
Thoughts at the start of a year often turn to the making 
of New Year’s resolutions, personal promises toward making 
advance on some life improvement. We can turn to Psalm 9 for 
some suggestions as to resolutions worth making for 2020.

Psalm 9 is a difficult psalm if we try to consider it in its 
entirety, so let’s focus only on the first stanza, which takes up 
the first two verses.

Those who would care to chase through the difficulties 
of Psalm 9 are welcome to do that if they choose. As for me, I 
get bogged down when I try to analyze it in full. Much of the 
difficulty stems from its structure. Line does not always seem 
to follow upon line smoothly, logically, and without changing 
subjects. This can be traced to the fact that Psalm 9 is largely, 
but not perfectly, an acrostic, with every other line, in the 
Hebrew, beginning with the successive letter in the Hebrew 
alphabet.

But these details do not need to detain or derail us here. 
Let the focus be on stanza one, which is verses 1 and 2. 
What suggestions can be found there for your New Year’s 
resolutions?

Resolve to be grateful. Our psalm opens, “I will give 
thanks to the Lord with my whole heart” (v. 1a). Studies have 
shown – have they not? – that the happiest people are the 
most grateful people. It is not, as far as these studies show, 
that gratitude follows happiness, but that happiness follows 
gratitude. Gratitude is a secret to happiness. There are many 
who recommend a daily exercise of gratitude, looking back 
upon the day and finding cause to be thankful. Those who 
make this recommendation go on to recommend keeping a 
journal of gratitude where one writes down these daily causes 
of thanksgiving. Thus one can have a diary of one’s blessings. 
Why not start such a journal and practice in this New Year?

Resolve to be a witness. Our psalmist continues with the 
vow, “I will tell of your wonderful deeds” (v. 1b). The poet is 
speaking, of course, of God’s wonderful deeds. This telling 
is the work of witnessing to one’s faith or giving testimony. 
The witness we offer need not be a long story we insist others 
hear to their discomfort until every last syllable is said. The 
testimony can be a sentence. It can be a single verse of scripture 
one has memorized. “My help is in the name of the Lord who 
made heaven and earth” (Ps. 121:2) is a good option, and there 

are many others. My mother had a single sentence she used, 
when people marveled how she was able to see her way through 
her long years of widowhood: “I felt a hand on my shoulder.” 
Why not put some single line like that, whether from scripture 
or elsewhere, in the pocket of your heart and resolve to use it in 
faithful witness from time to time throughout the New Year?

Resolve to be devotional. The ninth psalmist tells God, 
“I will be glad and exult in you” (v. 2a). I hear in that a vow to 
develop and practice a daily devotional life. There is great value 
in spending a bit of time each day with a definite act of prayer 
accompanied by the reading of scripture and even singing 
at least a verse of a hymn. There are many devotional helps 
available here at the church and online. I am happy to help you 
with suggestions. The key is to spend some time with God every 
day, and it is ideal if it is the same time every day. The period of 
devotion need not be long; but it is best if it is daily. Why not 
join the psalmist in resolving to spend this time with God every 
day in the coming year? (It’s OK if some get missed. Heaven is 
full of understanding.)

Resolve to worship. Our psalm verses end with, “I will sing 
praise to your name, O Most High” (v. 2b). While I hear the 
call to private devotions in the first half of the second verse, 
I hear the call to public worship in the last half of the verse. 
The late Quaker philosopher Elton Trueblood spoke of the 
advantage of the prior commitment. He found it to be the 
better part of wisdom to control his time by blocking off days 
for writing ahead of time, all in the belief one does not find the 
time one needs for what one wants to do but makes it. Thus, 
when someone asked him about doing one thing or another on 
a particular date, he could check his calendar and see he had a 
prior engagement already booked. They did not have to know 
it was for his own writing. Through this device Trueblood was 
able to say Yes and No accordingly, appropriately, and with 
ease. Resolve to do that with Sunday morning worship in 2020. 
Mark off on your calendars now Sundays – at least one a month? 
- to be present in the sanctuary and vow to keep these prior 
engagements as you would any other important appointment.

With resolutions such as these made firmly and early, may 
your year be full of blessing and strength. Happy New Year!
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Recycle the Warmth Blanket Drive
The Society of St Vincent de Paul is conducting its 28th annual Recycle 
the Warmth blanket drive and Salem is set to take part once again. Please 
donate your good quality new and used blankets, sheets and bedding to 
help our neighbors in need throughout Dane County. This drive allows St 
Vincent de Paul to provide bedding free of charge to those in need without 
regard to religion, race or ethnic background throughout the year. Without 
this annual effort there would not be nearly enough bedding to meet the 
need. Financial donations are also appreciated to purchase new blankets. 
A collection bin is located in the fellowship hall. The final Sunday for 
donation is 

January 26, 2020. Thank you again for supporting the effort to provide 
warmth to our neighbors in need. It is through your efforts that St. Vincent 
de Paul can continue to meet the growing need in our community.

Sympathies
Our sympathies to the family of Robert Kleinfeldt who died on November 3, 
2019. His memorial service was held in our sanctuary on December 8th.

Our sympaties to the family of Shirley Gust who died on November 16, 
2019. Her memorial service was held in our sactuary on November 22. 

Baptism
Anna Elizabeth Yurs was baptized in our sactuary on November 17, 2019 . 
She was born on October 13, 2019 and her parents are Dale and Beth Yurs.

Women’s Guild Bazaar and Raffle Results:
Maybe it’s because it was a beautiful day! Maybe it was because we had 
more prizes than ever before! (91 to be exact) Maybe it’s because people 
didn’t have anything else to do that day. Whatever the reason, we had a 
wonderful turnout for the Bazaar and Raffle last Saturday. Profits came to a 
grand total of $3362.35.

The women’s Guild would like to thank all those who donated pies and/
or salads, those who cooked the barbecue, those who helped with set up 
or clean up, those who donated raffle prizes and/or baked or craft goods, 
Noah and Kayden Nechvatal for the great job they did conducting the 
raffle, and Gary and Larry for their expertise in running the dishwasher! 
Thanks also to the various chairwomen of each department who help 
organize and guarantee a successful event.

Salem has a reputation for “stepping up” when something needs to get 
done. It was certainly apparent at this year’s Bazaar and Raffle. Great job, 
everyone! And many thanks again!

Salem Women’s Guild 
Lis Pankonin & Judy Skupien, Co-Chairmen

 Scripture Readings for January
January 1: Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
 Psalm 8 
 Revelation 21:1-6a 
 Matthew 25:31-46
Wk of Jan 5: Jeremiah 31:7-14 
 Psalm 147:12-20 
 Ephesians 1:3-14 
 John 1:1-18
January 6: Isaiah 60:1-6 
Epiphany Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
 Ephesians 3:1-12 
 Matthew 2:1-12
Wk of Jan 12: Isaiah 42:1-9 
 Psalm 29 
 Acts 10:34-43 
 Matthew 3:13-17
Wk of Jan 19: Isaiah 49:1-7 
 Psalm 40:1-11 
 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
 John 1:29-42
Wk of Jan 26: Isaiah 9:1-4 
 Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
 Matthew 4:12-23

Kris Wilbrict, Salem UCC (1923)
Angela Quade
Neal Smith
Melanie Corning
Zach Nechvatal
Linda Bieri
Sherrol Yurs, Cora Hageman 
Ellie Fitzwilliams
Kenneth Behnke
Kari Westphal
Cari Bass
Dan Durnen
Anika Quade
Ginger Dassow
Kathy Butzlaff

4:
5:

 6:  
7:

10:
14:
16:
17:
19:
20:
24:
26:
28:
29:
30:



Men’s Group
Salem’s Men’s Fellowship will hold their January gathering on Thursday, 
January 23, at 6:30 PM and Noel Manor in Verona. 

Book Group
Have you ever longed to have a friend or two to kick around ideas with 
after reading a good book? If so, Salem has just such a group for you. 
Salem’s book group meets in the church conference room, usually on the 
fourth Monday of the month at 7pm, to discuss an assigned book and to 
trade suggestions for other great reads. Meetings last for just an hour and 
you’ll leave with fresh insights plus ideas for your next trip to the library or 
bookstore. Join us!

January 27 Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston

February 24  I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai

March 23  The Lost Roses by Martha Hall Kelly

April 27 The Only Woman in the Room by Marie Benedict

May 26 Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman
(Tuesday) 

June 22  Pachinko by Min Jin Lee

July 27 Educated by Tara Westover

August 24  Olive, again by Elizabeth Stroud

September 28  The Dutch House by Ann Patchett

October 26  Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver

November 23 Before and After by Judy Christie and Lisa Wingate
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2019 Raffle Prize Winners (Women's Guild Bazaar)

Prize Dontaed By Won By
7 Days, 6 Night Lodging Fred Wenger Kevin Booth
106"x106" Lavender Quilt Kay Berry Karen Williams
$150 Miller & Sons Gift Card Miller & Sons Mary Kollath
$100 Miller & Sons Gift Card Miller & Sons Janet Westbury
$50 Miller & Sons Gift Card Miller & Sons Cara Bahr
$50 Miller & Sons Gift Card Miller & Sons Gladys Behnke
$50 Miller & Sons Gift Card Miller & Sons Pat Berry
$50 Miller & Sons Gift Card  Ken Behnke, First Weber Realtors Jayne Jermier
$50 Miller & Sons Gift Card  Ken Behnke, First Weber Realtors Iline Marking
$50 Miller & Sons Gift Card  Anna May Rhiner Aayla Bahr
$40 Miller & Sons Gift Card  Joan Gering Amy Luginbuhl
$30 Miller & Sons Gift Card Dwight & Mary Cutler Daniela Kleinfeldt
$30 Miller & Sons Gift Card Dwight & Mary Cutler Ginny Hammes
$30 Miller & Sons Gift Card Dwight & Mary Cutler Wanda N.
$25 Miller & Sons Gift Card  Rose & Paul Wieland Ashley Collier
$25 Miller & Sons Gift Card  Rose & Paul Wieland Noah Nechvatal
$25 Miller & Sons Gift Card  Kathy Homb Chris Campbell
$25 Miller & Sons Gift Card  Farm & Fleet Aleta Halverson
$50 Farm & Fleet Gift Card Mark & Sherrol Yurs Shirley Zurbuchen
$50 Farm & Fleet Gift Card Mark & Sherrol Yurs Jim Larson
$25 Pizza Ranch Gift Card Pizza Ranch Helen Rhiner
$25 Pizza Ranch Gift Card Pizza Ranch Mary Lou Kollath
$25 Pizza Ranch Gift Card Tom & Debbie Bass Marsha Behnke
$10 Papa Murphy's Gift Card Harlan & Gerri Hall Judy Hansen
$10 Papa Murphy's Gift Card Harlan & Gerri Hall Malia Heller
$25 Sugar River Pizza Gift Card Gary & JoAnn Abley Mary Cutler
$25 Panera Bread Gift Card Larry & Judy Skupien Guy Williams 
$10 Panera Bread Gift Card Bruce & Angela Quade Shirley Lueschow
$10 Panera Bread Gift Card Bruce & Angela Quade Laurel Butts 
$10 Panera Bread Gift Card Bruce & Angela Quade Jim Larson
$10 Noddles & Company Gift Card Harlan & Gerri Hall Sandy Rost
$10 Noddles & Company Gift Card Harlan & Gerri Hall Laurel Butts
$10 Noddles & Company Gift Card Harlan & Gerri Hall Arlene Burke
$25 Gus's Diner Gift Card Gus's Diner Chris Campbell
$25 Gus's Diner Gift Card Gus's Diner Joan Uren
$25 5th Quarter Gift Card 5th Quarter Barbara Stock
$30 Avanti's Italian Restuarant Certificate Avanti's Italian Restuarant Mary Ogden
$25 Starbucks Gift Card Bruce & Angela Quade Beth Yurs
$25 Bavaria Gift Card, Sausage & Cheese Gary & JoAnn Abley Shirley Zurbuchen
$15 Draft House Gift Card Draft House Sharon Hunt
$10.00 Target Gift Card Heather Thoma Chris Campbill
$10.00 Target Gift Card Heather Thoma Eliese Yurs
$50 Kwik Trip Gift Card Tom & Debbie Bass Sara Campbell
$50 Kwik Trip Gift Card Larry & Judy Skupien Becky Hagenston
$50 Kwik Trip Gift Card Harlan & Gerri Hall Joanie Curtin
$25 Kwik Trip Gift Card Tom & Debbie Bass Sara Campbell
$25 Amazon Gift Card Steve & Julie Sundby Roger Feller
$25 Amazon Gift Card Steve & Julie Sundby Laura Hatfield 
$50 Purple Goose Gift Certificate Carolyn Kleinfeldt Amanda Stock
$50 Purple Goose Gift Certificate Carolyn Kleinfeldt Barb Smith
$50 Purple Goose Gift Certificate Carolyn Kleinfeldt Christena Gamoll 
$50 Purple Goose Gift Certificate Purple Goose April Jackson 



$50 Gingko Tree Gift Card Gingko Tree David Wolfe
$25 Kohl's Gift Card Churck & Lisa Hart Karen Carey
$25 Visa Gift Card Capital Bank Verona Eric Gurule
$100 Cash Salem Women's Guild Jared Zurbuchen
$100 Cash Salem Women's Guild Violet Remus
$100 Cash Dennis Budd Pat Osborn
$50 Cash Judy Hansen Phyllis Kosterman
$50 Cash Judy Hansen Diane Meixner 
$50 Cash Verlis Luchsinger Aayla Bahr
$50 Cash Helen Hageman Jared Zurbuchen
$50 Cash Gladys Behnke Nelson W.
$50 Cash Gladys Behnke Nancy Dearborn
$25 Cash Becky Hagenston Steve Sundby 
$25 Cash Becky Hagenston Karen Mandt 
$25 Cash Becky Hagenston Beth Yurs
$25 Cash Becky Hagenston Mike Gust
$25 Cash Cindy Remus Steve Sundby 
Utensil Set Georgia Zink Pat Osborn
Cast Iron Skillet & Towel Georgia Zink Jared Zurbuchen
Green Bay Packer Game Georgia Zink Tom Reuschlein
Gift Basket with Jam & Towels Dianne Luginbuhl Burnett Legler
Tuvalu Coffee Mug & Teas Tuvalu Coffee House Cindy Remus
Coffee Mug, $5 Card & Coffee Sow's Ear Steve Droster
Air Popcorn Popper Dorn True Value Hardware Helen Hageman
Gift Basket (Big Red Cardinal) Joyce Gust Dianne Luginbuhl
Birdhouse Condo Cara & Nathan Bahr Sandy Rost
2 Water Bottles & Stuffed Animal Yoyo BMO Harris Bank Rhoda Gust
Vase & Coffee Ravel Mug BMO Harris Bank Jared Zurbuchen
4(6 inch) Sub Sandwich Coupons Verona Subway Krista Nechvatal
5(6 inch) Sub Sandwich Coupons Verona Subway Steve Sundby
3 Double Delux Basket Coupons Verona Culver's Mark Yurs
3 Double Delux Basket Coupons Verona Culver's Sara Campbell
Coupons for 4 Desserts & One Small Fry McDonald's Joanie Curtin
Coupons for 4 Desserts & One Small Fry McDonald's Cora Hageman
Coupons for One Sandwich, 2 Small Fries, McDonald's Mary Schroder
2 Iced Coffees, & One Dessert
Coupons for One Happy Meal, One Small Fry, McDonald's Wally Pankonin
One Small Drink & One Cone
5 Coupons for Tacos Taco Bell Gladys Behnke
5 Coupons for Tacos Taco Bell Laura Hatfield
 



Sunday school is provided for all ages every Sunday morning 9-10am from September 15, 2019-May 17, 2020. 
Nursery care is provided during the Sunday school hour for children ages 6 mos-2 years and during worship for 
children ages 6 months-5 years. **Transportation and childcare are available for all other events upon request. 
Contact Sarah Pundt for more information.**

Marks of the True Christian 
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. (Romans 12:13 NRSV)
As we begin a new calendar year and a new decade, let us strive to make this the decade of true Christian 
love and kindness, especially with “strangers”. A stranger can be someone we don’t know, someone from 
another land, or someone with a completely different set of beliefs from our own. Salem’s Christian education 
program offers many opportunities to learn how to show our true Christian love to any type of stranger. Our 
Parent group helps us navigate questions when our teenage children become strangers to us, the Building 
Bridges program tells the stories of people who are strangers to our land, and the Politics and Spirituality 
group helps us understand the strangers who share a different political belief system. Come join us in any of 
our programs and we can learn to “extend hospitality to strangers”.

Sunday School Notes & News

Preschool & Elementary Classes
Jan. 5 @ 9am  Sunday School Resumes
Jan. 7 @ 6:30pm Sunday School Teacher 
   Planning Meeting
Jan. 26   Children Sing in Worship

Middle & High School Combined Class
Jan 5  Lesson based on Mark's preaching text (Cathy)
Jan 12  "Forsaken" (Psalm 22) (Kathy)
Jan 19  "Broken Cisterns" (Jeremiah 2:13) (Cathy)
Jan 26  Children at the Border Pt 1(Lisa)

Adult Sunday School Class: 
We continue our year-long exploration of race in our nation with an Advent study on “Jesus as an Immigrant”. 
Our January classes will focus on immigration issues at the Southern Border of the U.S. Please join us!

Jan. 5 & 12  The Immigration Debate
Jan. 19 & 26  Loving our Neighbors & Children at the Border

Sarah Pundt, Director of Christian Education 
608-692-3239 or spundt@salemchurchverona.org

Living Out God's Love through Christian Education

Christian Education Calendar of Events

January
5 9am Sunday School Resumes 
   for All Ages
   4-5:30pm Parent’s Promise
7 6:30pm Sunday School Teacher Meeting
12 9am Sunday School
  6:30pm Building Bridges Exhibit & 
   Border Presentation
16  7pm Koinonia: Religion & 
   American Secularism
19 9am Sunday School
26 9am Sunday School
28 7pm Politics & Spirituality
Special Event: Jan. 12-Feb. 2
Building Bridges: Portraits of Immigrants and 
Refugees



Small Groups

Parent’s Promise  Jan. 5 @4-5:30 
This group is for parents of tweens, teens, and young adults ages 13-22. Join Sarah Pundt in the 1st floor 
conference room for a time of discussion and fellowship.  During your child’s baptism, the congregation 
promised its love, support and care of both your child and you, the parents. This support is not limited to the 
years when the children are little and continues as the children grow into young adults.  Please come join us for 
discussion and let us fulfill our baptismal promise to you.  

Koinonia (Women’s Fellowship) 
All the women of Salem are invited to gather for a time of spiritual reflection, renewal, and fellowship. This 
group meets the third Thursday of each month at 7pm. Visitors welcome! Please contact Cari Bass (cari.bass.
cb@gmail.com) or Sarah Pundt if you have topic ideas you would like to explore or if you would like to host the 
group.

Jan. 16 @ 7pm   Religion in a Secular World   Salem UCC
American secularism is on the rise. So where are Americans turning for what religion has traditionally 
provided? Cathy Kwilinski will lead us in a discussion and reflection on this topic.

Politics & Spirituality    Jan. 28 @7pm 
How do we come together as “one nation under God”? Come join us for an evening of discussion about the 
politics in our nation and how to have a faith-filled reaction to the stress and uncertainty we encounter on a 
daily basis. This evening is not intended to be a political debate and all political views are welcome to join us 
in a safe space for productive discussion. John Cashman will be with us to share his musical response to the 
tumult of recent years. 

Volunteers Needed For:

Building Bridges: Portraits of Immigrants and Refugees
January 12-February 2, 2020

Please refer to the newsletter insert for full details on this community event hosted at Salem. Volunteers are 
needed to make this event a success. Please contact Sarah Pundt if you are able to help with the following:

• Reception Assistance:  January 12 (set up, clean up, serving, and donate cookies).

• Salem Hosts: The exhibit will be open to the public weekdays 10am-noon and 7-9pm. We need volunteers 
who are willing to be at the church to welcome people as they visit the exhibit. 

Christian Education continued...



"Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone 
who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened."

--Matthew 6:7-8

Of all the mind-blowing things that Jesus said in his public ministry, this has got to be one of the mind-blowingest. 
Surely this can't be right. Isn't being a Christian something we have to work at? Don't we need to go to church, study 
the Bible, follow the commandments, learn to pray, get confirmed... don't we need to do all the things?

To be sure, all of these things are good things. And certainly we're better off doing more good things and fewer bad 
things. But we tend to get the order of operations wrong. It's God's love that makes possible all the good things we 
will ever do. For Palestinian Jews in the first century, as for American Christians in the twenty-first century, we're so 
used to what we know that we don't even have to question it. That is, until Jesus comes along and says shocking 
things like the passage above.

Actually, Jesus says, it doesn't all depend on us. Defending God's holiness doesn't depend on us. Even our own 
lives and futures don't depend on us being stellar and perfect all the time. Jesus tells us that we've been making 
everything way harder than it has to be. We need to do one thing, and one thing only: knock.

Knocking is a metaphor that shows up in the New Testament a couple of times. First, in the gospels of Matthew and 
Luke, Jesus tells us that we should knock. Later on--as our young men who went to the Knock, Knock retreat know!--
Jesus is the one doing the knocking. "Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me." (Revelation 3:20)

What is all this knocking about? 

It's about the most important relationship we'll ever have: our relationship with God. God is on one side of the door, 
and we're on the other. God wants more than anything to be close to us. But God won't kick down our door and 
break into our life. God knocks. And waits, ever so patiently, for us to answer the door. On the other side of the 
door, there we stand. How much do we want to get to know the One who created us? We don't have to do anything 
spectacular to get God's attention. All we have to do is knock. And guess what: it's not even as hard as selling 
Boy Scout popcorn door-to-door. We already know that God will answer the door. God is not only going to buy our 
popcorn, he's going to invite us in and share it with us. Forever. 

A day will come, sooner than you think, when participating in your faith is 100% your decision. Someday, nobody will 
drag you out of bed on a Sunday morning or drive you over to Confirmation on a Wednesday night. But even before 
that day, even right now, it's 100% your decision whether to knock on that door. If you do, will God open it and invite 
you in? You already know the answer to that question. Because God is already knocking on the other side.

With our love and prayers for you, 
Cathy Kwilinski
~on behalf of the Salem Youth Ministry Team~
(Janet Dahl, Cara Bahr, Nathan Bahr, Sarah Pundt, and Cathy Kwilinski)

Youth Newsletter | January 2020 Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

Youth Newsletter | January 2020



Escape Room    Sunday, January 5 (look for e-mail with more details)
After tests, papers, and all the excitement of the Christmas season, it's time to relax and enjoy a time of fun and 
fellowship with other youth! <details needed>

Youth Soup Cook-Off   Sunday, February 16 after Music Sunday worship
Get ready for the first-ever Youth Soup Cook-Off following Music Sunday! From traditional favorites to more exotic fare, 
we'll be serving up a soup feast to raise money for youth activities. May the best soup win! 

Youth Newsletter | January 2020

Social Justice Corner
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping,  

he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.     --John 11:33

Over the years on the Youth Ministry Team, we have been inspired by the great desire of our young people to help 
those in need. That willingness to serve others reveals that the Holy Spirit is certainly at work in a powerful way.

We have also seen that the youth at Salem care about social justice. Often we think of justice as the flip side of 
charity. When someone does not have enough to eat, then God calls us to acts of charity, like serving a meal at Badger 
Prairie Needs Network. God also calls us to acts of justice, where we work to solve the larger problems in society that 
cause people to go hungry. Working for justice might mean writing letters to our elected officials or walking in a march 
to make more people aware of the problem of hunger. (Sound familiar? That's what we did in the CROP Walk!)

But maybe there are more than those two sides of charity and justice. There is a third side that can't be separated 
from the first two: compassion. Take a look at the verse above from the Gospel of John. Remember when Jesus' friends 
Mary and Martha asked Jesus to come and heal their brother Lazarus? He arrives to find that Lazarus has already died. 
In the end of the story, he will raise Lazarus from the dead. But before that miracle, Jesus--who was God's own son, 
and who knew from the beginning that he would bring Lazarus back to life--still felt a great sadness when he saw 
that his friends were grieving. 

This is the cycle that brings us closer to the heart of God: 1. We feel pain when we see the suffering of others. 2. 
We do what we can to help the needy in the present moment. 3. We seek to root out the evil that causes people to 
suffer. Jesus devoted his short life on this earth to doing these three things. All three are necessary--if we leave out 
any one of them, we are missing something of great importance.

So in this first Social Justice Corner of the new year, there is no task to do, at least not one that can be seen or 
heard. There is no letter to write, no money to send, no volunteer service to sign up for. There is only a quiet choice 
in each of our hearts, to spend this year open to seeing others' troubles and feeling their pain in our own hearts, as 
Jesus does. 

Jesus felt compassion for the whole world. But that didn't stop him from feeling it for his closest friends, too--like 
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. As we go through 2020, let's be more and more aware of the people around us, and the 
burdens they are carrying. They might be in our family, in our circle of friends, in our classrooms or in our workplaces. 
Let's ask Jesus to help us join in his compassion, so that we can more fully join in his charity and justice.



SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
502 MARK DRIVE 
PO BOX 930125 
VERONA, WI 53593-0125

Youth Calendar
Sun Jan 5 Time TBD January youth activity

Sun Feb 2 4 - 5:30 PM Youth Nite

Sun Feb 16 after church Youth Soup Cook-Off (also Music Sunday)

Wed Feb 26   Ash Wednesday

Sun Mar 15   Youth Sunday



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
New Year's Day

2 3 4

5
9:00AM – Sunday School 
10:15AM – Worship
11:30AM – Fellowship 
4-5:30PM – Youth Nite
4-5:30 – Parents United

6
Eve – Boy Scouts
6PM – YMT

7
6:30PM – Sunday School 
Teacher's Meeting

8
6PM – BRC  
6:30PM – Confirmation 
7PM – Handbells 
7PM – Chancel Choir

9 10 11

12
9:00AM – Sunday School 
10:15AM – Worship
11:30AM – Fellowship 
6:30PM – Building Bridges 

13
Eve – Boy Scouts

14
Eve - Boy Scouts
6PM – Finance 
7PM – Council 

15
6PM – BRC  
6:30PM – Confirmation 
7PM – Handbells 
7PM – Chancel Choir

16
6:30PM – Men's Fellowship  
at Noel Manor
7PM –  Women's  
Fellowship (Koinonia)

17 18

19
9:00AM – Sunday School 
10:15AM – Worship
11:30AM – Fellowship 
6-7PM – Drumming Circle

20
Martin Luther King Day
Eve – Boy Scouts

21
6:30PM – Board of  
Christian Education

22
6PM – BRC  
6:30PM – Confirmation 
7PM – Handbells 
7PM – Chancel Choir

23 24 25
Piano Recital

26
9:00AM – Sunday School 
10:15AM – Worship
11:30AM – Fellowship 

27
Eve – Boy Scouts
7PM – Book Group

28
6:30PM – Music in  
Worship
7PM – Politics &  
Spirituality

29
6PM – BRC  
6:30PM – Confirmation 
7PM – Handbells 
7PM – Chancel Choir

30 31
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

JANUARY NEWSLETTER 2020  
SALEM CHURCH STAFF:
PH: 608-845-7315 
www.salemchurchverona.org
Minister:
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Yurs 
myurs@salemchurchverona.org
Office Administrator: 
Cara Bahr 
cbahr@salemchurchverona.org 
Director of Youth Ministry 
Janet Dahl 
jdahl@salemchurchverona.org
Director of Christian Education: 
Sarah Pundt 
spundt@salemchurchverona.org
Music Director:  
Dawn Lingard
Choir Director:
Janet Dahl
Bell Choir Director: 
Carrie Coenen
Church Council President:
Scot Cullen

BUILDING 
BRIDGES
Portraits of Immigrants and Refugees

A touring photo-text exhibit
January 13-February 2

Exhibit Reception  
and Border Presentation 

January 12 at 6:30 pm

Drumming Circle
January 19 at 6-7 pm

Ages 4th grade through Adult


