
Absence makes the heart grow fonder, it is said. Another 
commonplace observation is that we do not appreciate what 
we have until it is gone. We are now kept from gathering as a 
community of faith and that is awakening an ache to gather as 
the community of faith. Along the way we are discovering that 
we need the church even though it is taken for granted much of 
the time.

We may be helped to ask and answer why we need the 
church. The answer has some dimensions that are quite 
intimate and others that have a broader reference.

The intimate dimensions come into play when “church” is 
defined locally as a particular congregation. Why do we need 
this church, this congregation, this community of people? No 
one can answer this question for another. The answers are 
all varied, depending upon the answerer, and they are highly 
personal. I need this collection of God’s people, one might 
say, because there are souls within it who inspire me by their 
example, make me laugh through their personality, accept me 
in spite of myself, and who are like mothers/fathers/sisters/
brothers to me. Someone else may say along quite the same 
lines, I need this company of people because I find them 
delightful and interesting and because they seem to draw out 
the best in me and make me want to be a better person. Still 
another might say, I need this congregation because these 
people and I have been through a lot together and I know I 
would not be the same without them. All this is what we are 
missing when we cannot gather. We are missing each other 
whom we have come to love.

If we broaden the scope from the local church to the wider 
church, to the whole of the Christian enterprise, then the 
answers to the question about why we need the church are more 
theological than personal.

We need the church because God has decided that there 
ought to be a church. Christ came to build a church and to call 
us into it. This is a chief way God has determined to be in the 
world. I hesitate to say the church is the only cog or method 

in God’s way of working today, but it is key to God’s way of 
working today. The church is not the same as the kingdom of 
God but it is on the front line of the advance of the kingdom 
of God. We need the church because God wants there to be a 
church.

We need the church to keep faith alive. When we are off 
by ourselves we are capable of keeping the fire of faith burning 
within us just as an ember pulled away from a fire is able to 
keep burning. But the isolated ember cannot keep burning for 
long. Without fuel coming from its surroundings it grows cold. 
We need the steady influence of others – teachers, preachers, 
singers, musicians, fellow members – to keep our faith in God 
from running out of what it needs to keep alive.

We need the church to keep faith from becoming narrow. 
Everything I have mentioned so far has put the emphasis on 
the individual Christian and his/her own needs and wants. 
Authentic Christianity is more than one’s own pulse. It is more 
than being loved. It is loving. It is being useful. It is reaching 
out in service to others. The wider church puts other people 
and the situations of their lives into one’s field of vision, calling 
for response. The prophet Micah recognized this when he 
famously noted religion consists not simply in walking humbly 
with God but also in loving kindness and in doing justice.

We need the church also to channel our capacity and desire 
to give. By and large people want to make some contribution 
to the world. They want their lives to matter, to account for 
something. The church offers some of the best ways to give 
toward the meaningfulness of life.

The more we reflect on why we need the church the readier 
we will be to say with the psalmist at the end of our imposed 
isolation, “I was glad when they said unto me, ‘Let us go to the 
house of the Lord.’”
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WHEN WILL WE RETURN?
One of the questions that is floating around in society in general and in the 
church in particular wonders when we shall be able to return to our regular 
schedule and start meeting again as we did before the Coronavirus sent us 
sheltering in place. Since no one knows when our broader society will open 
we cannot say with any degree of certainty when the church will reopen.

What we can say is that the Church Council will make the determination, 
in consultation with the Pastor, about when to resume our schedule. As 
with our decision to shut down, the decision will be made in light of what 
the Governor of Wisconsin decrees and in view of what the Wisconsin 
Conference of the United Church of Christ recommends. Our decision will 
be made locally, as befits the polity of our denomination, but we will take 
civic and ecclesiastical advice into consideration.

WHERE SHOULD DONATIONS BE SENT?
Another question we have been fielding asks where donations should be 
sent. The answer is that contributions can be mailed directly to the church. 
Our mailing address is 502 Mark Drive, P.O. Box 930125, Verona, WI 53593-
0125. The church’s mail is collected directly from a locked box insider the 
Post Office – not an outside mailbox at the church building. This makes for 
a security you can trust.

We are quite grateful that contributions have been coming in on a regular 
basis. This includes contributions from people who are mailing in their 
offerings and those who are set up to use e-giving, or automatic deposit. 
Your faithfulness means, as of this writing, the church’s finances, while not 
altogether strong, are far from weak. And we are grateful.

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING
The Strengthen the Church Offering (STC), one of the national special 
offerings received by the United Church of Christ, futhers the work of our 
conference and the national UCC as we work together to strenghten and 
renew existing congregations, fund leadership development, and provide 
exciting new programs for youth and young adults. 

Offering envelopes for STC are included with the print version of this 
newsletter. Use of a separate STC envelope is not required, but checks 
should be made out to Salem UCC and labeled for Strengthen the Church. 
Gifts are encouraged during May but will be received at any time. 

 Scripture Readings for May
Week of May 3: Acts 2:42-47 
 Psalm 23 
 1 Peter 2:19-25 
 John 10:1-10
Week of May 10: Acts 7:55-60 
 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
 1 Peter 2:2-10 
 John 14:1-14
Week of May 17: Acts 17:22-31 
 Psalm 66:8-20 
 1 Peter 3:13-22 
 John 14:15-21
Week of May 24: Acts 1:6-14 
 Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 John 17:1-11
Week of May 31: Acts 2:1-21 
 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
 John 20:19-23
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The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it; for he has founded it on the seas, 
and established it on the rivers. Psalm 24:1-2 

Our great, big, beautiful world is coming alive with the signs of spring and I chose to focus on nature in this 
edition of the Christian Education newsletter. The 50th anniversary of Earth Day was April 22, but every day 
is a good day to focus on our earth. I often hear individuals say they feel closest to God when they are out in 
nature. We are currently not able to seek God in our church building because of social distancing, but step 
outside and spend time with God there. I have included a few resources in this newsletter to help guide you in 
intentional Sabbath time outdoors and living a life focused on creation care. 

Sunday School Online
The current social distancing guidelines are keeping us apart, but we can still be together. Please join our 
online gatherings to enjoy fellowship and grow in faith. Sunday school will continue online for all ages 
through the end of May. Please contact Sarah Pundt if you would like to receive an email invitation to join one 
of our Zoom gatherings for Sunday school. 

Children & Youth
PreK-Grade 5  Sunday @9am 
Every Sunday morning, we gather with prayer, music time, and a Bible story.  

Middle/High School Sunday @11am
This group is exploring the book, “Because We Are Forever Earthbound. Stories for Building a Better Planet.”  
This essay collection provides a fresh look at solutions to the needs of our earth. To request a copy of the book 
or to join the Sunday morning discussions, please contact Sarah Pundt. 

Parents: It has been a pleasure to see so many of our young people join us online each week for Sunday school. 
This gathering time has highlighted how important our church connections and relationships are. Having this 
weekly check-in is providing a valuable anchor for all of us as we navigate social distancing rules. 

Adults
Sunday @ 10am

Join Sarah Pundt via Zoom for our Sunday morning adult class. We will be looking at wilderness in the Bible 
and how these stories can inform us during the pandemic and social distancing. All are welcome. Please send 
Sarah Pundt an email spundt@salemchurchverona.org if you are interested in participating and she will 
include you in the Zoom invitation. Technical help is available if you would like to join but have never used 
this application.

Sarah Pundt, Director of Christian Education 
608-692-3239 or spundt@salemchurchverona.org

Living Out God's Love through Christian Education



Spiritual Practice, Sabbath, and Creation Care
Enjoy these resources to grow spiritually during some Sabbath time outdoors.  

These resources are for children, adults, individuals, and families. 

Backyard Scavenger Hunt
During the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic, the Creation Care Team of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Wake Forest, North 
Carolina created this Backyard Scavenger Hunt to encourage members to get outside and appreciate creation. For 
complete information, please visit https://buildfaith.org/backyard-scavenger-hunt-for-earth-day/ or go to the Building 
Faith website and search for backyard scavenger hunt.

UCC Conference Creation Care Team
The WI Conference UCC has its own Creation Care team that provides information and resources to churches and their 
members. Their website has information on starting a Green Team, solar installation, creation care webinars, becoming 
a Creation Justice Church, and many other ways individuals can grow in their knowledge of earth care and explore 
activism opportunities. Please visit the conference website: https://www.wcucc.org/justice-ministries/environmental-
justice/

Holy Hikes with Psalms 
The Psalms are full of natural imagery. The folks at Building Faith have created a list of verses from the Psalms which 
can be used to frame a hike or time spent in nature. These verses offer a holy lens to enrich both the time outdoors and 
the hiker’s relationship with scripture. There are hiking options for children and youth and another option for adults. 
For more information, please visit the Building Faith website: https://buildfaith.org/holy-hikes-with-the-psalms/

Salem UCC Labyrinth
As our spring weather improves, spend time in prayer or meditation at the Salem UCC labyrinth. The information house 
next to the labyrinth has resources to guide your experience. Please contact Sarah Pundt if you have any questions or 
would like additional information. 

Vacation Bible School 

Great Big Beautiful World
July 19-23, 2020*

During our VBS week we will enjoy the beauty and wonder of creation together, learn to notice the ways that 
we impact the natural world through our choices and actions, and join in caring for all of creation.

• Evening program and community meal.
• Bible stories, music, games, crafts, and more for children and youth ages 2 and up.
• Special VBS program for adults
• Childcare available upon request (ages 6 months-2 years)
• Registration materials available soon.

*At this time, we are advised by local officials to continue social distancing and “safer at home” practices 
through the end of May. We are still planning to host VBS in July as scheduled. However, we will adjust our 
VBS plans as needed to accommodate any additional restrictions as recommended by authorities.



And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.   
           –Colossians 3:15 

Did you see this coming? As you were going about your normal life of school and home, feeling excited about some 
good thing or disappointed by some bad thing, did you ever think that you would end up spending spring of 2020 
taking your classes from home and talking with your friends on Zoom? 

Most of us here in Verona can watch this pandemic unfold in relative safety. We have secure homes to live in and 
enough food to eat. Yet some of us are suffering greatly. Some worry about loved ones who might get sick or lose 
their jobs. Some are lonely. Some are adding the worry of infection on top of an already-towering pile of troubles. 
Many of us feel bored, irritable, anxious, and weary, sometimes all at the same time. 

By now, someone has probably told you that you will remember this time for the rest of your life. Listen to them. 
Your parents, and even your grandparents, have never seen anything quite like what you are seeing right now. They 
have seen other turning points in history. This one is yours.

How will you remember this time? 

Although it may seem like the global pandemic has been going on forever and that the news coverage of it will never 
end, someday it will. This, too, shall pass. Before it does, let’s challenge ourselves to see it for what it is: a crisis filled 
with the spirit of the living God. Jesus is present here and now in powerful ways. When we see the worried, the sick, 
and the grieving, we are seeing the face of Jesus. When we see the tired eyes of those serving others, we are seeing 
the face of Jesus. Even when all the days start to seem the same, and all we want is to be able to hang out with our 
friends at Culver’s again, Jesus is most definitely living in us and in our world.

The face of Jesus appears in places we might not expect or realize. I believe we are seeing the face of Jesus when 
we gather by Zoom on Friday nights for fun and friendship. Certainly we see it when we serve others and pray for 
them. In the future, when your children’s children ask you what it was like to live through the year of Covid-19, I hope 
that you will remember it as a time when good things happened too. We are forced to be apart from each other 
physically for a while. That is true. In the verse above, from Paul’s letter to the Colossians, there is a greater truth: 
we are one body. Jesus has made sure of that. 

Praying for your safety and the renewal of your spirit,
Cathy Kwilinski  ~on behalf of the Salem Youth Ministry Team~
(Janet Dahl, Cara Bahr, Nathan Bahr, Sarah Pundt, and Cathy Kwilinski)

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to the Father 
through him.           –Colossians 3:17
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Social Justice Corner
“…for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,  
I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing,  
I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.”       
     --Matthew 25:35-36

There are many communities that are vulnerable to the Covid-19 virus as it tears its way through our country: the 
elderly, the poor, the medically fragile. There is another group within our borders, mostly hidden from our sight, who 
are in extreme danger: migrants and asylum seekers being held in immigration detention centers. On any given day, the 
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency (ICE) keeps nearly 40,000 people in over 200 detention centers, the 
largest such population in the world. These centers are a mix of government and private facilities as well as county 
jails. ICE is responsible for the health and well-being of all the people in its custody, including families with children.

Amnesty International, a respected human-rights organization, recently released the results of an investigation into 
health conditions into ICE’s detention system. They found that ICE has shown a reckless disregard for the safety of 
its prisoners and the staff who guard them. Detention centers lack adequate soap, hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, 
masks, and gloves. Detainees cannot distance themselves from other people, even those who show signs of infection. 
As of April 4, ICE had confirmed cases in 12 of its detention facilities in 7 states. 

ICE has the legal authority to release any detained persons for the sake of protecting the public health. And it has 
the moral responsibility to protect the health of both its staff and the vulnerable people in its custody. These are not 
dangerous criminals, but civil detainees, many of whom are seeking asylum in our country. They include people with 
chronic medical problems, as well as children and pregnant women. 

There is something that we can do about this injustice. Let’s insist that our U.S. Senators and Representative hold 
ICE accountable. ICE must release as many people in its facilities as it can safely do. Contact our elected officials by 
entering a comment on their official websites: https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/, https://www.ronjohnson.senate.gov/
public/, https://pocan.house.gov/



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 1
7PM – Youth Nite

2

3
9:00AM – Pre-K-5 Sunday School
10:00AM– Adult Sunday School
11:00AM – MS/HS Sunday School

10AM – Worship on VHAT-98

4 5 6
7PM – BRC & Chancel Choir

7
6PM – Worship on VHAT-98

8
7PM – Youth Nite

9

10
9:00AM – Pre-K-5 Sunday School
10:00AM– Adult Sunday School
11:00AM – MS/HS Sunday School

10AM – Worship on VHAT-98

11 12
7PM – Council

13
7PM – BRC & Chancel Choir

14
6PM – Worship on VHAT-98

16
7PM – Youth Nite

17

18
9:00AM – Pre-K-5 Sunday School
10:00AM– Adult Sunday School
11:00AM – MS/HS Sunday School

10AM – Worship on VHAT-98

19 20 21
7PM – BRC & Chancel Choir

JUNE NEWSLETTER  
ARTICLES DUE

22 
6PM – Worship on VHAT-98
6:30PM – Men's Fellowship
7PM – Women's Fellowship

(Koinonia)

23
7PM – Youth Nite

24

25
9:00AM – Pre-K-5 Sunday School
10:00AM– Adult Sunday School
11:00AM – MS/HS Sunday School

10AM – Worship on VHAT-98

26
Memorial Day

27 28
7PM – BRC & Chancel Choir

29 
6PM – Worship on VHAT-98

30
7PM – Youth Nite

31
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The Meetings shown on this calendar are virtual meetings through Zoom.  
If you would like to participate, please reach out to a staff member.  

Technical help is available if you would like to join but have never used this application.
Mark Yurs (myurs@salemchurchverona.org), Janet Dahl (jdahl@salemchurchverona.org),  

Sarah Pundt (spundt@salemchurchverona.org), Cara Bahr (cbahr@salemchurchverona.org)



SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
502 MARK DRIVE 
PO BOX 930125 
VERONA, WI 53593-0125

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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SALEM CHURCH STAFF:
PH: 608-845-7315 
www.salemchurchverona.org
Minister: 
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Yurs 
myurs@salemchurchverona.org
Office Administrator:  
Cara Bahr 
cbahr@salemchurchverona.org 
Director of Youth Ministry 
Janet Dahl 
jdahl@salemchurchverona.org
Director of Christian Education: 
Sarah Pundt 
spundt@salemchurchverona.org
Music Director:   
Dawn Lingard
Choir Director: 
Janet Dahl
Bell Choir Director: 
Carrie Coenen
Church Council President: 
Kathy Hauser

In these uncertain times, the best way to recieve 
current information is by visiting our facebook 

page and liking us or by visiting the website.

facebook.com/VeronaSalemUCC 
twitter.com/salemuccverona
www.salemchurchverona.org

If you do not have internet access, Pastor Mark 
and others will reach out to you by phone.


