
CELERATING LIFE TOGETHER IN ANTICIPATION OF NEW LEADERSHIP 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship:         O My Soul, Bless Your Creator (vs. 1-2)                       13 

One: O my soul, bless your Creator; all within me bless God’s name; 

   Music 

 All: Bless your Maker, and forget not all God’s mercies to proclaim. 

   Music 

 One: God forgives all your transgressions 

 Right: all who suffer, gently heals 

   Music 

 One: God redeems you from destruction, 

 Left: And with you so kindly deals. 

   Music 

  

*Prayer of Confession (Unison): 

 We look to your steadfast love, O God, and to the mercy that is 

never-ending. We claim neither status nor merit. We are among those 

who have fallen short of heaven’s expectations. Now and then we have 

lived like the prodigal young man in Jesus’ story – we have gone off, far 

away from you, forgetful of you, and insistent upon our own way, and it 

has led to our disappointment. More often we have been like the older 

son in that story – persons who have taken for granted all the 

goodness around us, living unappreciatively, remembering you but not 

loving you, and it has led to spiritual numbness. Bring us around to the 

right, O Heavenly Father, and help us to find our way as your children 

once again. Amen. 

  

*Assurance of Pardon (Responsively): O My Soul, Bless Your Creator (v. 3)     13 

 One: Far as east from west is distant, 

 All: God has put away our sin. 

 One: Like a mother and a father, 

 All: God compassionate has been 

 

Piano Verse:                 Blessed Be the Tie That Binds                              393 

 

Reception of Members                                                  Terry and Linda McNamara 

Invitation and Sentences from Scripture 

Questions of the Candidates 

Affirmation of Faith 

 Address and Question about Participation 

 *Welcome and Reception (Unison): 

We welcome you with joy in the common life of this 

church. We promise you our friendship and prayers as we share 

the hopes and labors of the church of Jesus Christ. By the power 

of the Holy Spirit may we continue to grow together in God’s 

knowledge and love and be witnesses of our risen Savior. 

Greeting of Christian Love 

Prayer of Blessing 

 

Piano Verse:                      Blessed Be the Tie That Binds                                  393 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading:                      Psalm 103:1-5   

 

Sermon:                    Six Reasons to Celebrate God the Father 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits Ps. 103:2 

 

Hymn (Spoken Responsively):   Now Thank We All Our God                             419 

Men: 

Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices, 

Who from our parents’ arms, has blessed us on our way 

With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

Women: 

O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us, 

And keep us still in grace, and guide us when perplexed, 

And free us from all ills in this world and the next. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

POST-WORSHIP PROTOCOL 

Part of our re-opening protocol for in-person worship has involved sanitizing the 

used areas after worship. Council members have been doing this work but, 

understandably, they may be less available in the summer months. And so they 

are appealing for help. The work is not hard and does not take long. An email to 

Mark (myurs@salemchurchverona.org) will get you on the list of willing helpers. 

Someone will show you what needs to be done after a worship service. Thanks! 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Our pastor, Mark Yurs, will be retiring in August after serving Salem for 30 years. 

His last worship service will be on August 1 and the congregation plans to honor 

Mark and Sherrol with an open house after the 9am service.  

Details will be shared in the weeks to come. Mark your calendar now and share 

this with others who might be interested. Please provide Cara Bahr 

(cbahr@salemchurchverona.org) with contact information for anyone who is not 

currently part of our congregation that may want to attend. 

 

 

SALEM WOMEN’S GUILD 

The Salem Women’s Guild will be having a business meeting the first Thursday 

of July, which is July 1st, instead of the regular June meeting. One of the co-

chairmen, Judy Skupien, will be in California during the month of June. All Guild 

members are invited to attend, as we will be meeting outside on the patio. In 

case of rain, bring your mask as we will meet in the fellowship hall and will 

social distance per CDC guidelines. No food will be served at this meeting. 

Psalm 103:1-5 

1Bless the LORD, O my soul,  

 and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and do not forget all his benefits— 
3who forgives all your iniquity,  

 who heals all your diseases, 
4who redeems your life from the Pit,  

 who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 
5who satisfies you with good as long as you live 

 so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

All: 

All praise and thanks to God our Maker now be given, 

To Christ, and Spirit, too, our help in highest heaven, 

The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore, 

For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore. 

 

*Benediction 

 

Postlude 

 

 An asterisk (*) where those who are able should stand as an act of worship. 

 

 


