Salem United Church of Christ

Youth Ministry Covenant

Because… 
God calls us to be a community of faith and leaders in Christ’s Church, 
And in order…. 

~to be a safe participant in all youth activities

~ to build new and stronger relationships with my peers

 
~to grow in my faith and in my relationship with God,
As a youth participant or as a youth leader I understand and agree to the following Covenant: 

· I will be involved, be present, and positively participate in Youth Fellowship gatherings.

· I will honor God, others, and myself, with language and behaviors that are kind, respectful and affirming. In keeping with Jesus’ example, I will do this by:
~acknowledging that everyone’s opinions and ideas are important by

    thoughtfully listening and speaking

~using positive problem solving methods to reach peaceful solutions
    when conflicts arise


~respecting the guidance and direction of adult leaders and chaperones

~speaking to another adult if I have concerns about adult direction or
               decisions


 
~being a good stewards of property – my own, the belongings of others, and

               in the places we gather
~use appropriate language that reflects my love for God, myself, and others.
· Communication takes place face-to-face at youth events.

             
~I will save cell phone calls and text messaging for before or after meetings. 

· Honor Salem’s Safe Church guidelines for youth and adults.  This means that:
~Salem youth activities are substance free: alcohol, cigarettes, or drugs are
  prohibited as are any weapons.
~Public displays of intimacy are not appropriate during youth gatherings.
~One-one conversations should take place in public or easily visible spaces.

~Youth remain with the group unless excused by an adult leader.

As a youth, I understand that if I do not abide by these expectations, I may lose the privilege of attending 

a scheduled activity. As a leader, I understand the importance of helping youth to honor this covenant by following these same guidelines in my own conduct and leadership role. I will be responsible for all consequences of my behavior.

I covenant with God, and with others to abide by these guidelines so that we might honor God and practice Christian discipleship in all of our gatherings. 
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