
November7, 2021 Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

*Call to Worship (Responsively): 

What joy it is to be in worship together,  

for wherever we are, God draws us near to each other in faith! 

We come from very busy lives, filled with both joys and difficulties. 

Welcome to this time, an awareness that God will ease your burdens and 

celebrate your joys with you. 

We seek to discover hope and peace and purpose in our living. 

Whatever has happened this week in your life, know that God is with you 

and offering you peace, renewal, and blessing. 

Thank you, God, for accepting us as we are,  

and for helping us to be thankful for this community of faith,  

in which we are loved, we are supported,  

and we are welcomed always.   

Let us worship our God! 

 

Hymn:             The Church of Christ in Every Age         306 

The church of Christ in every age 

beset by change, but Spirit led, 

Must claim and test its heritage 

and keep on rising from the dead. 

Across the world, across the street, 

the victims of injustice cry 

For shelter and for bread to eat, 

and never live before they die. 

Then let the servant church arise, 

a caring church that longs to be 

A partner in Christ's sacrifice, 

and clothed in Christ's humanity. 

 

*Prayer of Confession (Responsively): 

As we open our hearts to receive God’s Word and Spirit, may we find 

healing and comfort, service and joy, that will then extend beyond us to 

bring God’s Shalom, God’s Peace, to our community and world. 

Let us pray together in one voice: 

Gracious God, so often when we look at ourselves, as individuals 

and as a congregation, we think that we cannot really make a 

difference. We may believe that only those with extraordinary 

abilities or rock-solid faith can truly serve you, or inspire others 

to commit themselves to you. So, in looking with such limited 

vision, we may miss opportunities near and far.  

How foolish we are, Lord, to decide beforehand what you can, or 

cannot, accomplish through us! Help us to look to each day with 

expectation, and to listen for your healing and strengthening 

words. Make whatever we commit to serve you, no matter how 

small in our own eyes, to become a well-spring of hope and care 

for others. Help us to bring our lives, just as they are, to you, to 

receive your gracious love, and to accept your guiding hope. For 

we ask this in Jesus' Name. Amen. 

 

*Assurance of Pardon (Responsively): 

God has blessed each one of us with unique talents and a hope that will 

not fail us.  

With joy we bring our lives, our talents, our hopes and our 

dreams, as gifts to God.  

We are blessed by God's absolute love for us.  

We rejoice in that love, and in it, we find healing and purpose. 

Amen. 

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 

Gospel Lesson:             Mark: 12:38-44 

 

Sermon:           “A Widow’s Might”     Dr. Robinson 

 

Hymn:     Where Charity and Love Prevail  (vs. 1-3)          396 

Where charity and love prevail 

There God is every found 

Brought here together by Christ’s love, 

By love are we thus bound. 

With grateful joy and holy fear 

True charity we learn; 

Let us with heart and mind and strength 

Now love Christ in return. 
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    10:15AM - Worship 
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Forgive we now each other’s faults 

As we our faults confess; 

And let us love each other well 

In Christian holiness. 

               

*Benediction 

 

Postlude   

 

An asterisk (*) where those who are able should stand as an act of worship. 

 

 

 

Scripture Reading 

Mark 12: 38-44 

Jesus Denounces the Scribes 
38 As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long 

robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and to have the 

best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! 40 They devour 

widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will 

receive the greater condemnation.” 

 

The Widow’s Offering 
41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money 

into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and 

put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43 Then he called his 

disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more 

than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have 

contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in 

everything she had, all she had to live on.” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS 

Once again, due to Covid, the collection of donations and distribution of the 

baskets will be different than in years past. Most of the food for the baskets will 

be provided through Second Harvest at no cost to Badger Prairie Needs 

Network. Congregations are asked to make monetary donations to supplement 

the food received so clients can receive pies at Thanksgiving and fruit in their 

Christmas baskets. BPNN can purchase pies for $6.50 and fruit for $20. BPNN 

is anticipating providing 400 baskets to local families both for Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. 

Checks should be made out to Salem. Please note that the check is for a 

Thanksgiving basket. Checks can be placed in the collection plate or mailed to 

church by November 14.  

Other items currently needed are aluminum roasting pans for the turkeys, 

sugar, flour and cooking oil. A donation bin is located in the fellowship hall for 

these additional items. 

Thank you for your continued generous support of our neighbors in need.  

 

WOMEN’S GUILD NEWS – HOLIDAY RAFFLE PLANNED 

The Salem Women’s Guild has made the decision to have an “In-house” Holiday 

Raffle this year! 

It will be held the first Sunday, December 5 following the church service. Also 

included will be a sale of baked goods to add to the fun. We are asking those 

who like to bring items to sell (cookies, fudge, walnuts, Pfeffernusse, etc.) to 

bring HALF the quantity because the public will not be taking part and we do not 

want lots left over. As in past years, the donation of items for the raffle will be 

greatly appreciated, and already included is Fred Wenger’s donation of a one-

week Time Share Vacation and a quilt made by Salem’s Quilting Group.  

Raffle tickets will go on sale the first Sunday in November. Cindy Remus is in 

charge of ticket sales and will be the contact person for your donations of prizes 

for the raffle. Further details will be given in the bulletin and weekly newsletters. 

If you know you can’t attend the raffle, the Guild will graciously accept a cash 

donation to help further our mission of helping people in our church family, in 

our community, and around the world. 

CDC guidelines will be followed. Note that this event is subject to cancellation 

if COVID numbers at the time prohibit inside gatherings. 

 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Thank you to all who brought forth their pledges during worship on October 

10th. An e-mail has been sent to those we haven't heard from yet with 

instructions on how to submit a pledge if you still wish to do so. You may use 

this link to submit an online pledge card  

https://salemchurch.breezechms.com/form/efe68237 . You may also pick up 

a paper pledge card at church or request that one be mailed to you. Thank you 

for your faithfulness to God and your loyalty to Salem. 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Join us on Sunday, November 14th following the 10:15am worship service. This 

is an incredibly important time for us to begin emerging from the exhausting 

pandemic experience which may have taken a great deal of energy and 

motivation out of our faith life! You may attend in person (with safe gathering 

practices in this pandemic era, as we have been doing), or join us online if we 

can set up an online link to listen and/or participate (we will keep you posted, if 

we can arrange this). 

 


