
We United Church of Christ people need to be more vocal 
about what we do not believe.

All around us – and even within our UCC fellowship – 
there are persons who are giving up on the Christian faith 
because they assume all Christian faith is alike and they do not 
like what they hear coming from some Christians. Not knowing 
what we believe, they give up on what others believe and think 
that means they are giving up on all belief.

A little story from the life of Harry Emerson Fosdick, the 
famous preacher, helps explain what I mean. Fosdick once told 
of a young man who asked to see him. During the course of 
their interview, the young man confessed that he had given up 
his belief in God and was now an atheist. Instead of showing 
himself to be startled, Fosdick asked the young man to describe 
the God in whom he no longer believed. When the young man 
finished his description, Fosdick said, “Well, I don’t believe in 
that God either!” [I can’t find the source of this Fosdick story 
just now; Google “The Bookworm” by Spitzweg and you’ll see 
me in action looking for the elusive source.]

So! There are people who are rejecting God today. Would 
that they could come to know that we in the United Church 
of Christ, too, reject the God they are rejecting. We are 
“atheists,” as it were, when it comes to a god who is narrow, 
unbending, only wrathful, only judgmental, confined to what 
was said in the past, and without the kindness that can be found 
in a stick

A congregation my wife once knew told a woman she was 
dying of cancer because she did not have enough faith. God 
would heal her, the minister said, if she had more faith. We 
don’t believe in that minister’s God.

A pastor/police officer somewhere in Tennessee recently 
delivered a sermon in which he said that people of the LGBTQ 
community ought to be executed. He said that in the name of 
God. No wonder people are turning from God! I think it is 
blasphemy. I for one do not believe in the God that Tennessean 
believes in.

Paul Simon, the late U.S. Senator from Illinois, once 
wrote, “Religion is a powerful force for evil – and a powerful 
force for good. Religion kills, and religion heals (P.S.: The 
Autobiography of Paul Simon [Chicago: Bonus Books, 
1999], p. 118). I think of the Senator’s line when mosques 
are attacked, when synagogues are attacked, when churches 
are attacked. It is no God I believe in who whispers that evil be 
done or that violence is the answer.

The God whom I believe I have come to know in Jesus 
Christ does not insist that a woman, victimized by rape or 
incest, carry to full term the child created by that violation of her 
body and personhood. The God I believe I have come to know 
does not like abortion but tearfully and tenderly understands it 
can be at times the right thing to do.

The God whom I have come to know in Jesus does not 
reject science. Goodness, no! God invented science! God set 
the equations! God gave human beings minds to discover the 
bountiful mysteries nature holds. No God worth believing in, 
I don’t think, despises the pursuit of truth wherever it can be 
found.

What avenues are there for letting society know of our 
“atheism” when it comes to these understandings of God that 
are contrary to the ones we find in scripture and through prayer 
and worship and study? Few, I am afraid; other groups seem to 
have the microphones and the megaphones, the money and the 
means.

But we do have Fosdick’s way. We have the one-on-one 
way. It may be more effective than street demonstrations or 
marches, though those can matter. Fosdick’s way is saying to 
someone, whether across the table or perhaps in a comment 
across social media, when they profess a disbelief in God 
because of something Christians have said or done, “Well, 
I don’t believe in that God, either.” Along the line we can 
advance Christocentric Trinitarian monotheism by way of a 
vocal “atheism.”
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The Ezekiel Project
A small group of people have been gathering over recent weeks as a kind 
of “think tank” to study and to imagine what life is like for millennials, 
persons born between 1981 and 1996. The aim of the project has been to 
wonder how the church can best reach out to millennials in ways that are 
helpful and meaningful.

Here are some preliminary findings from our Ezekiel Project work.
1. It is more important to understand why millennials may not be 

present for worship than to expect them to be present at any 
predetermined day or time.

2. The needs, interests, and life-situations of millennials vary from 
person to person but tend to include feelings of loneliness, economic 
insecurity, stress, unemployment, underemployment, fatigue, and 
a sense of loss. Added to these are feelings of guilt for not spending 
more time with children, for relying too much on parents, and feelings 
of resentment for missing out on opportunities for self-care.

3. Every one of these issues is within the church’s competence, not to 
solve, but to provide support, encouragement, understanding, and 
insight. 

4. There is no Pied Piper’s magic flute to entice millennials to attend 
worship or participate in our current programs.  
 a.  Just another activity will not cut it.  
 b.  And anything that smacks of a gimmick will be seen through 
immediately and rejected. Rachel Held Evans, who died recently at 35, 
wrote of millennials, “We’ve been advertised to our entire lives. We 
can smell B.S. a mile away.”

5. The chief opening to the church for ministering to millennials 
is authenticity. Millennials, like other age cohorts, seek out and 
respond to authenticity. The best thing we can do as a congregation 
is to capitalize on the authentic relationships we already have with 
millennials, and build even more.

6. Another area of specific interest to millennials (and others) is hands-
on involvement. People want to make a difference. Hands-on mission 
involvement provides folks an opportunity to have an impact.

For further background on The Ezekiel Project, please go to the church’s 
website and, under the tab for “worship,” find the tab labelled “sermons.” 
There you will find Mark’s May 5, 2019 sermon entitled “The Ezekiel Project.”

Our Sympathies
Our sympathies to the family of Al Swain who died on May 15, 2019. His 
memorial service was held in our sanctuary on June 1.

Baptism
Asher Kenneth Burgenske was baptized in our sanctuary on June 9th. He 
was born on October 25, 2018 and his parents are David and Ellie (Smith) 
Burgenske.

  

July 29 The Death Of Mrs Westerway
 by Ruth Ware
Aug. 26 Being Mortal 
 by Atul Gawande
Sept. 23 The Library Book 
 by Susan Orlean
Oct. 28 Where The Crowdads Sing 
 by Delia Owens
Nov. 26 Girl In A Blue Dress 
 by Gaynor Arnold

Salem book group meets at 7pm for casual 
conversation and lively literary discussions. 
If you enjoy a good book, join the fun and 
fellowship. Please come even if you didn't 
like the book as it is good to have other 
perspectives

Salem Book Group Selections

Scripture Readings for July
Wk of July 7: 2 Kings 5:1-14 
 Psalm 30 
 Galatians 6:1-16 
 Luke 10:1-11
Wk of July 14: Amos 7:7-17 
 Psalm 82 
 Colossians 1:1-14 
 Luke 10:25-37
Wk of July 21: Amos 8:1-12 
 Psalm 52 
 Colossians 1:15-28 
 Luke 10:38-42
Wk of July 28: Hosea 1:2-10 
 Psalm 85 
 Colossians 2:6-19 
 Luke 11:1-13



Help with July Blood Drive
Salem will be hosting a blood drive through the Red Cross on Saturday, 
July 13 from 8am - 12pm. We will need someone to open the doors at 
6:30am for the Red Cross to set up and at least 2 volunteers to be here 
during the blood drive to welcome and serve refreshments. The drive 
should be packed up by 1:30pm for someone to lock the doors. We will 
also need donations of baked goods or other refreshments to serve to the 
blood donors. Cara Bahr can schedule an appointment for anyone wishing 
to donate blood. Anyone interested in helping with the blood drive should 
contact the church office. 

Men’s Group
The Men’s Group will meet on Thursday, July 18, at 6:30 PM at the home of 
Harlan Hall. All men of the church are invited. If you have not been before, 
please know that you are welcome. 

Biking
We will meet at the Fitchburg Library parking lot on July 13th at 9:00am.
After breakfast at The Green Lateran in Mcfarland we will head back to 
Fitchburg. Questions, contact Cindy Remus

KEEPING FAITH: Living in a Fellowship of Promise
A theme has been selected for our 2020 Stewardship Drive. It is “KEEPING 
FAITH: Living in a Fellowship of Promise.” This stewardship drive will 
proceed differently than the 2019 GLAD PRAISES! Campaign, though it 
will still involve asking our church members to complete pledge cards 
indicating how much they hope to give toward the congregation’s on-going 
work. A chief difference between the two is that instead of relying upon 
in-home visits the new stewardship drive will be structured around small 
group gatherings intent on building our connections with one another 
in fellowship as well as communicating the financial needs and goals of 
our church. There is not a capital component this time around, only an 
operating budget side. Details and dates will be coming to you soon.

Woodworker Needed
We are looking for a woodworker to help create a weatherproof box (like 
the Little Free Library). This box will be positioned near the new labyrinth 
to hold resources and information. Please contact Sarah Pundt if you are 
able to help.

Sunday Ministers of Hospitality
Our Ministers of Hospitality for the month are 
as follows. Please let the Church Office know 
if there are changes.

WELCOMERS – Welcomers should arrive 
by 9:45am on Sunday mornings.
July 7th Scot Cullen
July 14th 
July 21st Scot Cullen  
July 28th

COMMUNION SERVERS:
2nd Sunday, July 14th 
 Cara, Bahr, JoAnn Aebly, Gary Aebly,  
 Chris Worley 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR
July 7th Barb & Doug Smith
July 14th 
July 21st   
July 28th 

LITURGISTS
July 7th 
July 14th Kathy Hauser
July 21st   
July 28th Randy Marks

Monica Fiez
Ann Nelson, Frank Westphal
Paul Wieland
Robert Zurbuchen
Chris Wilbricht 
Oliver Tennyson 
Jon Pundt
Zoey Shaw
Kylie Hageman 
Sabrina Jacobus
Craig Rhiner
Dale Yurs

4:
5:
6:
 7:
8: 
9:

11:
14:
17:
18:
26:
27:

*Some of the graphics used in this newsletter are from vecteezy.com
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They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither.  
In all that they do, they prosper. (Psalm 1:3)

Our formal Sunday school program is paused for the summer months, but we still need to tend to our spiritual 
gardens all summer in order to reap a bountiful harvest in the fall. I encourage each of you to find ways to 
enrich and engage your faith during these months. The new rhythm of summer days and evenings is the perfect 
time to approach your faith in a new way: take Flat Jesus with you on your summer adventures, join VBS no 
matter how old you are, participate in one of our fellowship groups, use our new outdoor labyrinth, or gather 
together with some friends around the refurbished fire pit. Whatever you choose to do, find ways to rest your 
soul and restore your faith. Find refreshment in the summer breezes and time spent with family. Plant your 
trees next to the water so that they will yield plenty of fruit come harvest time.  

Flat Jesus: Once again, we are following “Flat Jesus” as you take him on your summer adventures. Last year, 
Flat Jesus went to the playground, Noah’s Ark, summer camp, and even Germany! Adults joined the fun and 
took flat Jesus kayaking, to church meetings, and family gatherings. The materials for creating your own Flat 
Jesus are available in Fellowship Hall. Please be sure to send pictures of your summer adventures with Flat 
Jesus to Sarah Pundt! Flat Jesus reminds us that:

• Jesus is our companion everywhere we go.
• Jesus is not just for Sunday mornings. Jesus needs to leave the  

confines of our church walls and go out into the community
• Salem UCC is our home and the people here are our family. 

Even when we travel and go our separate ways for the summer 
months, we still want to stay connected with each other.

Vacation Bible School: July 21-25, 5:30-7:30pm 
      (see newsletter insert)
Registration is open! The registration form is available in 
fellowship hall or you can print it from our website  
(www.salemchurchverona.org). Completed registrations can 
be mailed to Sarah Pundt in the church office or placed in the 
metal box outside of Sarah Pundt’s office. Advance registration is 
requested for planning purposes, but not required. Walk-ins are 
welcome. 

Nursery News: Starting in July, we will see a new face in the nursery as Rachel Nelson joins our nursery staff 
rotation. Rachel is a 2018 graduate of Verona Area High School and will be a sophomore Chemistry major at UW 
Madison this fall. Rachel is not a stranger to Salem as she periodically visited our youth group during middle 
school and high school. Please join me in offering a warm welcome to Rachel. 

Sarah Pundt, Director of Christian Education 
608-692-3239 or spundt@salemchurchverona.org

Living Out God's Love through Christian Education

Christian Education Calendar of Events

July
TBD VBS Volunteer Orientation
16 BoCE 630pm
18 Koinonia 7pm
21-25  VBS Program 5:30-7:30pm

August 
18 Salem Summer Fest 5-8pm

September
15 Rally Day 9am
22 First Day of Sunday School 9am



Adult Christian Education 
Summer Programs

Vacation Bible School for Adults: “Who Is My Neighbor? Learning to Love Like Jesus.”
     July 21-25, 5:30-7:30pm

VBS at Salem is unique because of our special programming for adults. The adult class explores the same 
Bible passages and themes as the children’s VBS program. In a small group setting, the class focuses on 
a contemporary understanding and application of the scriptures using reflection, prayer, activities, and 
discussion. The theme this year explores the basic Christian value of loving your neighbor, but in our 
divided culture this idea is not a simple as it sounds. Join us as we define “neighbor” and continue to learn 
to love like Jesus. 

This year we have the privilege of welcoming Cathy Kwilinski as our adult program leader. Cathy is a gifted 
small group leader and shares her passions for social justice and helping others cultivate a deep faith. 
Dinner is served at 5:30pm and programming begins at 6:10. Join Cathy at VBS!

Koinonia (Women’s Fellowship)
All the women of Salem are invited to gather for a time of spiritual reflection, renewal, and fellowship.  
This group meets the third Thursday of each month at 7pm. Visitors welcome! Please contact Cari Bass  
(cari.bass.cb@gmail.com) or Sarah Pundt if you have topic ideas you would like to explore or if you would  
like to host the group. Cari or Sarah will lead the program if you are not comfortable doing that. 

Next Gatherings:

July 18 @ 7pm  Topic: Fellowship
We will have a relaxed evening of fellowship, conversation, and light refreshments. Please bring a favorite 
photo that tells us something about you: a favorite experience, a meaningful relationship, or a fond 
memory. These photos will jump start our conversation as we learn about each other on a deeper level.  
If you don’t have a photo, just bring yourself and join the conversation. 
August 15 @ 7pm  Topic: TBD

Mark Your Calendars!
August 18 Salem Summer Fest 5-8pm
Join us for a summer celebration with a potluck picnic, campfire, outdoor games, labyrinth walks, and 
great fellowship. We will also have a dedication ceremony for the new fire pit and labyrinth, and a special 
backpack blessing for our students returning to school. This event is for all ages. In the event of bad 
weather, we will still gather inside for the picnic, games, and a movie. To help organize this event, please 
contact Sarah Pundt.
*The mission committee will sponsor a school supply drive in conjunction with this event. Please watch 
your Weekly News and the August Newsletter for more information.

September 15  Rally Day  9am
Rally day is our new kickoff event for the program year. This event will include a potluck breakfast and 
an opportunity to learn about everything Salem has to offer. Committees and groups will be on hand to 
provide information on their individual programs and help you get better acquainted with the different 
ways to be involved at Salem. Sunday school and youth group registrations will be processed as well. This 
event is replacing our traditional Sunday school kickoff breakfast and is a way for the whole congregation 
to be involved in all aspects of our church. Please note: we have adjusted our calendar so that our kickoff 
event will no long conflict with the challenges of Ironman Sunday traffic. 



Community Meal 
Music, Games, Projects, and Bible stories! 
Programs for all ages!   
To register, contact spundt@salemchurchverona.org or go to 
www.salemchurchverona.org/vbs  

 

Free! 
July 21-25, 2019 

5:30-7:30PM 



VBS NEEDS YOU!
For our VBS ministry to be successful, we need support from the entire Salem community. Please 
review the following ways you can participate and contribute to our 2019 VBS program. There is a 
role for everyone to play. Advanced training and volunteer orientation is available for all volunteer 
positions (date & time TBD). Please contact Sarah Pundt spundt@salemchurchverona.org with any 
questions or to offer your services. 

Craft and Project Table Helpers: We will have 2 project stations available for the kids during VBS on 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday evenings. 

• 3 or 4 more volunteers are needed to staff these stations.
• Volunteers will supervise and guide the children as they work on the projects for that day.
• The crafts are being planned and coordinated by Julie Adams, so volunteers just need to be 

present on their assigned evening. Julie will provide instructions and information prior to VBS.
• Please let Sarah Pundt know which evening(s) you are available. 

Group Shepherds
• 4 volunteers to guide groups from station to station

Mission Project: The children will be working on two mission projects throughout the VBS week. 
They will be making tie-blankets for the Linus Project and creating coloring kits for UW Children’s 
hospital. 

• 2 or 3 volunteers to help the children at this station.

VBS Meals: Different church committees are providing meals throughout the week but there are ways 
you can still help! 

• Provide assistance with set-up, serving, or clean-up with a meal.
• Prepare food in advance for one of the meals. 
• Provide food donations or monetary donations for a meal. The menus are all planned so please 

contact Sarah Pundt for our current needs. 

Activities Station Supplies Needed
• An old broom (that can take some abuse)
• 10 empty soda bottles (large or small)

Marketing: Spread the word about our VBS program. Hand out invitation postcards, distribute fliers, 
and invite your friends!



What do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the 
ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray?      
           --Mt 18:12

Last year in Sunday School we studied Jesus' parable of the lost sheep. I asked the class if it made sense to them. 
There were some tentative nods and affirmative noises. Then, suddenly, one person spoke up. 

"No, wait! That doesn't make any sense at all! If you leave the other ninety-nine, then they'll get lost too, and you'll 
have to go find them all."

So there it is. It seems that Jesus was either really bad at math or really confused about the job description of a 
shepherd. There must have been some head-scratching in Capernaum the day he told that story. Maybe they went 
home debating among themselves what Jesus was trying to say. As we still do today.

I think that this parable has something to say about how we measure ourselves, and how others measure us. We 
measure each other all the time. It starts when we are just minutes old: measuring heartbeat, breathing rate, even 
head circumference. It continues as we grow: measuring how old we are when we first talk, walk, and figure out how 
to shove a plastic triangle into a triangle-shaped hole. Then comes elementary school: a place that seems to exist just 
for the joy of measuring people. From good behavior points to grades to standardized tests, students are measured 
in almost everything they do. In middle and high school, we get measured in scary new ways that are unspoken or 
at least unofficial. Others grade us based on how we look, where we're from, the clothes we wear, or the pictures 
we post on social media. We measure each other by how smart, athletic, successful, or confident we are. And so on. I 
would like to tell you that this changes when you become an adult, but... it doesn't.

There are some good purposes for measurement, of course. But too often, we let it spiral out of control. We can 
start to see ourselves only in comparison to other people. We get so used to proving our value to each other, our 
parents, our teachers, our coaches, and even the college admissions staff that we can forget how our Good Shepherd 
measures us. Out of 100 sheep, every single one of us is #1 to Jesus. When Jesus divides his love among 100 sheep, 
each one gets 100%. Jesus may have a problem with math, but his math problem works to our benefit. There is not one 
single person that Jesus would not drop everything to find. And save. And love.

Grazing along with you in Jesus' flock, 
~Youth Ministry Team~ 
(Janet Dahl, Cara Bahr, Nathan Bahr, Sarah Pundt, and Cathy Kwilinski)

Youth Newsletter | July 2019 Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

Youth Calendar
July 21-25  Vacation Bible School

July 24   Youth serve dinner at VBS

July 28   Youth trip to Blue Mound State Park

TBD   Summer service activity



Social Justice Corner
Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this. 
         --Esther 4:14

Have you heard of Greta Thunberg? Until recently, neither had I. Greta is a Swedish teenager on a mission to stop 
global climate change. We have a lot to learn from her. Smart, passionate, and tenacious, in the past year she has 
spread her message far and wide, speaking to crowds of thousands and confronting powerful leaders around the 
world. The most remarkable thing about her story is that it started with one lone act of defiance: a school strike in 
which she was the only participant.

Greta was the last person you would expect to start an international movement. Ignored and bullied at school, social 
anxiety and depression made her isolate herself from other students. A school lesson about global warming horrified 
her and drove her into a deep despair. Wanting to make people realize the urgency of the problem, she skipped school 
and sat in silent protest in front of the Swedish parliament with a painted sign that read "Skolstrejk for Klimatet" 
(School Strike for Climate).

As she recalls in an interview with The Guardian, on the first day she sat alone from 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM, a full school 
day. But on the second day, a few people sat down with her. Over time, young people in over 70 countries have carried 
out school strikes for climate. Greta has no interest in fame or public praise. She only has a single-minded desire to 
stop global warming.

What is your obsession? What is the problem that you can't ignore, even when others can? 

Hunger. Health care. Pollution. Human rights. Racism. Immigration. Poverty. Free speech. 

There are more than enough troubles in the world. But there is only one you, and God knows the issues that most 
touch your heart. Seek God's help in finding your place in the struggle for justice. Your place probably isn't the steps of 
the Swedish Parliament. Which is good, because I don't need you telling your parents that I said you should skip school. 
But wherever God places you, with whatever unique gifts you have, you can draw inspiration from Greta's courage.

---

"Greta Thunberg, schoolgirl climate change warrior: 'Some people can let things go. I can't'." Jonathan Watts,  
The Guardian. March 11, 2019.

Joys & Concerns
We thank God with joy for:

•	 Freedom to speak, vote, assemble, and worship as we believe
•	 Salem staff and volunteers who are busy planning for Vacation Bible School
•	 Elders who have nurtured Salem through the years so that we have a spiritual home

We pray in faith and hope for:

•	 A summer season of restoration, to reconnect with God, friends, and family

•	 An uplifting and inspiring General Synod for all hosts and visitors

•	 Opportunities to share our faith with those in need of good news

Drop us an email or text with your joys & concerns--anonymously if you prefer:  
Janet: jdahl@salemchurchverona.org 608-320-2100, Cathy: cathykwilinski@hotmail.com 608-320-2100,  
Cara: cbahr@salemchurchverona.org 262-716-1253, Nathan: bahr.nathan@gmail.com 262-206-2438,  
Sarah: spundt@salemchurchverona.org 608-692-3239 



SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
502 MARK DRIVE 
PO BOX 930125 
VERONA, WI 53593-0125



SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
502 MARK DRIVE 
PO BOX 930125 
VERONA, WI 53593-0125

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

JULY NEWSLETTER 2019
 
SALEM CHURCH STAFF:
PH: 608-845-7315 
www.salemchurchverona.org
Minister:
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Yurs 
myurs@salemchurchverona.org
Office Administrator: 
Cara Bahr 
cbahr@salemchurchverona.org 
Director of Youth Ministry 
Janet Dahl 
jdahl@salemchurchverona.org
Director of Christian Education: 
Sarah Pundt 
spundt@salemchurchverona.org
Music Director:  
Dawn Lingard
Choir Director:
Janet Dahl
Bell Choir Director: 
Carrie Coenen
Church Council President:
Scot Cullen

Blood Drive
Saturday, July 13 
8AM-12PM

VBS for All Ages
Who is My Neighbor? Learning to Love Like Jesus 

July 21-25, 5:30-7:30pm


