
 

 

 

 

 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

December 27, 2020                                                                              First Sunday after Christmas 

 

CLOSING THE YEAR WITH AN ACT OF WORSHIP  

 

Prelude:  

 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship (Responsively): 

 Come, let us spend the last Sunday of the year in worship. 

Let us look back upon the year to remember where God was with us as Lord, 

Savior, and Friend. 

The year has been difficult, dangerous, frightening, and frustrating. 

But God has been our ever-present help in time of need, even when we knew 

it not. 

Rejoice, then, my Christian friends, rejoice and be glad. 

Rejoice with heart and soul and voice! 

   

Hymn:                                      Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison): 

 The book of our days lies open before you, O God. It is a diary of our 

comings and goings, a log of our highs and lows, a record of our faithfulness and 

faultiness. Turn every page. See every line. Highlight the good. Underline the right.  

Edit away the wrong. Forgive our awkward days and help us journal a new day 

with the penmanship of a better character. We ask this according to the mercies and 

merits of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

    

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 

ever. Amen.  

 

Flute Solo:                                     Go, Tell It on the Mountain                                 Carrie Coenen 

 



Scripture Reading:                             John 1:1-5, 10-14, 16 

 

Sermon:                                   Bidding Farewell to a Difficult Year 

 

Hymn:                                             Go, Tell It on the Mountain  

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude:                  

 

Rev. Dr. Mark E. Yurs, Pastor 

Dawn Lingard, Organist/Pianist 
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