
My mind of late has been turning to the story of Noah and 
the ark when I think about the lives of our parishioners and 
others around us. Though the appeal of the animals pulls us 
into thinking the Noah story is a children’s story, it is a story for 
adults and for our time.

History, of course, has no access to this tale. We will never 
know if it happened. Nevertheless, we do know this story does 
happen and is always happening. We know this because the 
following thrusts in the Noah story are regular occurrences.

Chaos erupts. Genesis 7:11 indicates that the source of the 
waters of the great flood was the great deep. The word “deep” 
at Genesis 7 takes me back to Genesis 1. There the context of 
creation is a formless void (in Hebrew tohu wabahu) and the 
deep (in Hebrew tehom). The words work together to describe 
a watery chaos absent dry land, absent stability, absent any 
place of rest, only constant movement. God’s work of creation 
is, essentially, to bring order to the chaos, separating water 
from water, and then water from dry land. The bursting forth of 
water that is the flood in Noah’s time is an unleashing of the old 
chaos. The dry land is covered. There is only endless sea. There 
is no place to put a foot down for stability.

Chaos is always erupting, isn’t it? Or threatening to. We 
try to bring order to what is fast-moving, always changing, and 
unstable. We use calendars, planbooks, Smartphones, clouds, 
and other technologies to try to keep track, to keep order, to 
find stability and rest. Life is a flood. We call it stress. We call it 
busyness. We call it fatigue. Was there a flood in Noah’s time? 
Who knows? We’re flooded! We are flooded with demands, 
flooded with expectations, flooded with responsibilities. Rest is 
elusive.

Loss occurs. The Noah story does not detail the loss. The 
Book of Genesis does not peek out from the ark. But it knows 
the loss is there. It is not only those outside the ark who lose. 
Noah is a victim of loss as well. The chaos of life has led to a loss 
of friendships. The chaos of life has taken Noah away from his 
hometown. The house he and his family had lived in is swept 
away.

And loss is a common occurrence among us, no matter 
what our age. Who among us does not feel, at least some of 
the time, that we are floating away from something we would 
love to stay anchored to? People we love die. Jobs we thought 

were secure get redefined if not eliminated. The stock market 
fluctuates, not always favorably. Conditions change. Today is 
never yesterday.

There is vulnerability. Amid the chaos and loss there is 
uncertainty. Will we be able to keep our heads above water? 
We have no indication anywhere in the text that Noah was 
a knowledgeable builder of anything, much less boats! To 
confess one of my many inadequacies, I barely know “righty 
tighty, lefty loosely”; any real repair effort on my part is a failure 
at the start. If Noah were anything like me, he would have been 
second- and third-guessing his abilities as soon as the rain 
started to fall. Mrs. Noah (think Sherrol!) would have been even 
more dubious about her husband’s efforts. Would the ark hold?

Carry that into life and it is easy to find the comparisons. 
Will what we have put together of plans and resources and 
credentials and efforts at success hold? Will safety last? Now 
and then we may forget we are vulnerable, but our vulnerability 
in this world never goes away.

God remembers. One of the great lines of scripture is 
Genesis 8:1: “But God remembered Noah and all the wild 
animals and all the domestic animals that were with him in the 
ark . . . and the waters subsided . . . .” That is salvation. Amid 
all the chaos of life, amid all the loss, amid all the vulnerability 
we can find our solid ground in God’s remembering. Phrased 
another way, rest from our stress, worry, fatigue, and busyness 
is not found in anything we do but rather in who God is. God is 
the rememberer who remembers us.

If we read the Noah story in full, we note that it takes a 
while for the waters to recede and for the danger to dissipate. 
But the outcome is known while the waters are still high. The 
outcome is known in the presence of the remembering God 
who can be trusted.

The good news I have for you, weary ones; the good news I 
have for you, busy ones; the good news I have for you who feel 
lost and vulnerable is that you are remembered by God. Trust 
that. And you will find your rocking boat landing on its Ararat.

MEY
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Summer in the Woods
A Sermon Series on Bible Trees

Whether it is hiking in a national forest or camping in a state park, many 
like to take to the woods in the summer. This summer we will spend some 
time in the Bible’s woods. There are markers by these trees, telling us what 
happened there. If we read them with care, they can help us know what is 
happening here. 
 June 2:  The Tree in the Garden 
 June 9:  The Tree Where Religions Gathered 
 June 16: The Tree beside the River 
 June 23: The Tree Where a Prophet Found Respite 
 July 7:  The Tree That Was Spared 
 July 14: The Tree That Became an Old Stump 
 July 21: The Tree That Became a Home

Strengthen the Church Offering
The Strengthen the Church Offering (STC), one of the national special 
offerings received by the United Church of Christ, supports the growth of 
UCC congregations and the expansion of ministries. Your support of this 
offering will help the UCC fulfill its commitment to creating a just world 
for all by investing in new ministries and practices that meet the emerging 
needs of local communities.

In 2018, support for STC awarded 12 grants through the New and Renewing 
Spiritual Communities program; worked to alleviate poverty through the 
Adese Fellowship program for spiritual entrepreneurship; and assisted in 
the work of UCC Conferences.

Each year 50% of what is received by way of STC remains in our Wisconsin 
Conference and 50% is sent to the national body of our denomination.

Offering envelopes for STC are included with the print version of this 
newsletter and are available at the church. Use of a separate STC envelope 
is not required, but checks should be made out to Salem UCC and labeled 
for Strengthen the Church. Gifts are encouraged during June but will be 
received at any time. 

Baby Shower
The fellowship committee will host a baby shower for Amy and Kelly Bass 
on June 2 at 2pm. Amy and Kelly are expecting their first child in July. 
The couple is registered at Target and Amazon. Come join in the fun and 
fellowship. 

Help with July Blood Drive
Salem will be hosting a blood drive through the Red Cross on Saturday, 
July 13 from 8am - 12pm. We will need someone to open the doors at 
6:30am for the Red Cross to set up and at least 2 volunteers to be here 
during the blood drive to welcome and serve refreshments. The drive 
should be packed up by 1:30pm for someone to lock the doors. We will also 
need donations of baked goods to serve to the blood donors. Cara Bahr 
can schedule an appointment for anyone wishing to donate blood. Anyone 
interested in helping with the blood drive should contact the church office. 

  

June 24 Waking Up White 
 by Debby Irving
July 22 The Death Of Mrs Westerway
 by Ruth Ware
Aug. 26 Being Mortal 
 by Atul Gawande
Sept. 23 The Library Book 
 by Susan Orlean
Oct. 28 Where The Crowdads Sing 
 by Delia Owens
Nov. 26 Girl In A Blue Dress 
 by Gaynor Arnold

Salem book group meets at 7pm for casual 
conversation and lively literary discussions. 
If you enjoy a good book, join the fun and 
fellowship. Please come even if you didn't 
like the book as it is good to have other 
perspectives

Salem Book Group Selections

Scripture Readings for June
Wk of June 2: Acts 16:16-34 
 Psalm 97 
 Revelation 22:12-14,  
 16-17, 20-21 
 John 1720-26
Wk of June 9: Genesis 11:1-9 
 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
 Acts 2:1-21 
 John 14:8-17, 25-27
Wk of June 16: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
 Psalm 8 
 Romans 5:1-5 
 John 16:12-15
Wk of June 23: 1 Kings 19:1-15a 
 Psalm 42 
 Psalm 43 
 Galatians 3:23-29 
 Luke 8:26-39
Wk of June 30: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
 Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 
 Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
 Luke 9:51-62



Men’s Group
The Men’s Group will meet on Thursday, June 13, at 6:30 PM and the home 
of Geoge Adams. All men of the church are invited. If you have not been 
before, please know that you are welcome. 

2019 High School Graduates
Our high school graduates for this year are Israel Kwilinski and Bryce 
Corning from Verona Area High School and Tyler Denu from Mount Horeb 
High School. We will honor each of them during worship on Sunday, June 2. 

Biking
On Friday, June 7th we will meet at the church at 5pm and ride to Riley 
Tavern on the bike trail. After dinner there, we will return to church around 
8pm. 

On Saturday, June 22nd we will meet at Quarry Ridge Recreation Area 
parking lot on Fitchrona Rd at 9am. We will bike to Panara Bread for 
breakfast and back to Quarry Ridge Recreation area before noon. 

Contact Cindy Remus with Questions.

“When it rains….it pours!”
You’ve no doubt heard that expression many times. Well, that’s what 
happened when the Women’s Guild asked the congregation of Salem 
UCC for donations of cookies/bars last week for the New Glarus Auxilliary 
Meeting which was held on May 6th. We had many dozens of bars and 
cookies which were enjoyed by all attendees at the meeting. One resident 
remarked that our church has “the best bakers in the area!” So the 
Women’s Guild would like to extend a huge “THANK YOU” to all who baked 
or donated cookies/bars for this event. As proven before, the members 
of Salem always come through, above and beyond what is asked. We are 
grateful!

Lis Pankonin and Judy Skupien, Co-Chairmen, Salem Women’s Guild

Sunday Ministers of Hospitality
Our Ministers of Hospitality for the month are 
as follows. Please let the Church Office know 
if there are changes.

WELCOMERS – Welcomers should arrive 
by 9:45am on Sunday mornings.
June 2nd Carlos Valdez,  
  Paul & Rose Wieland
June 9th 
June 16th   
June 23rd
June 30th 

COMMUNION SERVERS:
2nd Sunday, June 9th 
 Dale Yurs, Mark Hodel, Jon Pundt
 
FELLOWSHIP HOUR
June 2nd Paul & Rose Wieland
June 9th Paul & Rose Wieland
June 16th   
June 23rd
June 30th 

LITURGISTS
June 2nd 
June 9th Cara Bahr 
June 16th Karen Williams 
June 23rd Kevin Booth
June 30th Sue Thiede

Dennis Bieri
Lyle Baez, Cindy Remus, Eric Hauser
Harvey Zingg, Dick Steele,  
Benjamin Shubak
Jodi Moll, Kash Hageman
Michael Cashman
Hannah Worley 
Karen Williams, Mark Shubak, 
Kailey Hodel, Kaytlin Dahlk,  
Peter Gauthier

4:
5:
6: 

 7:
10: 
11:
15: 

17:
18:
22:
23:
25:
26:
27:

29.

Dave Triplett
Charles Hustad, Blaise Westphal
Anna Putney 
Angie Shaw
Doug Smith
Joanne Gauthier
Sue Thiede, Shirley Zurbuchen,  
Nadia Graese
Ben Hauser, Chase Runnheim

New Software: Invitation to Your Account
The church has been utilizing a new software 
called Breeze since April. Keeping track of 
contact information, recording contributions, 
sending communications, Sunday school 
attendance, and creating permission forms 
are just some of the features.
Frank Westphal will be inviting anyone 
we have an e-mail addres for to join their 
account. The main purose for this is to allow 
you to have access to your own giving infor-
mation, though in the future it may be used 
in other ways. This is optional and anyone 
with an account will only be able to view 
their personal information. No one else will 
have access to giving information other than 
our financial secretaries Frank Westphal and 
Heather Thoma.



They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither.  
In all that they do, they prosper. (Psalm 1:3)

With every change of the seasons, the rhythm of our lives beats differently. This is especially true in summer. 
In some ways, life slows down in summertime and in other ways, life is as busy as ever. Our formal Christian 
Education calendar is a little less full and a little less active during the summer months. However, please do 
not take a vacation from cultivating your faith: take Flat Jesus with you on your summer adventures, join VBS 
no matter how old you are, participate in one of our fellowship groups, use our new outdoor labyrinth, gather 
together with some church friends around the refurbished fire pit, or tend a plot in the church garden. God does 
not take a vacation from us just because formal Sunday school and programming has stopped for the summer. 
Find ways to rest your soul and restore your faith. Find refreshment in the summer breezes and time spent with 
family. Plant your trees next to the water so that they will yield plenty of fruit come harvest time.  

Flat Jesus: Once again, the Sunday school children will create a “Flat Jesus” to take with them on their summer 
adventures. Last year, Flat Jesus went to the playground, Noah’s Ark, summer camp, and even Germany! 
Adults joined the fun and took flat Jesus kayaking, to church meetings, and family gatherings. The materials for 
creating your own Flat Jesus are available in Fellowship Hall. Please be sure to send pictures of your summer 
adventures with Flat Jesus to Sarah Pundt! Flat Jesus reminds us that:

• Jesus is our companion everywhere we go.
• Jesus is not just for Sunday mornings. Jesus needs to leave the 

confines of our church walls and go out into the community
• Salem UCC is our home and the people here are our family. 

Even when we travel and go our separate ways for the summer 
months, we still want to stay connected with each other.

Koinonia (Women’s Fellowship)
All the women of Salem are invited to gather for a time of spiritual reflection, renewal, and fellowship.  
This group meets the third Thursday of each month at 7pm. Visitors welcome! Please contact Cari Bass  
(cari.bass.cb@gmail.com) or Sarah Pundt if you have topic ideas you would like to explore or if you would  
like to host the group. Cari or Sarah will lead the program if you are not comfortable doing that. 
Next Gatherings:
June 20 @ 7pm  Faith on Fire!  Salem UCC
We will gather around the fire pit at Salem and explore images of fire in the Bible. How can we ignite the flames 
of our own faith? Please join Sarah Pundt and Cari Bass for an evening of reflection and fellowship.
July 18 @ 7pm   TBA

Sarah Pundt, Director of Christian Education 
608-692-3239 or spundt@salemchurchverona.org

Living Out God's Love through Christian Education

Christian Education Calendar of Events

June
20 Koinonia 7pm

July 
18 Koinonia 7pm
21-25  VBS Program 5:30-7:30pm

Summer Camp!
United Church Camps, Inc. (Pilgrim Center/Moon Beach)The summer camp program schedule is now available  

at www.ucci.org. A wide variety of camp options are available for kids, youth, multi-generations, and adults.



Community Meal 
Music, Games, Projects, and Bible stories! 
Programs for all ages!   
To register, contact spundt@salemchurchverona.org or go to 
www.salemchurchverona.org/vbs  

 

Free! 
July 21-25, 2019 

5:30-7:30PM 



Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.    --1 John 3:2

April 20, 2019 was the twentieth anniversary of the school shooting at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado. 
At the time, it was the most deadly school shooting in history, ending in the deaths of one teacher, twelve students, 
and the two young shooters themselves. As adults, we have spent the last two decades becoming grimly accustomed 
to these tragedies. As youth, you have grown up with active shooter drills and no memory of a world without the 
threat of gun violence at school.

I just finished reading a book called Rachel's Tears, written by Beth Nimmo and Darrell Scott. Their daughter Rachel 
Scott died in the shooting at Columbine. It certainly isn't a light-hearted read, but it isn't depressing, either. The heart 
of the book is not so much the events at Columbine in April 1999. Instead, it is all about Rachel's spiritual journey 
as revealed in the prayer journals she left behind. The book is full of prints from the actual pages of her journals, 
complete with loopy teen-girl handwriting and her own original artwork.  

Rachel Scott lived an inner life that was far more complex than the life others saw. On the outside, she was an 
energetic, talented, well-liked young woman with a passion for theater. On the inside, she struggled with experiences 
of rejection by other students. As she grew more serious about her Christian faith, she agonized over the loss of 
friends who distanced themselves from her because of it. She also felt called by Jesus to reach out in friendship to 
students who were lonely or troubled. She even reached out to the two boys who ultimately took her life. 

Rachel's journals were filled with poems, prayers, and drawings that were part of her faith journey. At times she 
expressed an eerie sense of her own imminent death. Like many saints and mystics throughout history, she prayed 
with great intensity for a closer relationship with God. She suffered through times of feeling the silence of God. She did 
not sugar-coat her prayers with nice-sounding words, but shared her real doubts and fears. For example:

I want to reach a new level with you, God. Take me there. Please, God, take me there. I want that so much. I want 
to serve you. I want to be used by you to help others. But I feel I can't do that until you change this feeling I have. 
Come to me God, and make use of me... Sometimes, when I'm craving your Spirit, nothing happens. I stand there with 
my hands stretched towards Heaven, crying out your name, and nothing.

At other times, she expressed a bold faith even as she endured bullying from others:

I lost all of my friends at school. Now that I have begun to walk my talk, they make fun of me. I don't even know 
what I have done. I don't really have to say anything, and they turn me away. I have no more personal friends at 
school. But you know what... it's all worth it to me. I am not going to apologize for speaking the name of Jesus, I am 
not going to justify my faith to them, and I am not going to hide the light that God has put into me. 

The story of Rachel Scott moved me very deeply. Sometimes I struggle with doubts, fears, and feelings of alienation 
from other people, as she did. Maybe you do, too. Wherever you find yourself in your walk on earth, it never hurts to 
have a little encouragement from others who have been through the same troubles. As we start our summer, it's a 
great time to slow down, think about what matters to us, and read the stories of those who have gone before us 
in faith. Try reading Rachel's Tears. I would be happy to lend it to you! And please share what you've been reading, 
watching, or listening to lately that has made a difference in your journey with God.

One with you in Christ, 
~Youth Ministry Team~ 
(Janet Dahl, Cara Bahr, Nathan Bahr, Sarah Pundt, and Cathy Kwilinski)

Youth Newsletter | June 2019 Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!



Social Justice Corner
Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their angels continually see the 
face of my Father in heaven.     --Matthew 18: 10

Last summer at the Great Lakes Regional Youth Event in Illinois, some of us attended a session where we learned 
about the detention of Palestinian children in Israeli military courts. From that session, I have a pin on my bulletin 
board at work that says "Justice for Palestinian Children". I see that pin every day, so I think about those kids a lot. 

Fifty years ago, the nation of Israel began to build settlements in the West Bank and Gaza. These two areas in Israel 
are called the Occupied Territories, because they are Palestinian lands that have been "occupied" by Israeli settlers. 
For the past fifty years, the Occupied Territories have had a divided system of law enforcement: civilian courts for 
settlers, but military courts for Palestinians. The military courts are much different. Basic rights like due process are 
not protected. The conviction rate is over 99%. Many children who have been arrested and tried through this system 
report experiences like:

•	 being awakened and dragged from their homes at night
•	 being interrogated without access to their parents or a lawyer
•	 forced confessions
•	 physical and verbal abuse
•	 solitary confinement

As Americans we should be concerned about what happens to children in Israeli military courts because we should 
care about the protection of basic human rights, but also because the United States is the single greatest source of 
military aid to Israel, totaling more than three billion dollars each year. Our tax dollars are helping to pay for a system 
that abuses Palestinian youth.

Thankfully, there is another path. On May 1, U.S. Representative Betty McCollum of Minnesota introduced a bill called HR-
2407, the "Promoting Human Rights for Palestinian Children Living Under Israeli Military Occupation Act." The bill would 
prohibit U.S. tax dollars from being spent on military detention of children in any country, including Israel. It would also 
pay for independent monitoring of human rights abuses associated with the military detention of children, as well as 
funds for the treatment and support of children harmed during military detention.

There is an organization called "No Way to Treat a Child" or NWTTAC that is working to end this injustice. If you visit 
their website at nwttac.dci-palestine.org, you can sign a citizen petition in support of HR-2407. You can also send a 
message from that same site to our Wisconsin members of Congress asking them to vote for HR-2407. 

Jesus has a special place in his heart for children. The verse above from Matthew is one of many in which he reminds 
us of the importance of protecting children. Please consider taking a few minutes to visit nwttac.dci-palestine.org and 
raising your voice on behalf of "these little ones."

Joys & Concerns
We thank God with joy for:

•	 Wyatt Denu, who was confirmed on May 19 (Sorry we missed mentioning you last month!)
•	 Bryce Corning, Israel Kwilinski, and Tyler Denu, Class of 2019: Congratulations on your graduation!

We pray in faith and hope for:
•	 Cara, Nathan, Isaac, and Aayla Bahr, who will soon welcome a new baby to the family
•	 All of our youth who are facing final exams and projects, that you may know the peace that Jesus came to give.  

And that you may know you are worth far more than a grade
•	 A fun and fulfilling summer season, with much-needed Sabbath rest for all of us

Drop us an email or text with your joys & concerns--anonymously if you prefer:  
jdahl@salemchurchverona.org, cathykwilinski@hotmail.com 608-320-2100, cbahr@salemchurchverona.org  
262-716-1253, bahr.nathan@gmail.com 262-206-2438, spundt@salemchurchverona.org 608-692-3239 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2
9:00AM – Worship
10:15AM – Fellowship
11:20AM – Meet for parade
2PM - Baby Shower for 
Kelly & Amy Bass

3
Eve – Boy Scouts

4 5 6
1:30PM – Women's Guild 
Meeting

7
5PM – Biking

8

9
9:00AM – Worship
10:15AM – Fellowship

10
6PM – YMT

11
6PM – Finance 
7PM – Council

12 13
6:30PM – Men's Fellowship 
at George Adams'

14 15

16
Father's Day
9:00AM – Worship
10:15AM – Fellowship
 

17 18
6:30PM – Board of  
Christian Education

19 20
7PM – Women's Fellowship

(Koinonia)

21
JULY NEWSLETTER  

ARTICLES DUE

22
9AM – Biking
Wedding

23
9:00AM – Worship
10:15AM – Fellowship

24
7PM – Book Group

25 26 27  28 29

30
9:00AM – Worship
10:15AM – Fellowship
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SALEM CHURCH STAFF:
PH: 608-845-7315 
www.salemchurchverona.org
Minister:
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Yurs 
myurs@salemchurchverona.org
Office Administrator: 
Cara Bahr 
cbahr@salemchurchverona.org 
Director of Youth Ministry 
Janet Dahl 
jdahl@salemchurchverona.org
Director of Christian Education: 
Sarah Pundt 
spundt@salemchurchverona.org
Music Director:  
Dawn Lingard
Choir Director:
Janet Dahl
Bell Choir Director: 
Carrie Coenen
Church Council President:
Scot Cullen

Summer  
Worship Schedule
Starting June 2nd 
9:00AM - Worship 
10:15AM - Fellowship Hour

Graduation Sunday
June 2nd 
Celebrate our 2019  
high school graduates


