
Much of the economic discussion this election season is set 
up as a pitched battle between capitalism and socialism.

I will leave it to others with more deftness than mine to 
define those two terms and to compare and contrast their 
meanings, as well as their assets and liabilities for today.

What I would much rather do is put the emphasis on a third 
term, one as economic and political as it is theological and 
ethical.

The word I wish to focus upon is neighborliness. Biblical 
faith elevates neighborliness to an essential place in life and 
society. It is, simply put, the care we owe another in light of our 
relationship with God.

Neighborliness begins to occupy this key position almost 
as soon as the Israelites fleeing Egypt are out from under 
the tyranny of Pharaoh. As long as the people were under 
Pharaoh’s tyranny there was no time to show concern for 
another. Everyone was under the command to produce, not 
for self-consumption or for the common good, but for the sake 
of Pharaoh’s whim. The restructured society outside Egypt, 
no longer governed by Pharaoh, was gathered around the Ten 
Commandments. These ten laws focused on duties to God and 
duties to neighbors.

As time progressed, neighbor-concern became a 
fundamental tenet of Israel’s society. The standard was phrased 
in terms of two commandments – love for God and love for 
neighbor.

My devotional reading carried me just the other day to 
Proverbs 3. While there are many interesting lines in Proverbs 
3, the one that caught my eye in particular is the one found at 
verses 27 and 28:

Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due,
when it is in your power to do it.

Do not say to your neighbor, “Go, and come again,
tomorrow I will give it” – when you have it with you.

Those lines speak of neighborliness as promptly offering 
good to others insofar as we are capable. It is not something 
that should be put off.

Read in that way, neighborliness is an act of kindness which 
we are to offer out of our generosity.

But there is an interesting footnote in my study Bible at the 
end of verse 27. The footnote suggests that verse 27 could just 
as easily be translated to read,

Do not withhold good from its owners,
when it is in your power to do it.  

  [I have added the italics.]
This reading puts a different twist on things altogether. It 

suggests that the good I can offer – the neighborliness I can 
show – is not simply mine to give; it belongs to those who need it.

Now, I do not know where capitalism and socialism fit into 
that. But I am prompted by my Bible to interject neighborliness 
into my politics. When I accept that biblical interjection, I see 
that the question raised by incumbents every four years – “Are 
you better off than you were four years ago?” – is a misleading 
question if it is not given its neighborly implications. Those 
neighborly implications say that if I am better off, then some of 
my betterment belongs not to me but to the neighbor in need.
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SACRED IDENTITY: Who You Are in Christ
A Sermon Series for the Evening Services during Lent 2020
We all know we are vulnerable to identity theft. But for most of us, the real 
threat is not that our identity will be stolen so much as it is that a false 
and shallow identity will be imposed upon us. Strong passwords guard 
against identity theft. Key words of the Bible help guard us against identity 
imposition. Knowing the key words is as important as remembering 
passwords. Our series this Lent studies identities scripture assigns to us so 
we can see ourselves as Christ sees us and not as the world wishes us to be.

February 26: You are Dust, Genesis 2:7
March 4: You are the Image of God, Genesis 1:27
March 11: You are Fallen, Romans 3:23
March 18  You are Reconciled, 2 Corinthians 5:18-19
March 25: You are Sanctified, 1 Corinthians 1:2; Hebrews 10:10
April 1: You are Sent, John 17:18; 20:21
April 9: You are a Friend of Jesus, John 15:15
April 10: You are One for Whom Christ Died, 1 Peter 2:24; 3:18-19

Through the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering,  
we are planting seeds of new life.
Together, we are investing in communities worldwide: providing education 
to girls and boys, empowering communities through vocational training, 
supporting microcredit lending and seeing people through to self-
sufficiency, empowering families with skills to support themselves and 
their neighbors, and participating in sustainable solutions that offer dignity 
to all.

These are just a few ways the OGHS offering touches God’s children, in 
addition to disaster relief and refugee initiatives.

Through your generosity, the world is a better place. But more is needed. 
Today, you have an opportunity to plant seeds into the lives of others. 
Be a co-worker with God. Building, planting, watering…and trusting that 
God gives growth to all good gifts shared in faith. Thank you for your 
partnership. 

We will be receiving OGHS offerings through the month of March.

Thank you for your generosity

Men’s Group
Salem’s men’s fellowship will meet next at Doug Smith's house on 
Thursday, March 19, at 6:30. We will have a light supper, conversation, and 
a brief Bible study. This group is open to all the men of the church. 

 Scripture Readings for March
Week of Mar. 1: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
 Psalm 32 
 Romans 5:12-19 
 Matthew 4:1-11
Week of Mar. 8: Genesis 12:1-4a 
 Psalm 121 
 Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
 John 3:1-17
Week of Mar. 15: Exodus 17:1-7 
 Psalm 95 
 Romans 5:1-11 
 John 4:5-42
Week of Mar. 22: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 Psalm 23 
 Ephesians 5:8-14 
 John 9:1-41
Week of Mar. 29: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 Psalm 130 
 Romans 8:6-11 
 John 11:1-45
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Scholarship Opportunity
Salem is pleased to make available scholarships for current church 
members for expenses during the first year of college, trade school, or 
technical college.

To receive one of these scholarships, interested persons must complete an 
application form by April 1, 2020. Contact the church office to receive an 
application form should you wish one.

Please note this is not limited to high school seniors. Older adults who are 
planning to attend college, trade school, or technical college are likewise 
encouraged to apply.

INTERGENERATIONAL DRUM CIRCLE
Sunday, March 15, 6-7PM
Anyone from Grade 4 through adult is invited to participate in the 
INTERGENERATIONAL DRUM CIRCLE. No musical background is required. 
We focus on providing a welcoming atmosphere for all people to socialize 
through making music together, encouraging creativity and cooperation, 
and providing an alternative setting for spiritual growth. Come with an 
open mind, and bring along any percussion instruments you may have 
sitting around. Be part of a drum circle and play music that renews all of 
our spirits.

FUTURE SALEM NEWSLETTERS
In an effort to save some postage and to honor our committment to 
recycling/conserving resources, Cara will send the April Newsletter via 
the post office mail delivery only to those whom we DO NOT have e-mail 
addresses for. If you already receive other communications from Salem 
via e-mail, you will now recieve your monthly newsletter in this format. 
Copies of all current and past newsletters can be found on our website 
(salemchurchverona.org) under the "About" tab. If you still wish to receive 
the newsletter by mail (even if we have your e-mail), please contact Cara 
by e-mail (cbahr@salemchurchverona.org) or by calling the church office. 
Alternately, you could pick up a printed copy at the church (please also 
inform Cara, so she can print enough extras).

  

March 23  The Lost Roses  
 by Martha Hall Kelly
April 27 The Only Woman in the Room  
 by Marie Benedict
May 26 Eleanor Oliphant is   
(Tuesday) Completely Fine  
 by Gail Honeyman
June 22  Pachinko by Min Jin Lee
July 27 Educated by Tara Westover
Aug 24  Olive, Again  
 by Elizabeth Stroud
Sept 28  The Dutch House  
 by Ann Patchett
Oct 26  Unsheltered  
 by Barbara Kingsolver
Nov 23 Before and After  
 by Judy Christie & Lisa Wingate

Salem book group meets at 7pm for casual 
conversation and lively literary discussions. 
If you enjoy a good book, join the fun and 
fellowship. Please come even if you didn't 
like the book as it is good to have other 
perspectives

Salem Book Group Selections

Sunday Ministers of Hospitality
Please check the kiosk in fellowship hall or 
contact the church office for openings to  
welcome and serve fellowship. We are  
working on alternative methods to filling  
these needs in the future.

COMMUNION SERVERS: 
Second Sunday, March 8th 
 Randy Marks, Kathy Hauser,  
 Harlan Hall, Jon Pundt

LITURGISTS
March 1st  Doug Smith
March 8th  Kathy Hauser
Marth 15th  Youth 
March 22nd  Kelli Malueg
March 29th  Joan Gering



Thank You!

The Youth SOUP COOK OFF and RAFFLE were a tremendous success! All in attendance were  
graced with sixteen delicious soup entries. The “voters” took their task very seriously, selecting 

their favorite soups. And, the “Golden Ladle” went to none other than our very own “lunch lady,”  
Sherrol Yurs with her Creamy Chicken entry. Second place went to Krista Nechvatel’s Corn 

Chowder and Third place to Scot Cullen’s Vegetable Beef Soup.  

All the soup entries were “winners”....
Paul Wieland’s Bacon Soup 
Rose Wieland’s Chicken Noodle 
Cathy Kwilinski’s Southwestern Vegetable Soup 
Kelli Maueg’s Broccoli Cauliflower Cheese Soup 
Cara Bahr’s Chicken Tortilla 
Dale Yurs’ Seafood Chowder 
Terry & Linda McNamara’s Chicken Wild Rice 
Kelly & Amy Bass’ Tomato Bisque 
Kari Westphal’s Zuppa Toscana 
Chris & Kris Wilbricht’s Chili 
Lisa Hart’s Chicken with Homemade Egg Noodles 
Hugh Houser’s Sweet Potato and Black Bean 
Judy Skupien’s Taco Soup.

Again, the youth thank all who donated to the Raffle and Soup Cook Off, raising funds for Youth 
Mission & Service Projects. Keep an eye out for announcements on how you might be involved in 
Intergenerational Mission/Service Projects this summer.



Sunday school is provided for all ages every Sunday morning 9-10am from September 15, 2019-May 17, 2020. 
Nursery care is provided during the Sunday school hour for children ages 6 mos-2 years and during worship for 
children ages 6 months-5 years. **Transportation and childcare are available for all other events upon request. 
Contact Sarah Pundt for more information.**

Preschool & Elementary Classes (Pre-K-Grade 5)
Mar. 1 Mary Anoints Jesus, John 12:1-19
Mar. 8 The Last Supper, Matthew 26:1-5, 14-30
Mar. 15 Jesus’ Arrest & Death, Matthew 36-27:66
  Children Sing in Worship @10:15 am
Mar. 22 Jesus is Risen! , Matthew 28:1-10
Mar. 29 God Hears Hagar & Ishmael, Genesis 16:1-15;21:8-21

Middle & High School Combined Class (Grades 6-12)
Throughout Lent, the middle/high school Sunday school class will have a guided discussion on the topics 
covered in Chuck Tennessen’s book, Because We are All Forever Earthbound; Stories for Building a Better 
Planet. Please come participate in this important conversation!

Adult Sunday School Class:  
We continue our year-long exploration of race in our nation with a book study of The Cross and the Lynching 
Tree by Dr. James Cones. Throughout Lent, our Sunday morning discussions of this book will allow us to 
continue examining race in our nation while also deepening our understanding of the cross. Please contact 
Sarah Pundt if you would like a copy of the book.

Lenten Devotional:  Sacred Identity: Who You Are In Christ
Back by popular demand! Members of Salem have written personal reflections on the Bible passages Mark 
will feature during his Wednesday evening sermon series throughout Lent. This series studies identities 
scripture assigns to us so we can see ourselves as Christ sees us and not as the world wishes us to be. Pick up 
your copy of the devotional booklet to use during your daily devotions and join us on Wednesday evenings 
throughout Lent. 

Sarah Pundt, Director of Christian Education 
608-692-3239 or spundt@salemchurchverona.org

Living Out God's Love through Christian Education

VBS 2020

SAVE THE DATE!
July 19-23



Small Groups

Politics & Spirituality March 12 @ 7pm 
How do we come together as “one nation under God”? Come join us for an evening of discussion about the 
politics in our nation and how to have a faith-filled reaction to the stress and uncertainty we encounter on a daily 
basis. This evening is not intended to be a political debate and all political views are welcome to join us in a safe 
space for productive discussion. 

Parent’s Promise March 1 @ 11:30am-1:00pm
This group is for parents of tweens, teens, and young adults ages 13-22. Join Sarah Pundt in the 1st floor 
conference room for a time of discussion and fellowship.  During your child’s baptism, the congregation 
promised its love, support and care of both your child and you, the parents. This support is not limited to the 
years when the children are little and continues as the children grow into young adults. Please come join us for 
discussion and let us fulfill our baptismal promise to you.  

Koinonia (Women’s Fellowship)    March 19@7pm   
All the women of Salem are invited to gather for a time of spiritual reflection, renewal, and fellowship. This group 
meets the third Thursday of each month at 7pm. Visitors welcome! Please contact Cari Bass (cari.bass.cb@gmail.
com) or Sarah Pundt if you have topic ideas you would like to explore or if you would like to host the group. Next 
event:

Building Bridges: Portraits of Immigrants and Refugees
A huge thank you goes out to all the volunteers who helped make this event possible! Thank you 

also to the following groups who provided financial support for this project: Women’s Guild, Mission 
Committee, BoCE, Endowment Committee, the SWA Social Concerns Committee, and additional cash 
donations. We were able to provide a donation of $1073.16 to Family Diversity Projects. This not-for-

profit creates and loans photo and text exhibits on a variety topics in an effort to prevent bullying, 
racism, and prejudice. They rely solely on donations to provide this ministry. 

Christian Education continued...



So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.

          --Galatians 6:9

It's crunch time. Late winter. Those bleak months of February and March. The months that separate the real 
Wisconsinites from people like me, who spent enough of their childhood living in the South to develop a gut-level 
dislike for temperatures below 60 degrees. However, I have spent a much greater portion of my life in the Midwest, 
so I do know a thing or two. For example, I know about the black snow.

Black snow: that nasty crud on the side of the road that used to be clean, pretty snow. Then it got driven over, 
shoveled, plowed, rained on, and refrozen into a dreary mess that is only recognizable to people in the north. I 
promise you, people in my home state of South Carolina have no idea. But for us in Wisconsin, it's a reminder that 
spring is still months away.

The black snow is a pretty good metaphor for how our faith can feel sometimes. It's there. We know what it is. But 
it doesn't inspire us or fill us with joy the way it once did. If we are honest with ourselves, sometimes we can sit in 
worship or Sunday School or youth gathering and feel nothing at all. If you have felt this way--or feel this way right 
now--take heart, because you are in good company.

People who have come before us in the Christian faith have felt the very same kind of disappointment and 
disillusionment. St. John of the Cross called times like this "the dark night of the soul." St. Therese of Lisieux pleaded, 
"If you only knew what darkness I am plunged into..." Mother Teresa of Calcutta, a 20th-century Christian leader 
known for her work with the poor of India, experienced many years of troubling doubt. "Where is my faith?" she 
asked. "Even deep down, there is nothing but emptiness and darkness." Jesus himself expressed his despair from the 
cross by quoting Psalm 22: "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"

Winter blues, black snow, spiritual dryness, and the dark night of the soul... these are the places where our faith is 
tested. Fortunately for us, our faith is rooted in the reality of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection. How we feel at any 
given time does not define our faith. 

The Apostle Paul, who wrote the words quoted above in his letter to the Galatians, was no stranger to setbacks 
in following Jesus. These words can be an encouragement to us when we are plowing through difficult times. We 
don't have to depend solely on our own efforts. Jesus is making a way for us every day. He is working in our hearts, 
healing what hurts us and teaching us the truth. We just need to keep trying to do what we know is right, without 
giving up. Doing the right thing has never changed. It's the same old program it has always been: spending time in 
prayer, reading the Bible, worshiping together, and serving others. If we keep it up, day after day and week after 
week, even when we don't feel like it, we will reap a good harvest.

In all the years you have been alive, spring has never failed to come, has it? In the same way, you can trust that the 
word of God will bear fruit in your life. So keep on keeping on, no matter how crusty and disgusting that February 
snow may be. By the grace of God, spring is just around the corner.

Praying that Christian love may bloom in all our hearts,
Cathy Kwilinski  ~on behalf of the Salem Youth Ministry Team~
(Janet Dahl, Cara Bahr, Nathan Bahr, Sarah Pundt, and Cathy Kwilinski)
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Youth Sunday    Sunday, March 15, 10:15AM
Youth and adults alike look forward to Youth Sunday each year. This is an opportunity to express to God and the 
congregation what's going on in your faith, through words, music, movement, and the reading of Scripture. Come to the 
March 1st youth gathering to help prepare for this important event in the life of our church!

Youth Newsletter | March 2020

Social Justice Corner
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  --Matthew 5:9

At the end of January, the Trump administration issued a policy statement called "Peace and Prosperity" as a 
suggested starting point for a new agreement between the nation of Israel and the Palestinian people. Unfortunately, 
this proposal is extremely slanted toward the interests of Israel at the expense of the Palestinians. Rather than 
offering either peace or prosperity, the statement ensures that there will be no peace agreement in the near future. 
They may even be an escalation of violence because of the desperate situation in the West Bank and Gaza.

While the mainstream media gave only brief attention to the Trump proposal when it was released, leaders of many 
Christian denominations in the United States have made public statements against it. Among them, the United Church 
of Christ and the Disciples of Christ have issued a joint statement condemning the proposal. 

Please consider taking three important steps in response.

First, visit www.globalministries.org. Search on "peace and prosperity." Near the top of the list of results you will 
find an article on the UCC reaction to the so-called Peace and Prosperity statement. You will also find a number of 
linked articles and other resources to help you better understand the decades-long conflict between Israel and the 
Palestinians, and the United States' part in that conflict.

Second, follow the link in the article to sign a petition in support of the UCC's position. Consider adding your name 
to the petition to express your desire for true peace in the Middle East, which can only be based on a fair and just 
agreement between the two sides.

Third, pray for healing and reconciliation between the Israeli and Palestinian people. The cycle of conflict and violence 
can only be interrupted by the miraculous work of God working through people who care about justice.
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Youth Calendar
Wed Feb 26 7:15 PM Ash Wednesday service

Wed Feb 26-Apr 1 7:15 PM Wednesday Lenten services

Thurs Feb 27 7:00 PM Lakeland University Concert Choir

Sun Mar 1 11:30-1:30 PM Youth Gathering

Sun Mar 15 9:00 AM Youth Sunday

Wed Apr 1  Scholarship application due

Sun Apr 5  Palm Sunday

Thurs Apr 9 7:15 PM Maundy Thursday service

Fri Apr 10 7:15 PM Good Friday service

Sun Apr 12  Easter Sunday

S-Th July 19-23  Vacation Bible School (contact Sarah Pundt to volunteer!)



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:00AM – Sunday School 
10:15AM – Worship
11:30AM – Fellowship
11:30-1:30PM – Youth Sunday 
Prep

2 3 4
6PM – BRC
6:30PM – Handbells
6:30PM – Chancel Choir
7:15PM – Lenten Service

5
1:30PM – Guild Meeting

6 
Eve – German Dinner 
Prep

7
German Dinner

8
Daylight Savings Time

9:00AM – Sunday School 
10:15AM – Worship
11:30AM – Fellowship 

9
Eve – Boy Scouts
6PM – YMT

10
Eve - Boy Scouts
6PM – Finance 
7PM – Council

11
6PM – BRC
6:30PM – Handbells
6:30PM – Chancel Choir
7:15PM – Lenten Service

12 13 
Eve – Cub Scout  
Ceremony & Reception

14
10AM-12PM – Youth 
Sunday Prep

15
Youth Sunday 
9:00AM – Sunday School 
10:15AM – Worship
11:30AM – Fellowship 
6-7PM – Drum Circle

16
Eve – Boy Scouts
7PM – Mission  
Committee 

17
6:30PM – Board of  
Christian Education

1
6PM – BRC
6:30PM – Handbells
6:30PM – Chancel Choir
7:15PM – Lenten Service

19
6:30PM – Men's Fellowship  
at Doug Smith's 
7PM – Women's  
Fellowship (Koinonia)

20 21

22
9:00AM – Sunday School 
10:15AM – Worship
11:30AM – Soup Cook-off  
(Youth Fundraiser)

23
Eve – Boy Scouts
7PM – Book Group

24
6:30PM – Music in  
Worship

25
6PM – BRC
6:30PM – Handbells
6:30PM – Chancel Choir
7:15PM – Lenten Service

26 27 28

29
9:00AM – Sunday School 
10:15AM – Worship
11:30AM – Fellowship 

30
Eve – Boy Scouts

31 April 1
6PM – BRC
6:30PM – Handbells
6:30PM – Chancel Choir
7:15PM – Lenten Service

 

MARCH 2020



SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
502 MARK DRIVE 
PO BOX 930125 
VERONA, WI 53593-0125

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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SALEM CHURCH STAFF:
PH: 608-845-7315 
www.salemchurchverona.org
Minister: 
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Yurs 
myurs@salemchurchverona.org
Office Administrator:  
Cara Bahr 
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Director of Youth Ministry 
Janet Dahl 
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Sarah Pundt 
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Janet Dahl
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Carrie Coenen
Church Council President: 
Kathy Hauser

Drumming Circle
Sunday, March 15, 6-7 pm
4th grade through Adult

Lenten Services 
Wednesday Evenings at 7:15pm

Who You Are in Christ

Youth Sunday Worship
Sunday, March 15


