of Sunday School Teachers 

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 

ever. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading:                                   Acts 12:1-11 

 

Sermon:                            When God Works Release from Confinement 

The angel said to him, “Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.” He did so. Then he 

said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.”                     Acts 12:8 

 

Hymn:                                      Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing                                   

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                                
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