
October 17, 2021 Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship (Responsively): 

God of Grace, who leads us into the challenges of everyday life. 

Refresh us with your mercy.  

God of love, who calls us out of trouble into peace. 

Refresh us with your mercy.  

God of the lost, the hurt, the oppressed. 

Refresh us with your mercy.  

God of our successes and struggles. 

Refresh us with your mercy.  

God of mystery, who calls us always into the unknown. 

Refresh us with your mercy. 

 

Hymn (choir):        Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant?         539 

Won’t you let me be your servant 

Let me be as Christ to you? 

Pray that I may have the grace 

To let you be my servant too. 

We are pilgrims on a journey 

We are travelers on the road 

We are here to help each other 

Go the mile and bear the load. 

I will hold the Christ light for you 

In the shadow of your fear; 

I will hold my hand out to you 

Speak the peace you long to hear. 

I will weep when you are weeping 

When you laugh, I'll laugh with you. 

I will share your joy and sorrow 

Till we've seen this journey through 

When we sing to God in heaven  

We shall find such harmony, 

Born of all we've known together  

Of Christ's love and agony. 

Won’t you let me be your servant 

Let me be as Christ to you? 

Pray that I may have the grace 

To let you be my servant too. 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison): 

God of all people, 

We confess that we crave recognition and praise. 

We are competitive in our work, at school, at church, even at home. 

We strive to achieve so that we may be congratulated. 

We want to win. We want to be the greatest. 

Jesus said, "Whoever wants to be first must be last and servant of all." 

God of radical love, help us to hear our Lord's voice. 

Forgive our selfish desires. 

Help us to encourage others and to give you praise. 

 

Assurance of Pardon (Responsively): 

In Jesus Christ, the One who forgives proclaims that we are forgiven. 

The One who is Lord of all shows us how to be Servant of all. 

In Christ, we are restored, renewed,  

and called to live within the compassion of our God.  

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 

Sacrament of Infant Baptism for McKenzie Lea Moyer         insert 

 

Handbell Anthem:   Balm in Gilead            [Sandra Eithun] 

 

Gospel Reading:           Mark 10: 35-45 

 

Sermon       "Jesus says, "Do you know who I am?"      Dr. Robinson 

 

Closing Hymn (choir):       Child of Blessing, Child of Promise          325 

Child of blessing, child of promise 

baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 

With this water God has sealed you 

unto love and grace divine. 

Child of love, our love’s expression, 

love’s creation, loved indeed! 

Fresh from God, refresh our spirits, 

into joy and laughter lead. 



Child of joy, our dearest treasure, 

God’s you are, from God you came. 

Back to God we humbly give you; 

live as one who bears Christ’s name. 

Child of God your loving Parent, 

learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

trust and love God more than all. 

 

*Benediction 

 

Postlude                 

 

An asterisk (*) where those who are able should stand as an act of worship. 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Reading 

Mark 10: 35-45 
35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, 

“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to 

them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us 

to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38 But Jesus said 

to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup 

that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39 They 

replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will 

drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40 but 

to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for 

whom it has been prepared.” 

 
41 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42 So 

Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those 

whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are 

tyrants over them. 43 But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become 

great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wishes to be first among 

you must be slave of all. 45 For the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 

Today     1PM - CROP Walk 

Thursday, October 21 7PM - Koinonia (Women’s Fellowship) 

Sunday, October 24  9AM - Sunday School 

    10:15AM - Worship 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS STILL NEEDED 

We still need several people to serve in our Sunday school program. You pick 

the age group you prefer to teach, and you choose when and how often you 

teach. Please consider giving the gift of time to our Christian Education ministry. 

Please contact Sarah Pundt spundt@salemchurchverona.org . 

 

 

MADISON AREA CROP WALK FOR HUNGER TODAY! 

The Salem Youth have been fighting hunger locally by growing and donating 

produce to BPNN. The youth have now formed a team to participate in the 

Madison Area Crop Walk this afternoon. The Salem congregation is invited to 

join the youth team to have an even greater impact on hunger locally and 

around the world. Please consider walking with the Salem Youth today @ 1pm 

(registration at 12:30pm). The walk begins and ends at First Congregational 

UCC, 1609 University Ave, Madison. You can also choose to make a monetary 

pledge to support the youth in their Crop Walk for Hunger.  
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