
October 31, 2021 Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Call to Worship (Responsively): 

Hear, O people of God: our God is one.  

Hear the commandments of our God.  

First, love your God with all your heart,  

and with all your soul, and with all your mind,  

and with all your strength.  

Hear, O people of God: our God is one.  

Recite the commandments to your children  

and hold them in your hearts. 

Second, love your neighbor as yourself.  

There is no commandment greater than these calls to love. Amen 

 

Hymn (BRC):       Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (vs. 1, 2, and 4)                    43 

Love divine, all loves excelling,  

joy of heaven, to earth be found, 

Fix in us a humble dwelling,  

all your faithful mercies crown; 

Jesus, you are all compassion,  

pure, unbounded love impart. 

Visit us with your salvation; 

enter every trembling heart. 

Breathe, O breathe your loving Spirit 

into every troubled breast; 

Let us all in you inherit,  

let us find your promised rest; 

Take away our love of sinning;  

Alpha and Omega be. 

End of faith, as its beginning,  

set our hearts at liberty. 

Finish, then, your new creation;  

pure and spotless may we prove; 

Let us see your great salvation  

perfectly restored in you; 

Changed from glory into glory,  

till in heaven we take our place, 

Crowned as saits, we ever shall be  

lost in wonder, love and praise. 

 

Prayer of Confession (Responsively):  

Again and again you call us, Lord God,  

to care for widows and orphans, to advocate for  those in prison,  

to welcome the strangers.  

God, we hear your call,  

but all around us we hear the cry that there is not enough for all,  

and that some are undeserving.  

Again and again you call us 

to love you with our whole heart, understanding, and strength; 

such love demands that we seek justice for those who are oppressed, 

poor, and forgotten.  

God, we hear your call,  

But all around us are competing calls of worldly loyalties and 

limited generosity.  

Again and again, you urge us to seek you first.  

We long to trust the path of love for you and our neighbors as ourselves.  

As we prepare our hearts and minds for the days ahead,  

Move us to observe your statutes of compassion and your ordinances of 

justice.  

Again, you remind us to follow you  

so that it may go well for us, our neighbors, our nation, and our 

world. 

 

Assurance of Pardon (Responsively): 

Sisters and brothers, God is at work in us and with us!   

We know that our God is the one who lifts up those who are 

bowed down.  

We know that our God promises to uphold us! 

Hear the word of God for this season and all seasons:  

“Do not be afraid! I will never leave you or forsake you.”  

Know that our God who began a good work in us is able to complete it.  

As we open ourselves to the Spirit of God,  

may we see more fully the wonder of God already at work in us.  

Amen.  

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 



Scripture Reading 

Mark 12: 28-34 
28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, 

and seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment 

is the first of all?” 29 Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our 

God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 31 The 

second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 

commandment greater than these.” 32 Then the scribe said to him, “You are 

right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no 

other’; 33 and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and 

with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is much 

more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus 

saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom 

of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question.  
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Anthem:      Walk By Faith       [Joel Raney] 

Drawing on familiar faith stories from the Old Testament, this text 

lists some of those before us who have walked by faith.  In the first 

verse, listen for the male heroes from the Old Testament, the 

second verse includes female heroes from the Old Testament and 

the third verse brings us to the present. The strong, forward-

moving rhythm interprets confidence in the walk with the Lord! 

 

Gospel Lesson:           Mark 12: 28-34 

 

Sermon:     “The Vital Organs of Faith”     Dr. Robinson 

 

Hymn (BRC):       More Love to You, O Christ         456 

More love to you, O Christ, 

more love to you! 

Hear now the prayer I make 

faith to renew. 

Refrain: 

In all I say and do, 

more love, O Christ, to you, 

more love to you, 

more love to you! 

Once earthly joy I craved, 

sought peace and rest; 

Now you alone I seek, 

give what is best: [Refrain] 

Then shall my latest breath 

whisper your praise; 

This be the parting cry 

my heart shall raise: [Refrain] 

               

*Benediction 

 

Postlude   

 

An asterisk (*) where those who are able should stand as an act of worship. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS 

Once again, due to Covid, the collection of donations and distribution of the 

baskets will be different than in years past. Most of the food for the baskets will 

be provided through Second Harvest at no cost to Badger Prairie Needs 

Network. Congregations are asked to make monetary donations to supplement 

the food received so clients can receive pies at Thanksgiving and fruit in their 

Christmas baskets. BPNN can purchase pies for $6.50 and fruit for $20. BPNN 

is anticipating providing 400 baskets to local families both for Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. 

Checks should be made out to Salem. Please note that the check is for a 

Thanksgiving basket. Checks can be placed in the collection plate or mailed to 

church by November 14.  

Other items currently needed are aluminum roasting pans for the turkeys, 

sugar, flour and cooking oil. A donation bin is located in the fellowship hall for 

these additional items. 

Thank you for your continued generous support of our neighbors in need.  

 

WOMEN’S GUILD NEWS – HOLIDAY RAFFLE PLANNED 

The Salem Women’s Guild has made the decision to have an “In-house” Holiday 

Raffle this year! 

It will be held the first Sunday, December 5 following the church service. Also 

included will be a sale of baked goods to add to the fun. We are asking those 

who like to bring items to sell (cookies, fudge, walnuts, Pfeffernusse, etc.) to 

bring HALF the quantity because the public will not be taking part and we do not 

want lots left over. As in past years, the donation of items for the raffle will be 

greatly appreciated, and already included is Fred Wenger’s donation of a one-

week Time Share Vacation and a quilt made by Salem’s Quilting Group.  

Raffle tickets will go on sale the first Sunday in November. Cindy Remus is in 

charge of ticket sales and will be the contact person for your donations of prizes 

for the raffle. Further details will be given in the bulletin and weekly newsletters. 

If you know you can’t attend the raffle, the Guild will graciously accept a cash 

donation to help further our mission of helping people in our church family, in 

our community, and around the world. 

CDC guidelines will be followed. Note that this event is subject to cancellation 

if COVID numbers at the time prohibit inside gatherings. 

 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Thank you to all who brought forth their pledges during worship on October 

10th. An e-mail has been sent to those we haven't heard from yet with 

instructions on how to submit a pledge if you still wish to do so. You may use 

this link to submit an online pledge card  

https://salemchurch.breezechms.com/form/efe68237 . You may also pick up 

a paper pledge card at church or request that one be mailed to you. Thank you 

for your faithfulness to God and your loyalty to Salem. 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Join us on Sunday, November 14th following the 10:15am worship service. This 

is an incredibly important time for us to begin emerging from the exhausting 

pandemic experience which may have taken a great deal of energy and 

motivation out of our faith life! You may attend in person (with safe gathering 

practices in this pandemic era, as we have been doing), or join us online if we 

can set up an online link to listen and/or participate (we will keep you posted, if 

we can arrange this). 

 


