
CELERATING LIFE TOGETHER IN ANTICIPATION OF NEW LEADERSHIP 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude 

 

Call to Worship  

 

Opening Prayer (Responsively):   

Selected phrases from God, Speak to Me, That I May Speak 

God, speak to me, that I may speak in living echoes of your tone 

O lead me, God, that I may lead, some wanderers along life’s way 

O feed me so that I may feed your hungry ones without delay 

O fill me with your fullness, God, your overflowing love to know 

O use me, God, use even me just as you will, and when, and where, 

Until your blessed face I see, your rest, your joy, your glory share. 

  

*Prayer of Confession (Unison):                                    New Century Hymnal, p.21 

Almighty and merciful God, you created and are creating still. In 

your presence our limits lie stark before us. We confess our unclean 

lips, our cold hearts, our turning away from neighbors, our broken 

promises, and our unrepentant hours. Forgive us, O Holy One. We 

confess that we have squandered the gifts you have given. We have 

neglected the land. We have grasped for goods. We have used each 

other. We have loved power more than people. Forgive us, O Holy One. 

Cleanse us from the illusion of innocence. Come into our hearts, and 

may us new again. We pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

  

*Assurance of Pardon (Responsively):                         New Century Hymnal, p. 22 

Almighty God, who is great in mercy and promises forgiveness of sin to all 

who truly repent and are sincere in faith, have mercy on you, pardon and 

deliver you from all sin, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 

bring you to everlasting life. 

Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading:                    2 Corinthians 4:1-7 

 

Sermon:                                Bright Hope for Tomorrow 

For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who 

has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 

glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  2 Cor. 4:6 

 

Hymn (Spoken Responsively): Break Now the Bread of Life 

Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me, as you once broke the loaves 

beside the sea; 

Beyond the sacred page I seek you Lord; my spirit yearns for 

you, O Living Word. 

Bless now the truth, dear Christ, to me, to me, as you once blessed the 

bread by Galilee; 

Then shall all bondage cease, all shackles fall, and I shall find 

my peace, my all in all. 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 Invitation 

 Prayer of Consecration 

 Words of Institution 

 Act of Communing 

 *Prayer of Thanksgiving (Unison):                  New Century Hymnal, p. 20 

Eternal God, you have called your people from east and 

west and north and south to feast at the table of Jesus Christ. 

We thank you for Christ’s presence and for the spiritual food of 

Christ’s body and blood. By the power of your Holy Spirit, keep 

us faithful to your will. God with us to the streets, to our homes, 

and to our places of labor and leisure that whether we are 

gathered or scattered, we may be the servant church of the 

servant Christ, in whose name we rejoice to pray. Amen. 

 

*Benediction 

 

Postlude 

 

 An asterisk (*) where those who are able should stand as an act of worship. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

POST-WORSHIP PROTOCOL 

Part of our re-opening protocol for in-person worship has involved sanitizing the 

used areas after worship. Council members have been doing this work but, 

understandably, they may be less available in the summer months. And so they 

are appealing for help. The work is not hard and does not take long. An email to 

Mark (myurs@salemchurchverona.org) will get you on the list of willing helpers. 

Someone will show you what needs to be done after a worship service. Thanks! 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Our pastor, Mark Yurs, will be retiring in August after serving Salem for 30 years. 

His last worship service will be on August 1 and the congregation plans to honor 

Mark and Sherrol with an open house after the 9am service.  

Details will be shared in the weeks to come. Mark your calendar now and share 

this with others who might be interested. Please provide Cara Bahr 

(cbahr@salemchurchverona.org) with contact information for anyone who is not 

currently part of our congregation that may want to attend. 

 

 

SALEM WOMEN’S GUILD 

The Salem Women’s Guild will be having a business meeting the first Thursday 

of July, which is July 1st, instead of the regular June meeting. One of the co-

chairmen, Judy Skupien, will be in California during the month of June. All Guild 

members are invited to attend, as we will be meeting outside on the patio. In 

case of rain, bring your mask as we will meet in the fellowship hall and will 

social distance per CDC guidelines. No food will be served at this meeting. 

2 Corinthians 4:1-7 
1Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this minis-

try, we do not lose heart. 2We have renounced the shameful things that one 

hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open 

statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in 

the sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 

perishing. 4In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the un-

believers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 

who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus 

Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God 

who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give 

the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7But 

we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraor-

dinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. 


