
 
 
 
 
 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
June 21, 2020                                                                                                                Father’s Day 
 

TURNING TOWARD GOD ON FATHER’S DAY 
 
Prelude Speak, O Lord 
 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship (Responsively):                                                                       Adapted from Ps. 86  
 God is good and forgiving, 
  abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon the Lord. 
 There is none other who is like the Lord, 
  nor are there any other works like God’s. 
 For God is great and does wondrous things. 
  God alone is Lord. 
   
Opening Prayer (Unison): 

 Good and gracious God, whose faithfulness is as high as the heavens and 
deeper than the deepest sea, we turn to you for a Father’s Day spent in gratitude 
and praise. Receive the praises we offer and be pleased to make your name of love 
known among us. Make this time of worship something to steady our lives and make 
us sturdy in the doing of your will. Amen.   
 

Hymn:                                              Great Is Your Faithfulness 
 
Prayer of Confession (Unison): 

 Faithful God, turn to us and be gracious for we are in need of your pardon 
and your peace. There are thoughts we have not expressed, feelings we have not 
shared, and disappointments we have kept hidden from view, sealed somewhere 
deep inside our souls. Some of what we have suppressed makes us resentful. Some of 
it makes us dependent on false cures. Some of it makes us depressed. Some of it 
makes us tired for all the work it takes to keep it tamped down. We see that we need 
the Savior who is Christ the Lord. Hear our prayer, and help us in our vulnerability 
and need. Amen.  
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever. Amen.  

 
Scripture Reading:                                     Psalm 130:1-8                                 Kevin Booth, reader 
 
Chancel Choir Anthem:                    He Never Failed Me Yet                                     [Robert Ray] 
 
Sermon:                  What Is on the Mind of a Man Traveling with His Family 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice!      Ps. 130:1-2a                              
 
Hymn:                                               How Firm a Foundation                                
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude O, How I Love Jesus         
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Today’s Choir Anthem 

 The anthem used in today’s service is a recording made several years ago of Salem’s 
Chancel Choir singing in a worship service. The anthem here is “He Never Failed Me Yet,” 
by Robert Ray. In 2010, after 15 years of directing the St Louis Symphony Orchestra, Robert 
Ray retired. His contributions to the community during this time were great. He worked to 
establish the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra's outreach program in black churches, founded 
the orchestra's community gospel choir, and reached into neighborhoods that were not 
traditionally concert-going.  Robert Ray used music to connect with the community and made 
a lasting contribution. 


