
October 10, 2021 Consecration Sunday 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

*Call to Worship (Responsively):  

Holy God, you call us by name to be your people. 

You call us out from our ordinary lives, to a holy life of service, 

justice, and love. 

You call us, through Jesus Christ, to a life of sacrifice. A way of life that is 

not always easy but rich in mercy, extravagant in love, abundant in 

freedom and joy. 

This is the new life which you have given us in Christ.   

Therefore, we will praise and glorify your holy name. 

 

Hymn (choir):             God, Whose Loving Knows No Ending               565 

God, whose giving knows no ending, 

From your rich and endless store: 

Nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, 

Costly cross, grave's shattered door, 

Gifted by You, we turn to You, 

Off'ring up ourselves in praise; 

Thankful song shall rise forever, 

Gracious donor of our days. 

Skills and time are ours for serving 

That your will on earth be done: 

All at peace in health and freedom, 

Races joined, the Church made one. 

Now direct our daily labor, 

Lest we strive for self alone; 

Born with talents, make us servants 

Fit to answer at Your throne. 

Treasure, too, You have entrusted, 

Gain through pow'rs Your grace conferred; 

Ours to use for home and kindred, 

And to spread the gospel word. 

Open wide our hands in sharing, 

As we heed Christ's ageless call, 

Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, 

Honoring You by loving all. 

Lend your joy to all our giving 

Let it light our pilgrim way; 

From the night of anxious keeping, 

Loose us into generous day. 

Then when years on earth are over, 

And we've lived our human span, 

God fulfill beyond our dreaming 

All our stewardship began. 

 

*Prayer of Confession (Responsively): 

Almighty God, you alone are good and holy. Purify our lives and make us 

brave disciples. We do not ask you to keep us safe, but to keep us 

faithful, so we may serve Jesus Christ, who, tempted in every way as we 

are, was faithful to you. 

O God, deliver us from artificial life and worship; from all that is 

hollow or insincere.  

O God, deliver us from being satisfied with things as they are, in 

the church or in the world.   

O God, deliver us from a token concern for the people we meet 

each day.   

O God, deliver us from everything in us that may hide your light.   

Through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen. 

 

*Assurance of Pardon (Responsively): 

Jesus came to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to 

the blind, to let the oppressed go free. 

Through God’s grace, we have experienced deliverance. 

This is the good news: for freedom, Christ has set us free.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

Gospel Reading:           Mark 10: 17-31 

 

Sermon:            The Inner Limits      Dr. Robinson 

 

Presentation and Dedication of Pledges and  

Commitments for God’s Work through Salem Church  

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 



Closing Hymn (choir): Take My Life, God, Let It Be         448 

Take my life,God, let it be 

consecrated faithfully. 

Take my moments and my days, 

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my spirit, let it move 

at the impulse of your love. 

Take my intellect and use 

all its powers as you choose. 

Take my will; your will be done! 

Make your will and mine be one. 

Take my heart, and by your grace 

make of it your dwelling place. 

Take my love and help it grow; 

let my loving overflow. 

Take me now, and help me be 

part of Christ's community. 

 

*Benediction 

 

Postlude                 

 

An asterisk (*) where those who are able should stand as an act of worship. 

 

 

Scripture Reading 

Mark 10: 17-31 

17 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and 

asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 Jesus 

said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19 You 

know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit 

adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not 

defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” 20 He said to him, “Teacher, I have 

kept all these since my youth.” 21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, 

“You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and 

you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22 When he heard 

this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

 

23 Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for 

those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were 

perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it 

is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye 

of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 They 

were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be 

saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but 

not for God; for God all things are possible.” 

 

28 Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed 

you.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or 

brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for 

the sake of the good news, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this 

age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with 

persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will 

be last, and the last will be first.” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS STILL NEEDED 

We still need several people to serve in our Sunday school program. You pick 

the age group you prefer to teach, and you choose when and how often you 

teach. Please consider giving the gift of time to our Christian Education ministry. 

Please contact Sarah Pundt spundt@salemchurchverona.org . 

 

 

MADISON AREA CROP WALK FOR HUNGER 

The Salem Youth have been fighting hunger locally by growing and donating 

produce to BPNN. The youth have now formed a team to participate in the 

Madison Area Crop Walk on October 17. The Salem congregation is invited to 

join the youth team to have an even greater impact on hunger locally and 

around the world. Please consider walking with the Salem Youth on October 17 

@ 1pm. The walk begins and ends at First Congregational UCC, 1609 University 

Ave, Madison. You can also choose to make a monetary pledge to support the 

youth in their Crop Walk for Hunger. Registration and donation information will 

be available Sunday morning after the worship service.  
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