
Is not [Christ’s] Church largely dependent on what tired folk  
give Him in the evening after a full day?

~Arthur John Gossip, The Galilean Accent (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1926), p. 30.

That is a line from one of my favorite preachers of old.
Isn’t it wonderful?
The beauty of Gossip’s statement is that it is true.
He knew it, no doubt, from his years as a pastor in the Scottish cities of Farfar, 

Glasgow, and Aberdeen.
I know it from my years of work in Belvidere and in Verona.
The life of the church is sustained, under God, by the service volunteers render 

to the church in evening hours.
Here in Verona, the typical meeting time for church committees has been 7 

PM. In Belvidere it was 7:30. Depending upon the committee and the amount on 
the agenda for an evening, most church meetings last up to 90 minutes, I would say, 
though some go longer if the matter(s) to be puzzled through are difficult.

To get to these meetings - - even now when many of them are taking place 
remotely over Zoom - - people hasten straight from work, some skipping supper, 
some bringing supper along with them, while others snarf something down in a 
hurry ahead of the meeting.

I do the same, though seldom skipping a meal.
But I have the great advantage. As a full-time minister, I can spend a portion of 

the daytime hours in preparation for an evening meeting. I have sufficient leisure, 
though it is officially work, to think my thoughts, make my notes, and set my plan.

Others around the meeting table - - or now on the Zoom screen - - must spend 
their daytime hours with the issues, concerns, demands, questions, frustrations, and 
exertions of their occupations. 

I come to church meetings refreshed and eager and paid to be present.
You come as a volunteer, though you are perhaps already weary at the end of the day.

Living out god's Love

MARK-ET PLACEscripture 
readings  
for MAY:
Week of May 2:  
Acts 8:26-40 
Psalm 22:25-31 
1 John 4:7-21 
John 15:1-8

Week of May 9: 
Acts 10:44-48 
Psalm 98 
1 John 5:1-6 
John 15:9-17

May 13: Ascension Day 
Acts 1:1-11 
Psalm 47 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Luke 24:44-53

Week of May 16: 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
Psalm 1 
1 John 5:9-13 
John 17:6-19

Week of May 23: 
Acts 2:1-21 
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Romans 8:22-27 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
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But - - and this is the point I want to make before I turn in my key - - you are 
equally eager to lovingly serve your Lord by giving of your time to the Lord’s 
church to the best of your ability.

 And, as A. J. Gossip suggested, your gifts in the evening have, under 
God, guided and sustained the church, helping it to thrive and to be a place of 
importance for people young and old.

 Thank you for that. It has been a joy to see over these years.

MEY

 MAY 
BIRTHDAYS

...Scripture Readings continued

Week of May 30:  
Isaiah 6:1-8 
Psalm 29 
Romans 8:12-17 
John 3:1-17

...Mark-et Place continued 

Sign-up to attend in-person worship
The following link can be used to sign up for in-person worship. You will 
need to sign up in advance for each service you plan to attend. If you do 
not have internet access or would like help signing up, please contact the 
church office to reserve your spot. The purpose of signing up in advance is 
to be sure that we can allow for safe distancing within the sanctuary.

https://rsvp.church/r/6XQlGLk2
*Note that the character after the “Q” is a lower case “L”.

The service may be heard from our parking lot over FM radio tuned to 96.5

We will observe the Rite of Confirmation during worship on Pentecost 
Sunday, May 23, for Marisa Denu, Kaden Nechvatal, Chase Runnheim, and 
Blaise Westphal.

Do you need assistance with lawn mowing, yardwork, outdoor painting, 
or dog walking? The youth of Salem would like to serve you and they are 
looking for opportunities to help their Salem community by providing any 
work that can be done outdoors, or in an otherwise Covid-safe environment. 
Please contact Sarah Pundt (spundt@salemchurchverona.org) for more 
information or to schedule a service. 

Our Sympathies to the family of Gladys Behnke who died on April 9th 
(her late husband Elmer's birthday). Her memorial service was held in our 
sanctuary on April 17, 2021.

Welcome to Skylar Mae Flood who was baptized in our sanctuary on April 
18, 2021. She was born on October 8, 2020 and her parents are Jacob and 
Bridget Flood.

RITE OF CONFIRMATION

at your service

A Sympathy and a Joy

men's fellowship
The plan as of this writing is for 
the men’s group of Salem United 
Church of Christ to meet on 
Thursday, May 13, at 6:30 PM, 
at the home of Dale Yurs. A light 
supper will be provided and we 
will enjoy a time of conversation 
and Bible study. Our Bible study 
will gather around the three 
stories in Matthew 25. Each story 
poses its own question. Are you 
spiritually prepared? Are you using 
your gift? Are you caring for those 
at the margins?

Sawyer Quade
Mark Yurs
Riley Dahlk
Martha Booth
Anne Schmid
Morgan Moll 
Arlene Stradlbeger, Catie Cullen 
Kari Pechan
Guy Williams 
Carolyn Kleinfeldt
Sarah Worley
Ron Pauley, Israel Kwilinski,  
Drew Adams
Kay Berry

3:
5:
7:

 8:  
13:
14: 
18:
19:
21:
24:
25:
28:

29:

*Let the church office know if we 
missed your birthday.



Sarah Pundt, Director of Christian Education 
608-692-3239 or spundt@salemchurchverona.org

Living Out God's Love through Christian Educationliving out god's love through christian education

PreK-Grade 5 & Grades 6-12 
May
2 @ 9:45 Music at Salem
9 No Sunday School 
16 Saul’s Conversion
23 Paul & the Corinthians

*On May 2 @ 9:45am, the children will meet at church to record a song with 
Janet Dahl. The recording will take place outdoors with masks and proper social 
distancing. We will not have regular Sunday school for this age group on May 2. 
This recorded music will be shared during the May 9 worship service. 

Grades 6-12
May
2 Paul & the Corinthians 
9 No Scheduled Sunday School
16 Saul’s Conversion
23 Confirmation Sunday- No Sunday School 

Adult Sunday School:
NEW TIME! Sunday @ 7pm
Our online adult Sunday school class is now on Sunday evenings @ 7pm. 
Please contact Sarah Pundt for the link to join (current participants will 
automatically receive the invitation).

The Lives of Jesus Sunday evenings @ 7pm 4/18-5/23
Who is the real Jesus? And what would Jesus think of the way we define him 
today? These are two of the questions we will explore during this 6-week 
study. Each of the four Gospels tells the story of Jesus. Using the Living the 
Questions curriculum, we will examine how each Gospel is written and the 
different ways they describe Jesus. All are welcome!

Christian ed 
calendar
Weekly Sunday school available 
online via Zoom for all ages. Current 
participants will automatically 
receive a link to join their group. If 
you are new and would like to join a 
group, please contact Sarah Pundt.

PreK-Grade 5 @9am
Grades 6-12 @ 9am
Adults @7pm (new time!)

Sunday school classes & schedule

PreK-Grade 5
Nathan Bahr
Janet Dahl
Heather Thoma
Kari Westphal
Beth Yurs

Grades 6-12
Kathy Hauser 
Lisa Hart
Cathy Kwilinksi 

Save the Date!
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

August 15-19, 2021

Sunday School Teacher Recognition May 16 @ 10:30am
During worship on May 16, we have the privilege of publicly thanking our 
Sunday school teachers for this past program year. These teachers had a 
unique job this year that was, at times, daunting. Each of these individuals 
rose to the challenge of leading Sunday school online. Their service was 
vitally important in our Christian Education ministry during a time our young 
people really needed the consistency of a connection with the church. We 
acknowledge the following teachers with gratitude and thanksgiving:



If you are looking for ways to engage in the work of the church beyond the community of Salem, spend some  
time exploring the websites for the WI Conference UCC https://www.wcucc.org/ and National UCC  
https://www.ucc.org/ . Reading materials, webinar information, and action steps are available for a wide  
variety of topics.
You can find information on:
Environmental Justice Ministries
Economic Justice Ministries
Racial Justice Ministries

Disabilities and Mental Health Ministries
Justice Peace and Action Network
Our Faith Our Vote
Programs and Education Resources

WI Conference and National UCC Resources

Parent’s Promise May 27 @ 7pm
This group is for parents of tweens, teens, and young 
adults. Join this circle of parents for online conversation 
and fellowship as we support each other in raising young 
people of faith. Newcomers and visitors are always 
welcome! Please contact Sarah Pundt for the Zoom link 
to the gathering. 

Koinonia May 20 @ 7pm 
The women of Salem will gather online for fellowship. 
Current participants will automatically receive a zoom 
link for the gathering. Newcomers and visitors are 
always welcome. Please contact Sarah Pundt if you 
would like the like to join us. 

Summer Camps are Open! (and it’s not just for kids!)
United Church Camps Outdoor Ministry

Ignite your fire, feed your soul, build your faith….. 
in nature’s sanctuary.

Please take a moment to visit the UCCI website for 
the exciting camp opportunities for every age and 
interest www.ucci.org. In addition to family camps and 
traditional kids’ camps, UCCI offers a variety of programs 
for adults. Here are some examples: Women’s Wild 
Weekend, Seniors +, Active Adult Adventures (age 50+), 
Men’s Northwoods Weekend, Memory Care Camp (for 
participants with dementia, care partners, and families), 
and Art Workshops at Cedar Valley. 
Volunteer Opportunities: Ages 14+
Summer Employment Opportunities: Ages 18+

small groups online special & seasonal events



Youth Opportunities at Salem
Grades 6-12

All Are Welcome!

Sarah Pundt, Interim Director of Youth Ministry
608-692-3239 or spundt@salemchurchverona.org

MAY 2021 Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!
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Salem youth newsletter

Welcome to our New YMT!
Julie Adams, Kathy Hauser, and Krista Nechvatal are joining us 
on the Youth Ministry Team. We are grateful for their energy, 
ideas, and care for our youth and program. 

Cathy Kwilinski, Cara Bahr, and Nathan Bahr have made plans 
to retire. Cathy will be retiring in June and Cara and Nathan 
will be retiring later in the summer. These three individuals 
have each given 10+ years to the youth ministry at Salem! They 
still plan to occasionally join us at a meeting, but they will 
step back from their planning roles. Their service and ministry 
have benefited many youth through the years. 

Sunday School
Curriculum based Christian Education is available for grades 
6-12 on Sundays @ 9am. This age-blended class has a 
dedicated team of 3 teachers. The small-group experience and 
open discussion provide an opportunity to examine the Bible 
more closely and discover ways to apply the teachings to daily 
life. During Covid-19 restrictions, this class is taught online via 
Zoom. Please contact Sarah Pundt for the link to join. 

Confirmation May 23 @10:30am
Please join me in celebrating our Confirmands: Marissa Denu, 
Kaden Nechvatal, Chase Runnheim, and Blaise Westphal.

Youth Group
Youth grades 6-12 gather twice per month for fellowship, 
faith, and fun.  Gatherings take place at Salem UCC unless 
otherwise noted. Friends are always welcome! 
May 16 @ 1pm  Scavenger Hunt
June 6 @ 6:30pm Campfire
June 20@6:30pm TBD  

Intergenerational Connections
July 11   Outdoors with John and Cari Bass
John and Cari have invited the youth to their rural, wooded 
property in Barneveld to enjoy the hiking trails and outdoor 
labyrinth. More details forthcoming in the June newsletter but 
save the date!

Do you have a special interest or hobby you would like to 
share with Salem’s Youth? Intergenerational connections are 
vital to healthy faith development in young people. Please 
contact Sarah Pundt to plan and schedule your event. 

We are currently developing youth service opportunities for 
the spring and summer months. All activities will adhere to 
Covid-19 precautions. The following are some of the ideas 
in the works. You are encouraged to pursue any of these 
activities on your own or with us as a group. Watch your email 
for more details on group projects or contact Sarah Pundt.

FB4KMadison (Free Bikes for Kids)
This organization distributes free bicycles and works toward 
equity in transportation and recreation. The youth will take a 
shift to clean bikes and prepare them for donation. 

We can plan future work with this organization by learning 
how to do bike maintenance and repair, collecting gently used 
bicycles collection, or participating in bicycle distribution. 

Garden Projects
Salem Youth Garden Project: The youth will plan, grow, and 
harvest produce in the Salem garden. This produce will be 
shared with the church congregation or donated to help 
others gain access to locally grown food. 

service opportunities



May
3 @ 6:30pm YMT

16 @ 1pm Youth Gathering  
 Scavenger Hunt

23  @ 10:30am Confirmation

June
6  @ 10:30am Senior Sunday 
 @ 6:30pm Youth Gathering 
 Campfire

20 @ 6:30pm Youth Gathering (TBD)

July 
11 Intergenerational Connections 
 Outdoors with John & Cari Bass

25 @ 6:30pm Youth Gathering 
 Outdoor Movie Night

*Monitor your email for upcoming service 
opportunities. 

youth calendarLacy Gardens
This is a Madison Area Food Pantry Garden located on Lacy 
Rd, Fitchburg. For information on volunteer shifts visit http://
foodpantrygardens.org/lacy-garden.html 

At Your Service 
Do you need assistance with lawn mowing, yardwork, outdoor 
painting, or dog walking? The youth of Salem would like to 
serve you. They are looking for opportunities to help their 
Salem community by providing any work that can be done 
outdoors, or in an otherwise Covid- safe environment. Please 
contact Sarah Pundt for more information or to schedule 
a service. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2
9:45AM – PreK-Grade 5 Music @ church 
(outdoors) 
9:45AM – MS/HS Sunday School @ 
church (outdoors) 
10:30AM - In-Person Worship
10AM – Worship on VHAT-98
7PM – Adult Sunday School

3
6:30PM – YMT

4
7-8PM – Gifts of Joy 
Journaling Group

5 
6:30PM – Confirmation
6:30PM – Handbells

6
6PM – Worship on VHAT-98

7 8

9
No Sunday School PreK-HS
10:30-11:15AM – In-Person Worship
10AM – Worship on VHAT-98
7PM – Adult Sunday School

10 11
6PM - Finance
7PM – Council

12
6:30PM – Confirmation 
6:30PM – Handbells

13
6PM – Worship on VHAT-98 
6:30PM – Men's Fellowship  
@ Dale Yurs'

14 15

16
9AM – PreK-Grade 5 Sunday School
9AM – MS/HS Sunday School 
10:30-11:15AM – In-Person Worship 
10AM – Worship on VHAT-98 
1-2PM – Youth Gathering
7PM – Adult Sunday School

17 18
6:30PM – BoCE

19
6:30PM – Confirmation
6:30PM – Handbells

20
6PM – Worship on VHAT-98
7PM – Women's Fellowship
(Koinonia) 

21 22

23
9AM – PreK-Grade 5 Sunday School
9AM – MS/HS Sunday School 
10:30-11:15AM – In-Person Worship 
10AM – Worship on VHAT-98 
7PM – Adult Sunday School

24
JUNE 

 NEWSLETTER  
ARTICLES DUE

25 26
6:30PM – Confirmation

27
7PM – Parent's Promise

28 29

30
10:30AM - In-Person Worship
10AM – Worship on VHAT-98

31 
MEMORIAL DAY
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502 Mark Drive 
PO Box 930125 
Verona, WI 53593-0125

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

An Open  
and Affirming  
Congregation

SALEM CHURCH STAFF:
PH: 608-845-7315 
www.salemchurchverona.org
Minister: 
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Yurs 
myurs@salemchurchverona.org
Office Administrator:  
Cara Bahr 
cbahr@salemchurchverona.org 
Director of Christian Education 
& Interim Director of Youth Ministry: 
Sarah Pundt 
spundt@salemchurchverona.org
Music Director:   
Dawn Lingard
Choir Director: 
Janet Dahl
jdahl@salemchurchverona.org
Bell Choir Director: 
Carrie Coenen
Church Council President: 
Kevin Booth

Gifts of Joy Journaling Group, May 4, 7-8 PM

Devotional Booklets Available
Our Daily Bread, These Days and The Upper 
Room devotional booklets are available in the 
information box located next to the outdoor 
labrynth or if you come to in-person worship 
you can find them on the wall in the entryway. 
We can also mail them upon request.

rite of comfirmation
Sunday, May 23, 10:30am

Association meeting
The Annual Meeting of the Southwest Wisconsin Association 
will take place over Zoom on May 8 from 9 until noon. If you 

would like to be a delegate or a visitor to this meeting, let 
Mark know and he will send in your registration.


