
 

 

 

 

 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

April 4, 2021                                                                                                               Easter Sunday 

 

 REBUILDING LIFE IN AND WITH JESUS CHRIST 

~ CELEBRATING THE RESURRECTION WITH JOY AND GRATITUDE ~  

 

 

Prelude:    Awake, Awake 

 

Call to Worship (Responsively): 

Let the first word of the newly emerged church be the heart of its message. 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

Let the first work of the newly emerged church be to praise the Living Christ. 

Christ the Lord is risen today! Alleluia! 

Let the “Amen” sound from God’s people again. 

Gladly, for God has given us a good, sacred, and precious gift rich with 

possibility. 

Christ the Lord is risen today! 

 Alleluia! 

Please stand if you are able, and greet the power of Easter morning, expressed in music. 

 

*Hymn Verse (organ only):     Jesus Christ is Risen Today                                          

The congregation may be seated after the organ concludes. 

 

Recorded Hymn:                         Jesus Christ is Risen Today                                          

Those with rhythm instruments may shake, rattle, and roll on every “Alleluia” 

 

Welcome 

 

A Choral Proclamation 

 

A Call to Confession (Responsively): 

Let us be honest about who we are as we come before God to worship. 

Let us draw near the throne of grace with confidence in Christ. 

 

 Prayer of Confession (Unison): 

 Living God, whose word is life and love, we are you unworthy servants, unfit 

to be in your presence. We bow in spirit before you, openly acknowledging our 

shortcomings and sins. Our hope is that, just as the Risen Christ spoke peace to the 

disciples who had forsaken him in his dire hour, you will speak peace to us in 



forgiveness and love. We make this request in the name of the one whose life we 

celebrate in this glad hour. Amen.  

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

*A Hymnic Litany (A musical responsive): The Day of Resurrection                                245 

The voice of the organ 

The day of resurrection! 

The organ speaks again 

 Earth, tell it out abroad! 

The organ, silent through the pandemic, continues its song. 

 The Passover of gladness, the Passover of God. 

The manual, the stops, and the pedals come to life 

 From death to life eternal, 

The music rises like our Lord 

 From earth unto the sky, 

The organ surrounds us with its sermon – it’s message of Easter joy 

 Our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory. 

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 

ever. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading:                                 John 20:1-18 

 

Recorded Anthem:                               In Christ Alone 

 

Sermon:                                        News from Another World 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 

to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. . . . and she 

saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying . . . . and 

saw Jesus standing there, but did not know that it was Jesus.         Jn. 20:1, 12, 14 

 

Piano and Organ Duet 

 

Dedication of Gifts (Unison): 

God most gracious, for all that comes into our lives because Christ Jesus is 

alive and with us today, we return thanks in a tangible, monetary way for the good 

of the church and its work in Christ’s name; and we pledge ourselves to you, asking 

to be made faithful, joyful, and effective servants who reflect the love of Christ and 

the wonder of the gospel. Amen. 

 

Hymn Verse (organ only):                  Jesus Shall Reign                                                        300 



 

Recorded Hymn:                                 Jesus Shall Reign                                                        300 

 

*Benediction 

 

Postlude:    Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

Video Recording and Editing 

 Salem owes tremendous gratitude to Kevin Booth, John Bass, and Jon Pundt. These three 

volunteers gave of their time each week – and continue – to video record and edit our worship 

services and to place them online and over the television for viewing. Their faithfulness to this 

work has, under God, done much to make it possible for Salem to continuing as a worshiping 

congregation under pandemic conditions. 

 

Music through the Pandemic 

 Dawn Lingard, Janet Dahl, Carrie Coenen, members of our Chancel Choir, and members 

of our bell choir have helped to sustain Salem through the pandemic as a congregation that loves 

to worship through music. We are grateful for your faithfulness in providing hymns and anthems 

which John and Kevin edited into a finished whole. 
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