
The phrase “first do no harm” has made its way into 
popular wisdom. It is often, perhaps mistakenly, attributed to 
the famed Hippocratic Oath which arises out of the medical 
field and speaks of a physician’s obligations.

Regardless of its origins, the “first do no harm” guideline 
should be affixed over religion, too. How much of our global 
strife and national division have religion at the root? The 
answer, according to my accounting of the matter, is that 
too much strife and division are caused by religion. The late 
Senator Paul Simon of Illinois had it just about right when he 
wrote, “Religion is a powerful force for evil – and a powerful 
force for good. Religion kills, and religion heals.” [P.S.: The 
Autobiography of Paul Simon (Chicago: Bonus Books, 1999), 
p. 118]

We easily can make a list of how the practice of religion, 
as religion is understood by some, is part of the problem 
in contemporary society. Our list likely would begin with 
terrorists who kill innocents in the name of religion and under 
the banner of their God. Our list should be sure to include 
those within Christianity itself who major in minors, insist 
upon their own way, thrive upon judgmentalism, and wield the 
Bible as though it were some kind of weapon that they alone 
possess and interpret properly. Such a list would account for 
the very reason the grand words “evangelical,” “Christian,” 
and “religion” give people the creeps. The fault does not reside 
in Christians alone, to be sure, but Christians thinking and 
behaving unchristianly contribute to the problem immensely.

It would be wrong of me to claim absolute innocence. 
The paragraph I just finished typing, the paragraph you just 
finished reading, puts me in the wrong, too, doesn’t it? I have 
just practiced a judgmentalism that put some people into 
camps of theological and spiritual ne’er-do-wells who, if they 
only thought like I do, would make the world a better place. 
**Sigh** I always end up being the Pharisee in the Parable of 
the Pharisee and the Publican (Lk. 18:9-14). Whenever we 
label people theologically we assume a place of wrongful pride. 
According to Dr. Blackwood, “Sometimes our labels sound 
like libels, and our estimates seem extreme, if not unkind and 
divisive.” [Evangelical Sermons of Our Day (New York: Harper 
& Brothers, 1959), p. 5]

Having said that, we are wise to practice discernment 
nonetheless and we are obliged to be the best we can be without 

presuming to be holier or better than others. What, then, are 
the marks of a religion that is not part of the problem? I can 
think of four.

First, a religion that is not part of the problem dwells 
alongside other religions. In the language of the popular 
placard among liberals, such a religion coexists with others. 
It does not back down from its truth, but it is humble enough 
to realize it does not contain the whole truth. It is at once 
confident in what it believes and open to what it can learn. 
Walter Brueggemann would call our attention here to Micah 
4:5, a text he calls “one of the most stunning verses in all of 
Scripture” and one which tells, in his words, of a “procession 
of peace and justice . . . so important that it does not linger over 
confessional differences.” [Tenacious Solidarity (Minneapolis: 
Fortress, 2018), p. 194]

Second, a religion that is not part of the problem embraces 
science. It does not surrender to science as though what is 
“scientific” is the only arbiter of truth, but it recognizes, gladly, 
that science and faith are not at odds necessarily but can be 
partners in a common quest for and service of truth.

Third, a religion that is not part of the problem builds 
others up; it does not tear them down. The New Testament calls 
upon Christians to be practitioners of love and encouragement. 
Ours ought to be to help each person be his or her best. If we 
only tell people where they are wrong, how can they ever grow 
and how can they ever feel welcomed by us?

Fourth, a religion that is not part of the problem leaves the 
sanctuary for service. Over the summer, elected officials were 
hearing at their town halls the chant “Do something!” Doesn’t 
the same chant reverberate to churches? Do something! We 
do not all have to be about the same task but we are all called 
to be about some task. When people see the church putting its 
shoulder - and church people putting their shoulders – to help 
solve some real problem besetting real people, it will have a 
hearing and be attractive, even where it fails to solve anything.

Here, then, are some keys toward practicing a religion 
that isn’t part of the problem in society: coexist with other 
faiths, embrace science and truth wherever it is found, love and 
encourage people, and engage in some form of service that 
seeks to make a difference, lifting human burdens and lessening 
global problems.
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Confirmation 2019-2020
Confirmation classes for the year will begin with an orientation session  
for confirmands and their parents on Wednesday, September 18,  
at 6:30PM. This orientation session will last approximately 30 minutes. 
Regular Confirmation classes will begin at 6:30PM on September 25.

Confirmation at Salem is a two-year program led by the Pastor. It is for 
persons in the 8th and 9th grades.

The focus of classes this year is on using Bible biographies to explore how 
God is present to and active in the lives of today’s 8th and 9th graders.

Men’s Group
Salem’s Men’s Group will meet at 6:30PM on September 19 at the home of 
Kevin Booth for a time of discussion, refreshments, and a light supper. This 
group is open to all the men of the church.

Biking
We will meet at the Fitchburg Library parking lot on September 14th at 
9:00AM. After breakfast at the Green Lateran in McFarland we will head 
back to Fitchburg. Questions contact Cindy Remus.

Join the Sound Team
The sound team is looking for a few more people who would be interested 
in learning how to run the sound and video system. Anyone interested 
should contact John Cashman.

School Supply Drive Thank You
On behalf of the Board of Christian Education and the Mission Committee, 
many thanks for your overflowing generosity with the School Supply Drive. 
The VASD social workers were delighted and grateful for your response. As 
they stated, the need continues to grow every year and your never-ending 
support is appreciated and necessary. Thank you for loving like Jesus and 
helping our neighbors in need.

CROP Walk, October 20
This is your chance to be a hunger fighter. To show the world you care.

CROP Hunger Walks help children and families worldwide – including here 
in the U.S. – to have food for today, while building for a better tomorrow. 
CROP Hunger Walkers, volunteers and sponsors put their caring into 
action, raising funds to help end hunger and poverty here in Verona and 
around the world.

Please consider joining TEAM VERONA SALEM UCC  in the Madison Area 
CROP Hunger Walk  on October 20th. Just go to our Team Page,  
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/madisonwi/Team/View/115543/Verona-
Salem-UCC then click the orange "Join Our Team" button in the right 
column.

Together we can be part of the solution!

  
Sept. 23 The Library Book 
 by Susan Orlean
Oct. 28 Where The Crowdads Sing  
 by Delia Owens
Nov. 26 Girl In A Blue Dress 
 by Gaynor Arnold

Salem book group meets at 7pm for casual 
conversation and lively literary discussions. 
If you enjoy a good book, join the fun and 
fellowship. Please come even if you didn't 
like the book as it is good to have other 
perspectives.

Salem Book Group Selections

Sunday Ministers of Hospitality
Please check the kiosk in fellowship hall or 
contact the church office for openings to  
welcome and serve fellowship. We are  
working on alternative methodS to filling  
these needs in the future.

COMMUNION SERVERS:
2nd Sunday, September 8th 
 Harlan Hall, Mary Gust,  
 Angela Quade, Bruce Quade

Doris Waldmann
Cathy Kwiliniski, Megan Price
Reid Adams
Eliese Yurs
Bernice Hamilton 
Conlin Bass 
Blake Adams
Joan Gering
Lisa Hart, Nathan Bahr,  Violet Remus 
Greg Kolden
Deb Zurbuchen
Tucker Malueg
Allison Hansen, Kathy Homb,  
Marisa Denu
Aayla Bahr
Lydia Durnen
Ellie Burgenske
Kevin Cashman
Anna May Rhiner

6:
8:
9:

 10:
11:
12: 
13:
15:
16:
17:
18:
20:
21:

24.
25:
26:
29:
30:



7 REASONS TO JOIN A SALEM CHOIR

7: YOU’LL GAIN ANOTHER FAMILY.  Some of the greatest folks I know are in the Choirs. The 
choir has gone out of their way to make me feel right at home and they are very supportive of one 
another.

6: BECAUSE YOU DON’T HAVE TO WIN AMERICAN IDOL TO BE IN THE CHOIR.  
You probably knew that already, but a LOT of you think you’re not a great enough singer to be a part 
of the BRC or Chancel Choir. Believe me…you ARE. I know that without even hearing you! One of most 
amazing things about a choir ministry is how God takes a bunch of voices—some strong and some not 
as strong—and blends them together to create beautiful music that honors our Creator.

5: BECAUSE YOU DON’T HAVE TO HAVE A MUSIC DEGREE TO BE IN THE CHOIR.  
Now, you probably knew that one, too. But, did you know that some of our choir members don’t read 
music? If that’s been what’s kept you from joining, then your non-choir days are OVER! Here’s what 
you do…you come to choir rehearsal and sit next to someone who reads well. All you have to do then 
is LISTEN and you’re home free. You’ll be amazed what you can learn by just planting yourself in the 
middle of the music.

4: BECAUSE YOU’LL BUILD LASTING RELATIONSHIPS.  Some of my dearest friends are 
members of the Choirs. As you know, doing ministry with folks is one of the best ways to build great 
and meaningful friendships. Worshiping together has the same result.

3: BECAUSE SEPTEMBER IS THE PERFECT TIME TO JOIN!  September is one of the 
most exciting times of the year to dive into the choir. We’ll be learning a lot of new music and gearing 
up for Christmas as well.  

2: THREE WORDS: CHOIR. IS. FUN!  We offer a 100% guarantee that you’ll have a great time 
in rehearsal each week. I assure you that it will become your midweek pick-me-up.

1: ONE WORD: WORSHIP.  There’s no denying that singing is one of the best vehicles we have 
to worship the One True God and singing with a room full of believers who love Him and His music 
as much as you do is one of greatest things you’ll ever experience. I hope to see you soon at choir 
rehearsal.  Again, September is the perfect time to join! 

BRC        Chancel Choir
Rehearses Wednesday 6-7 pm   Rehearses Wednesday 7-8 pm
Sing in Worship the 1st Sunday   Sing in Worship the 2nd & 4th  Sundays 

 

SALEM HANDBELL CHOIR
Practices begin on Wednesday, September 4 at 7pm and  
the first performance will be September 15.

There are a few open spots. Anyone interested in playing, learning how 
to play, or just filling in every now and then should contact the director, 
Carrie Coenen (coenenbuddy@gmail.com).



	  
	  

Salem	  Rally	  Day!	  
September	  15	  @9AM	  

	   	  

Potluck	  Breakfast!	  Please	  bring	  a	  dish	  to	  pass.	  	  

	  

Celebrate	  Community!	  Join	  us	  to	  celebration	  the	  Salem	  community.	  Enjoy	  
fellowship	  as	  we	  intentionally	  move	  into	  our	  program	  year.	  
 

Committees	  &	  Small	  Groups	  Fair!	  	  Come	  learn	  about	  the	  many	  ministries	  at	  
Salem.	  This	  fair	  will	  showcase	  the	  important	  work	  Salem	  members	  are	  doing	  at	  church	  
and	  in	  the	  community.	  Have	  you	  ever	  wondered	  who	  prepares	  communion	  or	  operates	  
the	  sound	  system	  on	  Sunday	  morning?	  What	  does	  the	  Women’s	  Guild,	  Church	  Council,	  or	  
BoCE	  do?	  How	  does	  the	  Mission	  Committee	  decide	  where	  to	  channel	  our	  outreach?	  
Participate	  in	  our	  Rally	  Day	  celebration	  to	  answer	  these	  and	  other	  questions.	  Perhaps	  
there	  is	  a	  new	  way	  you	  can	  participate	  or	  maybe	  you	  have	  a	  spiritual	  gift	  that	  can	  be	  used	  
in	  a	  new	  way.	  	  	  

Idea	  Sharing!	  Share	  your	  ideas	  for	  any	  programs	  and	  small	  groups	  you	  would	  like	  
to	  have	  at	  Salem.	  Want	  a	  Bible	  study?	  Have	  an	  idea	  for	  a	  small	  social	  group?	  Have	  
you	  observed	  something	  that	  Salem	  needs	  to	  improve?	  Come	  prepared	  to	  share	  
what	  new	  ministries	  would	  support	  you	  in	  your	  walk	  as	  a	  Christian.	  	  

Sunday	  school	  and	  youth	  group!	  Come	  meet	  our	  Sunday	  school	  teachers	  
and	  youth	  leaders.	  Information,	  calendars,	  and	  registration	  will	  be	  available.	  	  	  	  

Come	  enjoy	  breakfast	  and	  fellowship	  to	  get	  our	  program	  year	  off	  to	  a	  great	  start!	  This	  event	  is	  
replacing	  our	  traditional	  Sunday	  school	  kickoff	  breakfast	  and	  is	  a	  way	  for	  the	  whole	  congregation	  to	  
celebrate	  all	  of	  our	  church	  ministries.	  Visitors	  are	  always	  welcome.	  Please	  note:	  we	  have	  adjusted	  our	  
calendar	  so	  that	  our	  kickoff	  event	  will	  no	  long	  conflict	  with	  the	  challenges	  of	  Ironman	  Sunday	  traffic.	  	  

	  



Sunday school is provided for all ages every Sunday morning 9-10am from September 15, 2019-May 17, 2020. Nursery 
care is provided during the Sunday school hour for children ages 6 mos-2 years and during worship for children ages 6 
months-5 years. **Transportation and childcare are available for all other events upon request. Contact Sarah Pundt 
for more information.**

Age Group   Location
Under age 3    Nursery (Lower Level)
Pre-K (age 3)-grade 5  Lower Level
Middle/High School   2nd Floor Classroom
Adults    1st Floor Conference Room

The Fruit of the Spirit  By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. (Galatians 5:22-23). As our children 
head back to school, we are reminded of the many ways numbers are used to define us. Our children and youth 
are bombarded by concrete measurements: test grades, game scores, number of pages read, and minutes of 
music practiced. Adults also have to live up to the measurements of society: salary level, work title, and pounds 
shown on the scale. Fortunately, God measures us differently. In the words of Christine V. Hides, “God loves each 
and every one of us, just as we are. There isn’t a ruler large enough to measure that! But, sometimes in midst of all 
the measures and numbers, we need a reminder to pay attention to our spiritual identity.” 

At Salem Summer Fest, each family was given a pack of “discussion 
cards”. These cards are based on the fruits of the spirit described in 
Galatians 5 and will guide family conversation beyond the basic 
“How was school today?” question. Everyone is encouraged to 
deepen their conversations with their friends and family; you do not 
need to live with school-aged children to free yourself from these 
external evaluations. Pick up your cards in Fellowship Hall and 
shift your focus from the concrete measurements of society to the 
expansive love God has for us just as we are. 

Flat Jesus Wrap-Up:  Keep the pictures coming! September 14 
is the last day to submit photos of your adventures information. 

Sunday School Notes & News
• We return to our fall schedule on Sept. 15 with a Rally Day 

celebration and Sunday school classes for all ages resume on 
Sept. 22.

• Teachers: Please watch your email for information regarding a 
teacher orientation and planning meeting. 

• Parents: Please support our Safe Church policies by completing  
registration information for your children and following the  
sign-in/sign-out procedures every Sunday. 

• Registration information will be available at the Rally Day kickoff event or by contacting Sarah Pundt.

Sarah Pundt, Director of Christian Education 
608-692-3239 or spundt@salemchurchverona.org

Living Out God's Love through Christian Education

Christian Education Calendar of Events

September
14 Deadline to submit Flat Jesus Photos
15 Rally Day! @ 9am
19 Koinonia @ 7pm
22 First Day of Sunday School @ 9am
  Adult Class - God in America (Part 1)
29 Sunday School @ 9am
  Adult Class - God in America (Part 1)

October
6 Sunday School @9am
  Adult Class - God in America (Part 1)
13 Sunday School @ 9am
  Adult Class - God in America (Part 1)
17 Koinonia @ 7pm
20 Sunday School @ 9am
  Adult Class - God in America (Part 1)
27 Sunday School @ 9am
  Adult Class - Intro to Black Theology



Adult CE Programs
Throughout the coming program year, our Adult Christian Education programs will focus on race in our nation. 
Our individual faith stories and collective history will inform our perspective as we also explore the faith and 
challenges of other races in our midst. We will explore Black Theology, the immigration crisis at our Southern 
border, and Native Americans’ relationship with Christian colonists. 

God in America: Part 1 (Adult Sunday School Class)
We will use the PBS video series God in America to deepen our understanding of how God, religion, politics, and 
culture intersected to shape our roots as a religious nation and provide the foundation for religious liberty and 
individualism. This class will help us better understand who we are as predominantly white, Christian, European 
descendants. How has religion shaped the policy of our nation and how has the secular culture shaped our 
churches? Examining this history against the backdrop of current events helps us understand who we are as 
Christians in America and how we fit into the broader scope of our nation. Join us on the following Sunday 
mornings at 9am in the conference room for Part 1 of 3 in this series: Sept. 22 & 29, The New Adam; Oct. 1 & 8, 
The New Eve; Oct. 15 & 22,  A Nation Reborn. 

Koinonia (Women’s Fellowship) 
All the women of Salem are invited to gather for a time of spiritual reflection, renewal, and fellowship. This group 
meets the third Thursday of each month at 7pm. Visitors welcome! Please contact Cari Bass (cari.bass.cb@gmail.
com) or Sarah Pundt if you have topic ideas you would like to explore or if you would like to host the group. Cari 
or Sarah will lead the program if you are not comfortable doing that.  

Next event:
September 19  Topic: TBD  @Salem UCC
October 17   Topic: TBD  @Salem UCC

Christian Education continued...



Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he 
is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.     --1 John 3:2

It's the first day of school. You've seen a lot of first days of school in your life. Some years you have felt a thrill of 
excitement as this sea of people swirls around you. Somewhere in the noise and chaos is a journey that's all yours. 
Someday, maybe someday soon, these people brushing past you will be friends that you can talk with. Joke around 
with. Together you'll have the world by the tail. It's going to be amazing.

But maybe today, you don't feel that. You just feel weary. You already know that the first day of school can go a 
lot of different ways. Some people you thought might be friends have turned out to be just acquaintances, at best. 
Some have turned out to be people you're better off to avoid unless you have self-esteem made of steel. They're the 
kind of people who somehow make you feel like less, just by looking at you in a certain way. 

Maybe after enough first days of school, you are not really sure you were cut out for this at all. Whatever it is 
that other people seem to have, you don't. You don't feel smart enough, attractive enough, cool enough, or confident 
enough to deal with another year of this. Not everyone has these kinds of feelings. But if you do, you are not alone.

Why? 

For lots of reasons, it can be hard to feel good about who you are. This is not only a youth experience. It's a 
human experience. Some of us are struggling to overcome negative messages we have gotten from others in the 
past. Some are dealing with mental health challenges like depression, anxiety, or addiction. Some are disappointed by 
our grades, our looks, our abilities, or our reputation. These feelings can be especially strong, even devastating, for 
young people, because you are in the middle of figuring out who you are in the world. As you do that, you collide right 
into all the people who have an interest in telling you who you are. 

No matter what anyone tells you--whether it's the media, or a big corporation, or the popular girl in your English 
class--there is only One who can tell you the whole truth about who you are: the One who created you. God knows 
everything about you. God knows the parts of you that you don't even know yet. And there's one thing that you can 
know for certain: there is no part of you that is bad, evil, or unqualified for the kingdom of God. We all make mistakes 
and fall short of God's perfect standard, but thanks to Jesus' death and resurrection, we are all bound for glory. 

Read the verse from 1 John at the top of this message. This is deep and mind-blowing stuff. Somehow the God 
who created all of time, space, and matter, is like us, who cannot reliably keep track of our own belongings. And in 
some mystical way, God is in the process of showing us who we are by showing us who God is. 

This year in youth gatherings and activities, we will spend some time reflecting on what it means to be "rooted 
in Christ." Our identity does not come from the things we can or can't do. Even when harsh winds blow, our very 
being is rooted in the living God. The first day of school can't even touch that.

One with you in Christ, 

Cathy Kwilinski, on behalf of the Salem Youth Ministry Team 
~Janet Dahl, Cara Bahr, Nathan Bahr, Sarah Pundt, and Cathy Kwilinski~
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Upcoming Events
Rally Day Sunday, September 15, 9:00 - 10:00AM

Rally Day is a new event at Salem! In the past we have had a kickoff breakfast to start the Sunday School year. This 
year we will still share a potluck breakfast, but we'll be kicking off the 2019-20 year for all of the committees and 
groups of our church. You will have a chance to learn about many other ways to belong and be involved at Salem. Did 
you know: many church committees and groups are not limited to adults? Are you interested in music as a part of 
worship? Service and outreach to the community? Making Salem a more vibrant and welcoming place? Check out all the 
opportunities on Rally Day!

Youth Kickoff Sunday, September 15, 6:30 PM - 8:00PM (then 1st Sunday of each month)

Youth Gathering is a place for all middle and high school students to explore your faith. Consider this: there are many 
groups, clubs, and teams that you can participate in as you journey through your teen years. Unlike most of them, Salem 
Youth does not require: membership fees, uniforms, auditions, or competition. All you need to bring is yourself, just as 
you are*. You can always bring a friend, too! Youth Kickoff on September 15 will include a world drumming ensemble!  
(No percussion experience necessary.) After September 15, Youth Gathering will be held on the first Sunday evening of 
each month from 6:30 PM to 8:00PM. Youth Gathering generally includes a brief time of worship, a light snack, and an 
activity of some kind, whether it's service, learning, or just enjoying fun and games together. 

*Well, technically you also need to bring signed registration, medical, and consent forms. You and your parent or 
guardian can take care of all the paperwork at Rally Day--see above! If you miss Rally Day, you can contact  
Janet (jdahl@salemchurchverona.org) or Cara (cbahr@salemchurchverona.org) to get the necessary forms.

Youth Drumming

Music is one of the primary ways we worship. There is a profound connection through the ages of 
music and the spirit. The Youth Ministry Team identified “Rooted in Christ” as the theme for this year. 
We want to tap into that connection with God the Creator, God the Son and God the Spirit as well 
as with one another. Our heart beat unites us. It is what we all have in common. And, many cultures 
use percussion, whether it be body percussion or instruments in worship.  The youth will have an 

opportunity to develop basic drumming skills and techniques, create drumming rhythms to accompany songs, and 
experience the use of drums with prayer, psalms and biblical storytelling. Most importantly, we will incorporate who we 
are and how we are rooted in Christ through drumming. The September Youth Nite will introduce world drumming, with 
the first ensemble rehearsal being September 29th, 6:30-7:30PM. The youth drumming ensemble will continue the third 
Sunday of the month.

Youth Calendar
Sept 15 9:00 - 10AM Rally Sunday (Potluck kickoff event for Sunday School)

Sept 15 10:15AM Worship 

Sept 15 6:30 - 8PM Youth Nite Kickoff (Including 1st-ever World Drumming Ensemble!)

Sept 29 6:30 - 7:30PM Drumming Ensemble

Oct 6 6:30 - 8PM Youth Nite*

Nov 3 6:30 - 8PM Youth Nite*

*Youth Nite will be held 6:30 - 8PM on the first Sunday of every month
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Social Justice Corner

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?      --Micah 6:8

Fifty years ago, a group of youth living in Bismarck, North Dakota, noticed a big problem. All around them, abundant 
wheat fields stretched far beyond the horizon. But in countries far away, people were forced to walk miles each day 
just to provide basic food and clean water for their families. The teens of Bismarck thought, if others are forced to 
walk just to live, what if we choose to walk with them? More than a thousand people walked in that first CROP Walk, 
raising money and awareness for the hungry around the world. 

Of course, the problem of hunger has not disappeared, despite the progress we have made. Today in the United States, 
1 in 8 people--and 1 in 6 children--live with chronic food insecurity. While they may have access to food, they often have 
to skip meals, eat cheaper and less nutritious food, or choose between food and other essentials like health care or 
housing. In the world, 1 in 8 people live with severe food insecurity, meaning they do not have access to enough food to 
live a healthy or active life. 3.1 million children die every year from malnutrition. Meanwhile, in Verona and surrounding 
communities, we spend almost all of our lives around people who have access to plenty of food every day. For us, 
hunger is out of sight and out of mind. Because we are not forced to walk for food and water, it is important that we 
walk to remember those who are.

Today there are CROP Walks all over the United States each year, raising tens of thousands of dollars to fight both 
local and global hunger. The walks do more than raise money. They also send a message of solidarity with people 
who are struggling to survive. Solidarity means more than charity. It means sharing others' burdens willingly through 
compassion and respect. 

Money raised in CROP Walks supports Church World Service in its mission to end hunger by providing both emergency 
relief and community-based programs to deal with the root causes of poverty. Church World Service is made up of 
many Christian churches who are committed to these causes, including our own United Church of Christ! 

In October 2019, as the CROP Walk celebrates its fiftieth anniversary, let's consider being a part of it! Salem has walked 
in CROP Walks in the past, both in Madison and Verona. Maybe it's time to start again. If Salem youth begin planning 
now, we can get the whole church out walking with us! Interested? Learn more and get inspired by checking out 
crophungerwalk.org. Contact any of us on the YMT:

Janet Dahl jdahl@salemchurchverona.org

Cara Bahr cbahr@salemchurchverona.org

Nathan Bahr bahr.nathan@gmail.com

Cathy Kwilinski cathykwilinski@hotmail.com

Sarah Pundt spundt@salemchurchverona.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
9:00AM – Worship
10:15AM – Fellowship

2
Labor Day 

Church Office Closed

3 4
7PM – Handbells

5
1:30PM – Women's Guild

6 7

8
9:00AM – Worship
10:15AM – Fellowship

9
Eve – Boy Scouts
6PM – YMT

10
6PM – Finance 
7PM – Council
Eve - Boy Scout  
Committee Meeting

11
6PM – BRC 
7PM – Handbells 
7PM – Chancel Choir

12 13 14
9AM – Biking

15
9:00AM – Rally Day & Potluck 
Breakfast
10:15AM – Worship
11:30AM – Fellowship 
6:30-8PM – Youth Nite Kickoff 

16
Eve – Boy Scouts

17
6:30PM – Board of  
Christian Education

18
6PM – BRC  
6:30PM – Confirmation 
Orientation 
7PM – Handbells 
7PM – Chancel Choir

19
6:30PM – Men's Fellowship  
at Kevin Booth's 
7PM – Women's Fellowship

(Koinonia)

20
6PM – Piano Recital

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER  
ARTICLES DUE

21
Piano Recital

22
9:00AM – Sunday School 
10:15AM – Worship
11:30AM – Fellowship 

23
Eve – Boy Scouts 
7PM – Book Group

24
6:30PM – Mission  
Committee 
6:30PM – Music in  
Worship

25
6PM – BRC  
6:30PM – Confirmation 
7PM – Handbells 
7PM – Chancel Choir

26  
 

27 28

29
9:00AM – Sunday School 
10:15AM – Worship
11:30AM – Fellowship 
 6:30-7:30PM – Youth Drumming

30
Eve – Boy Scouts
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SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
502 MARK DRIVE 
PO BOX 930125 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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SALEM CHURCH STAFF:
PH: 608-845-7315 
www.salemchurchverona.org
Minister:
Rev. Dr. Mark E. Yurs 
myurs@salemchurchverona.org
Office Administrator: 
Cara Bahr 
cbahr@salemchurchverona.org 
Director of Youth Ministry 
Janet Dahl 
jdahl@salemchurchverona.org
Director of Christian Education: 
Sarah Pundt 
spundt@salemchurchverona.org
Music Director:  
Dawn Lingard
Choir Director:
Janet Dahl
Bell Choir Director: 
Carrie Coenen
Church Council President:
Scot Cullen

RALLY DAY and FALL  
WORSHIP SCHEDULE BEGINS

Sunday, September 15, 9AM 
Potluck Breakfast, Sunday School Registration,  

Committees/Small Group Fair

9:00AM - Sunday School (Begins Sept. 22) 
10:15AM - Worship

Wk of Sept 1: 
Jeremiah 2:4-13 
Psalm 81:1, 10-16 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
Luke 14:1, 7-14
Wk of Sept 8: 
Jeremiah 18:1-11 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
Philemon 1:1-21 
Luke 14:25-33

Wk of Sept 15: 
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 
Psalm 14 
1Timothy 1:12-17 
Luke 15:1-10
Wk of Sept 22: 
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 
Psalm 79:1-9 
1Timothy 2:1-7 
Luke 16:1-13

Scripture Readings for September
Week of Sept 29: 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 
1Timothy 6:6-19 
Luke 16:19-31


