
 

 

 

 

 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

January 10, 2021                                                                                   First Sunday after Epiphany 

 

SHAPING OUR LIVES THROUGH THE WORSHIP OF GOD  

 

Prelude:  

 

Welcome 

 

Call to Worship (Responsively): 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem, raised in Nazareth, baptized in the Jordan, tempted in the 

wilderness, and became a preacher, teacher, and healer in Galilee. 

The geography of his life is not confined to those places or to that time. He 

lives in the moments of our days and in the places of our living. 

He knows this world of ours and its needs. He knows every headline whether it be 

national, state, local, or as personal as your doorstop. 

He carries with him the good news of the gospel and the gospel’s call to 

service, enlisting us to be working disciples in the name of God’s love. 

Look to what Christ might show you today. 

Listen for his voice calling you to join his mission and advance his cause. 

   

Hymn:                                 You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison): 

 God of the gospel, Lord of good news, we lament the bad news we seem to be 

mired in now. We confess that we feel helpless against all that is dire and dangerous 

and destructive. We confess to being made cynical by the rancor that is all around 

us. We have come to believe there is nothing we can do. And we have come to 

believe there is little you can do. Take pity on us. Forgive us our cynicism and 

strengthen our resolve to do the right, to expect the noble, to bless the innocent, and 

to take on responsibility to do some heavy lifting ourselves for the cause of justice 

and righteousness. Amen. 

    

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 



deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 

ever. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading:                                  Mark 1:9-15 

 

Sermon:                                 The Call to Action in Current Events 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news 

of God . . . . Mk. 1:14 

 

Hymn:                                         The Voice of God Is Calling 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude:                  

 

Rev. Dr. Mark E. Yurs, Pastor 

Dawn Lingard, Organist/Pianist 
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