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Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass 

before you . . . . But you cannot see my face . . . .” Ex. 33:18, 19a, 20a 

 

 We need theology. 

 

 There is destabilizing turmoil all around us. Opinions are not in short supply. They are 

not doing much good. They fly around like atoms in a nuclear accelerator, crashing into one 

another; but crashing into one another is all they seem able to do. Nothing much is advanced in 

spite of all the noise that is made. Little seems to be solved. More and more people have less and 

less of a clue as to what is right. 

 

 We need God in this disastrous time of devastating turmoil. We need the God one of the 

psalmists called my hope, my rock, my salvation, my fortress, my deliverance, my refuge (Ps. 

62:5-7). 

 

 The psalmist had content to his faith, but do we? We believe in God, to be sure, but our 

believing can seem vague and ill-defined. That is a problem because a vague, ill-defined belief in 

God is no match for the aggressive deterioration happening around us. If our faith in God is 

going to do us any good, then we need to have some substance behind it and be able to say what 

it is we believe when we say we believe in God. Faith needs content. 

 

 That is where theology comes in. Theology is disciplined reflection on God toward 

knowing and describing who God is. The more we know about God the better able we are to call 

upon him. The more we understand about God the better equipped we are to rely upon him. 

 

 As a way of responding to this need for faith with content, the sermons this fall are 

theological studies that line out how God is portrayed in certain books of the Bible, one by one. 

Each sermon will draw out the traits of God the writer of that Bible book sees and proclaims. 

Last week we focused on the God of Genesis and saw that God is the one who creates, who 

judges, who calls to men and women individually, and who speaks to each generation. Today our 

attention turns to the God of the Book of Exodus. The God of Exodus is the same being as the 

God of Genesis, but the Book of Exodus shows us some different features of God’s nature and 

personality. 

 

 God has never sat for a photograph. God has never allowed himself to be seen in the 

fullness of the fullness of his glory. There are no pictures of God, but, scattered throughout the 

Book of Exodus, are several outward manifestations of God that give us insight into God. This 

morning I call your attention to several of these manifestations of God in Exodus and pause to 

say a word or two about each one. 



 

Hiddenness 

 The first manifestation of God in the Book of Exodus is not really a manifestation but the 

lack of a manifestation. The first manifestation of God in Exodus is hiddenness. God is unseen 

and silent when the book begins. Exodus opens in a most terrible time for the family of those 

who believe in the God of Genesis. The old social order those people knew during the days of 

Genesis has given away and fallen apart. A new political regime has come into power and it is 

cruel and ruthless as it seeks only to serve and to protect itself. The descendants of Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph now find themselves to be slaves after an economic catastrophe forced 

them to leave their homeland and become refugees. What they thought would save their lives 

actually brought them to still further ruin. 

 

 The first two chapters of Exodus describe that pitiful situation. It is all ruin and suffering 

and dismay. Through those first two chapters God is hidden and silent. God says nothing while 

the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph are beaten, oppressed, enslaved, and 

killed. We learn belatedly that God was not inactive at this time, but to those who lived it, it must 

have felt as though God was silent, uncaring, and nowhere to be found.  

 

 This, then, is the God with whom we are dealing even today: a God who is present in 

hiddenness. God is one who is working steadily, but in ways unseen and unheard. 

 

Burning Bush 

 We come now to the second manifestation of God in Exodus: the burning bush on Mt. 

Sinai. The God of the burning bush is a God who attracts attention in some out of the way place, 

not first in the palaces of human power. The burning was but a glimmer in the distance that 

caught the eye of Moses, a refugee serving as a shepherd in a foreign land. Something in the light 

drew Moses closer and closer, till he was captivated by it. God didn’t push Moses forward or 

force him to move in a certain direction. God drew him. God attracted him. God wooed him. 

 

 The God who attracts attention through the burning bush is self-revealing. Somehow – 

whether it was a voice from the flames or an inner realization inside Moses’ soul – God revealed 

himself to be the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Ex. 3:6), gathering up all that long history 

from the Book of Genesis. When Moses asked for a more specific name, God put on an 

enigmatic nametag and said: “I am who I am” or, as some translate it, “I will be who I will be” 

(3:14). And God told Moses his heart and his mind as well as his name. God says he has seen the 

plight of his people, he has heard their cries, he has come down to help them, and he will deliver 

them from their trouble (3:7-12). God woos Moses to him and then bares his heart and his plan.. 

 

 This God who attracts and reveals is humble. Later we shall see some of God’s massive 

power. But just now, though God is blazingly present in the fiery bush, the flames of God’s 

presence do not consume the bush. Theologian Katherine Sonderegger identifies this as the 

humility of God.
1
 The bush is on fire, but it is not burned up; God steps blazingly into the world 

without insisting on taking up all the space. God humbly mingles and does not arrogantly 

                                                 
1
 Katherine Sonderegger, Systematic Theology, Vol. 1, The Doctrine of God (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2015), p. xix-

xxi, 80ff. 



mangle. In a popular idiom, God is God, to be sure, but God does not insist on being the “bride at 

every wedding or the corpse at every funeral.” God is humble without taking a back seat. 

 

Shepherd’s Staff 

 I pass now to a third manifestation of God in Exodus: the shepherd’s staff. While he was 

still at the burning bush Moses wanted from God some sign to show to prove to people that he 

had actually talked with God. God told him to use his shepherd’s staff as the sign (4:1-5). 

 

 Extrapolating on this a bit, I am suggesting that mighty God reveals himself through 

ordinary means. I suspect there was nothing glamorous about that staff in Moses’ hand. It was 

worn. It was used. It was nicked and scraped. It had what The Antiques Road Show calls patina. 

But that very ordinary thing, so absolutely common, was the thing God chose as the sign. It is 

not only miraculously burning yet not consumed bushes that reveal God; God is displayed in the 

ordinary ordinaries. 

 

 Extrapolating a bit further, the staff can be seen not just as a piece of wood but as the 

symbol of a role, a task. It is impossible to think of the shepherd’s staff without thinking of a 

shepherd. So God gives the sign of a human instrument. God works through people. God works 

through his servants.  

 

 Do you want to know if God is around? Do you want proof that God is doing anything 

today? Look to the servants – not the Pharaohs, not the power brokers – look to the servants, 

look to ordinary human instruments and see in them the hand of the power and purpose of God. 

God makes himself known through the humble work of humble people who give of themselves 

for the sake of others. 

 

Cloud 

 Now there comes a fourth manifestation of God in Exodus. I have called your attention so 

far to hiddenness, to the burning bush, and to the shepherd’s staff. We now skip over several 

chapters of Exodus and come to the time when, at last, the slaves are delivered from Egypt. God 

goes visibly before them in their exodus from Egypt; God goes before them in a cloud by day 

and a pillar of fire by night (13:21-22). We can give our attention now just to the cloud. The 

fourth manifestation of God in Exodus is a cloud. 

 

 Throughout scripture and not just in Exodus or even not just in the Old Testament, a 

cloud is often a symbol of the presence of the glory of God. The ancient Hebrews gave this a 

special name. They called it the Shekinah. It is the fullness of the goodness of the glory of God 

present in an enveloping way.
2
 

 

 Marvel a moment at the image of the cloud. There are two features of the cloud I want to 

point out. One is that the cloud is above the people as they leave Egypt. Let that elevation stand 

for the exaltation of God. God is always higher than we. God is heavenly. God is come to earth 

and down to earth but is not of the earth. There is an excellence in God that is high and above 

everything we can know or think. 

                                                 
2
 D. Moody, “Shekinah,” Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, Vol. 4, ed. by George Arthur Buttrick, et. al. 

(Nashville: Abingdon, 1962), p. 317-319. 



 

 The other aspect of the cloud is that it is a mist. The exalted God is satisfied to appear as 

a mist, as something almost without substance. Mist is certainly something without apparent 

strength or stability. Yet this mist is the God who defeated Pharaoh, the most powerful political 

force on earth at the time. I can see in the cloud an anticipation of the Apostle Paul’s 

proclamation, “God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger 

than human strength” (1 Cor. 1:25). 

 

Manna 

 The fifth manifestation of God I find in Exodus is not so much a manifestation of God as 

it is a gift from God. Still, the text calls it a demonstration of the glory of God (16:7). Since the 

text calls it a demonstration I feel at liberty to call the gift a manifestation. I am referring, of 

course, to the manna in the wilderness, to that mysterious heaven-sent bread God supplied each 

day throughout the long wilderness wandering. 

 

 The manna shows that God is a God who provides for our needs. To borrow language 

from the Lord’s Prayer, God does provide daily bread. There is not necessarily anything lavish 

about the daily bread God provides, just as there was nothing lavish about the manna. It is daily 

bread, not always a full banquet. It is enough to sustain. We can rely upon God for enough. 

 

 The manna also shows that God is a God of mercy. The people of the exodus quickly 

became fearful, and in their fear they became forgetful and ungrateful. God had just delivered 

them mightily, but they ran out of food in the wilderness and complained to Moses and to God. 

They regretted leaving Egypt. God responded to their complaint with the gracious gift of manna. 

So the manna is a demonstration that the glory of God is to show goodness even to the 

ungrateful. 

 

Mountain 

 From the manna we turn to the mountain. The mountain and what happens all around it is 

the sixth manifestation of God in Exodus.  

 

 The mountain is Sinai, where Moses had seen the burning bush. Following the cloud by 

day and the fire by night, Moses led the people to Sinai. They are now about to receive the Ten 

Commandments. The people are camped at the foot of the mountain, and the mountain seems to 

come alive with noise. There is thunder. There is lightning. There is a thick cloud. There is a 

trumpet. There is smoke. And the whole mountain seems to shake. Heretofore the most powerful 

thing this people had seen was Pharaoh complete with his minions the taskmasters and his army 

of horses and chariots. The crack of those old whips and the thunder of the hoof beats of the 

horses and the rumble of the rolling wheels of the chariots all seemed nothing now in comparison 

to what was happening around this mountain: thunder and trumpets and lightning and smoke all 

enough to make the whole place shake with the power of the presence of God. 

 

 O friends! Never let yourself believe in a little God powerless against the forces that are 

against us. The God who is our God, the God who is our present help in time of need (Ps. 46:1) 

may show up as but a mist, but that mist has the power of thunder and lightning and blaring 



trumpets and shaking mountains. This is the God in whom we can believe and place our trust 

today. 

 

Tent 

 There is one more manifestation of God in Exodus I want to share with you. It is the 

symbol of the tent.  

 

 The tent was the meeting place between God and the people. Those who sought the Lord 

for whatever reason – for whatever prayer, whatever hope, whatever request – would gather 

outside this special tent. Moses would go in the tent and the cloud – again that Shekinah – would 

descend. The mighty God of the shaking mountain met with people in the quiet tent. The God 

who is able to do all things needful deals gently with you. 

 

 Looking back upon the ground we have covered this morning, I have touched upon seven 

manifestations of God that appear in the Book of Exodus: hiddenness, the burning bush, the 

shepherd’s staff, the cloud, the manna, the mountain, and the tent. The purpose of a sermon like 

this is not to survey the contents of an old book but to ask you to believe and to rely upon this 

God of yesterday who is the God of today. 

 

 What help have we against the devastating, destructive, and destabilizing turmoil that is 

all around us? Not the help of any golden calf we might make. We have the help of the God who 

is. We have the help of this God who appears hidden, who can seem but a mist, and yet who is 

thunderously powerful through humble servants in out of the way places, a God who provides 

daily bread, grand deliverance, and who is ready to meet with you in the quietest of places to 

summon you to action and to bring you comfort. 

 

 Next week we will think of the God of Isaiah. For now, let us give thanks for the God of 

Exodus who is with us today. 


