
REBUILDING LIFE IN AND WITH JESUS CHRIST 

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Prelude 

 

Recorded Introit:                           Sanctuary                       [Thompson/

Scruggs] 

The Chancel Choir   

 

Opening Prayer (Responsively):     O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (v. 2) 

Our gracious Savior and our God, assist us to proclaim, 

To spread through all the earth abroad the honors of your name. 

Amen. 

  

A Verse from the Organ:       O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (one verse) 

 Imagine, as the organ plays, that its voice is the voice of God, answering 

our prayer, saying, “Here is a song for you to hear. ‘I’m with you in this 

place. Lift up your heads and have no fear. I’m present with my grace!’” 

 

Call to Worship (Responsively):    O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (v. 4) 

Glory to God, and love and praise be ever, ever given 

By all the saints in every age, the church in earth and heaven. 

 

*Prayer of Confession (Unison):  

Gracious God, we thank you for the gospel that is good news to 

sinners. We acknowledge our sin before you and admit that we have 

not been faithful to all you have asked of us. Instead of hiding in the 

public place of a public prayer said in unison, we open our hearts now 

as if alone before you, and have this to say about the unfaithfulness of 

our lives and the errors of our ways . . . . . 

   

*Assurance of Pardon 

 

Recorded Anthem:    Amazing Grace, My Chains Are Gone  

[Chris Tomlin & Louie Giglio/arr. Koerts] 

 

Recognition of Sunday School Teachers 

 

A Litany from Hymn #359:             O God, Who Teaches Us to Live 

One: O God, who teaches us to live and guides us on our way, 

For all the teachers in our midst, 

We give you thanks and praise. 

Men: For love that welcomes children in and holds them when they stray, 

For knowledge hearts and souls receive, 

We give you thanks and praise. 

Women: For all who follow teaching’s call with courage and with grace 

To build a future for us all, 

We give you thanks and praise. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication (Unison):       God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 

God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store, 

Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door: 

Gifted by you, we turn to you offering up ourselves in praise; 

Thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days. Amen. 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

  

 

Scripture Reading:                   Matthew 13:44-48 

 

Sermon:              Our Lord’s Teaching about the Kingdom of God 

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field, which 

someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that 

he has and buys that field. Mt. 13:44 

 

*Benediction 

 

Postlude 

 

An asterisk (*) where those who are able should stand as an act of worship. 
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Today, May 16  1PM - Youth Gathering (outside @ church) 

   7PM - Adult Sunday School 

Tuesday, May 18 6:30PM - BoCE 

Wednesday, May 19 6:30PM - Confirmation 

   6:30PM - Handbells 

Thursday, May 20 6:30PM - Koinonia (Women’s Fellowship) 

Sunday, May, 23 Confirmation Sunday 

   9AM - PreK-Grade 5 Sunday School 

   9AM - MS/HS Sunday School 

   10:30-11:15AM - In-Person Worship 

   7PM - Adult Sunday School 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LOOK FOR INVITE TO ZOOM MEETING ABOUT MARK’S RETIREMENT 

This meeting will brainstorm ideas and how to go about planning a send off for 

Mark’s Retirement at the beginning of August. All are welcome to participate in 

this meeting. 

 

 

AT YOUR SERVICE 

Do you need assistance with lawn mowing, yardwork, outdoor painting, or dog 

walking? The youth of Salem would like to serve you and they are looking for 

opportunities to help their Salem community by providing any work that can be 

done outdoors, or in an otherwise Covid- safe environment. Please contact 

Sarah Pundt (spundt@salemchurchverona.org) for more information or to 

schedule a service.  

 

 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE HELPERS 

Two openings remain on our stewardship team as the church thinks toward its 

needs and opportunities in 2022. Our stewardship efforts in the last several 

years have been so successful that they - - with your faithful responses - - have 

put our church on some of the finest financial footing in recent history. There 

are two openings that remain on the team that will guide this work in the 

coming months. You may want to volunteer - - (or cajole your spouse into 

volunteering?) - - to be part of this good and important work. Let Mark Yurs 

know if you are interested. You will be joining Martha Booth, Ruthellen Phillips, 

and Mark Shubak, who are continuing on the stewardship team. 

 

 

SUE ROTAR MEMORIAL BELL ANTHEM . . . Ringers needed 

Sue Rotar was one of the original members of Salem’s Handbell Choir and a 

loyal participant in that group until her death. A special piece of bell music, 

drawing upon one of Sue’s favorite hymns – “Amazing Grace” – has been 

commissioned to be written and it will be ready soon. It will be played for the 

first time some Sunday this fall. But we need some additional ringers to help 

that happen. Let us know if you are willing to help with this and your interest will 

be passed along to Bell Director Carrie Coenen, who will then be in contact with 

you. Pretend Sue herself is asking you to do this, and it will be hard to refuse. 

mailto:spundt@salemchurchverona.org

