
 

 

 

 

 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

April 12, 2020                                                                                                             Easter Sunday 

 

CELEBRATING EASTER DURING A TIME OF NATIONAL EMERGENCY 

 

Prelude             

 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship (Responsively): 

 Christ is risen! 

  He is risen indeed! 

 This Easter is unlike any we have had before. 

  But its truth is like all those of old! Christ is risen from the dead! 

 The stone is rolled away! The tomb is empty! Christ is alive! 

Alleluia! Let songs be heard and praise be sung! Christ is risen! He is risen 

indeed! 

 

Opening Hymn:                                 This Easter Celebration 
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Opening Prayer (Unison): 

 Eternal God made known to us in Jesus Christ who is the victor over sin and 

death, we rejoice in the truth of Easter morning and pray to be made an Easter 

people. Grant unto us the hope of knowing stones can be rolled away and of 

believing that the constraints of social distancing shall one day be lifted. Grant us 

the thrill of knowing that you come to us even now with light and life and love; lift 

our fallen spirits into the joy of worship and the peace of believing. Amen. 

 

Hymn:                                           Christ the Lord is Risen Today 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison): 

 Lord Jesus Christ, we believe. Help our unbelief. The grim news of the virus 

seems surer some days than the glorious news of the resurrection. The dire need for 

distancing seems more factual than any gospel word of your nearness. Faith is never 

easy, but it seems especially hard now. Some new and heavy stone has been rolled in 

front of life; we can’t get around it, and we fear we shan’t be rid of it. Worry weighs 

upon us. It isn’t Easter-y in our hearts. Given the circumstances we are in, we hope 

you will find none of this too sinful. Still, we want to confess it nonetheless. Take the 

dimness of our souls away, and heal us in your redeeming and life-giving love. 

Amen.  



 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Anthem:                                                 Jesus Paid It All                            Barry Robinson Chorus 

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 

ever. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading:                                 John 20:1-18 

 

Sermon:                                  The First to Emerge from Isolation 

Grace to you and peace . . . from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.                                          Revelation 1:4, 5  

 

Hymn:                                           The Day of Resurrection 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                              
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