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But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 

him, just as he told you.   Mk. 16:7 

 

 The New Testament, even as it tells about Easter Day, does not linger long at the empty 

tomb. The Bible writers put the focus not on where Jesus was but on where he will be. 

 

 This is a faith we have to work at getting into us. The Christian is not the person who 

simply believes something marvelous happened in the past. The Christian is one who believes 

there can be a living encounter with Jesus today. The difference is the difference between a dead 

tradition and a living hope; it is the difference between a religion that is dull and vital faith that is 

full of excitement; it is the difference between something you have to lug around with you and 

something that carries you and makes life worth living. I want to evangelize you not into 

believing that the tomb was empty, though I believe the tomb was empty; I want to evangelize 

you into believing the more exciting, liberating, and life-giving truth that the Lord Christ himself 

can appear to you in your present-day experience. Unless we have a faith like that, a faith that 

believes in real, living encounters with Jesus, the church is destined to be a relic and Christianity 

an afterthought of no real significance in our lives. 

 

 A text to shape this vital faith that makes life worth living is Mark 16:7: “. . . he is going 

ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” Now, that word, minus the 

geographical reference to Galilee, applies to you and to me. This is the Easter faith that matters: 

Jesus is going ahead of you and you will see him as he promised. 

 

 But how shall he appear to us and how shall we recognize him when he shows up in our 

lives? I do not rule out the possibility that his appearance may take the form of some vision 

splendid, but we may be on firmer ground if we look for the Risen Christ to show himself to us 

in ways more subtle than mystical. So how shall he appear to us? 

 

 We can range through the Master’s teaching to gather some hints as to his appearing. 

 

We may see the Lord in the last and the least. 

 This is the teaching of Matthew 25. There Jesus speaks of being fed when he was hungry, 

welcomed when he was a stranger, clothed when he was naked, cared for when he was sick, and 

visited when he was in prison. As he tells about it, people wonder when they saw him hungry or 

a stranger, naked or sick or in prison. And Jesus answers them in that telling line, “as you did it 

to one of the least . . . you did it to me” (Mt. 25:40). So the Lord’s own teaching is that he will 

show up in life today as someone in need. 

 



 This was the faith perspective of the Daughters of St. Mary in Cairo, Egypt. For a time 

our Southwest Wisconsin Association of the United Church of Christ was in partnership with the 

Daughters of St. Mary, a group of Coptic nuns. Some of you may remember when one of those 

nuns, Sr. Agape, spoke here a number of years ago. Sr. Agape told of the origins of the day care 

center run by the sisters. The Coptic Christians were persecuted, largely economically, by the 

Muslim majority. The sisters worked primarily with Christians who were forced to live in the 

garbage dump. One day there was a knock on their door. A Muslim mother stood there with a 

baby in her arms. She asked the nuns if they would please take care of her baby. They took the 

baby in. They were later criticized for it – how could you, they were reprimanded, how could 

you befriend someone so cruel to us? The sisters said that to them taking in that baby was 

receiving Christ; he was in that child; to reject him would have been to reject the Lord. 

 

 Right there is the possibility of his appearing amongst us today. The other day the nightly 

news had a video of a ten-year-old boy crying at the southern border of the United States. He had 

come up to a uniformed border patrol officer and he was desperately afraid. He had been 

abandoned by the smugglers who had brought him up from deeper south in Central America. 

They just left him alone on the barren terrain. And he was afraid – afraid of being robbed, afraid 

of being kidnapped, afraid of being killed. Tears streamed from his face as he told the officer of 

his plight. If we take seriously “As you did it to one of the least . . .  you did it to me,” then Jesus 

was in that boy; his face was the face of the Risen Lord. “I am going ahead of you . . . there you 

will see me.” We can see Jesus today in the last and the least, the poor and the marginalized and 

the helpless. 

 

We may see the Lord in the broken. 

 This is the teaching of the Upper Room. Jesus took a loaf of bread, blessed and broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples saying, “This is my body broken for you.” (cf. 1 Cor. 11:23-24 mg). 

With that powerful and unforgettable symbol, Jesus identified with the broken. 

 

 This was the experience of two disciples in their Emmaus home. It was the evening of the 

first Easter. They had just walked home from Jerusalem and they were crestfallen because of the 

tragedy of Good Friday and hadn’t yet the ability to factor in the resurrection. The Risen Lord 

walked and talked with them along their way from Jerusalem to Emmaus, but for some unknown 

reason they never recognized him along the way. But then, at supper in their house, Jesus took 

bread, broke it, and gave it to them, and suddenly they saw it was Jesus (Lk.24:30-31). 

Something about the broken bread made the Lord Christ known and his presence real and felt. 

 

 This was the Lord’s way of appearing to me when I was in Nairobi quite a number of 

years ago. It was no grand mystical experience – no vision – but it was real nonetheless. My 

hosts had me at a huge Presbyterian church where I spoke. I don’t know how many people were 

in the sanctuary that Sunday morning, perhaps as many as 400. I was the only one among that 

throng who was white. I was conscious of difference – different skin, different accents, different 

everything – and I was uncomfortable. But then came the Communion Service. The bread was 

broken and the cup was shared. And every bit of difference melted away. The Living Christ 

somehow made himself known in the broken, and I could see and feel a Christian unity that 

morning in the crowded African sanctuary. “This is my body broken for you.”  Jesus reached 



Nairobi long before I arrived. “I am going ahead of you . . . there you will see me.” We can see 

Jesus today in the broken. 

 

We may see the Lord in our own faithfulness. 

 This is the teaching of Matthew 6, which is part of the Sermon on the Mount. There Jesus 

spoke about the life of prayer. Among the things he said was this, “Go into your room . . . and 

pray . . . in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you” (Mt. 6:6). And later, on 

Maundy Thursday in the Upper Room, he said, “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 

abide in me and I in them bear much fruit . . .” (Jn. 15:5). Somehow the Lord makes himself 

known and brings us his blessing by way of our devotional faithfulness. 

 

 This was an observation of theologian John Baillie. He taught that our knowledge of God 

in this life isn’t something that comes to us directly as if by a profound miracle of sight and it is 

not inferred as if we have to sit down and think it up. Rather, John Baillie taught, our knowledge 

of God grows through worship and prayer and devotional practice, among other things. In the 

language of John 15, the more we abide in Christ the more we become aware of the abiding of 

Christ along with us.
1
 

 

 I imagine you join me in this confession. The more you pray on a regular basis, the more 

you worship, the more you sing your hymns and read your Bible, the closer heaven seems and 

the nearer and more real God becomes. “Abide in me as I abide in you.” “Go into your room . . . 

and pray . . . in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” “I am going ahead of 

you . . . there you will see me.” We can see Jesus today in our faithfulness to devotion. 

 

We may see Jesus in our fellowship. 

 This is the teaching of Matthew 18:20: “For where two or three are gathered in my name, 

I am there among them.” The fellowship of Christian togetherness communicates the presence of 

Christ. 

 

 Something like this has been behind the deep hunger for in person worship. We may have 

trouble articulating it, but somewhere down in our souls we know that we meet Jesus in 

community with others. The whole body of the church – imperfect and human as it is – makes 

the Lord Christ known or – better still – through the body of the church Christ makes himself 

known. 

 

 And there is another idea to put alongside this one. One of the early church leaders, St. 

Augustine, a pastor in Africa who lived from 354 to 430, saw not just the church but the home in 

Matthew 18:20. The two who are together are a couple; the third is a child. Augustine found that 

the two or three who are together are a family and Christ appears in their midst.
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 Back in my Belvidere days there was an article in the paper about a former teacher at 

Rockford College. She had received all kinds of awards, established a center at the college, and 

spoke around the world. Her achievements were many, and she credited the partnership she had 
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with her husband. “Without it,” she said, “I couldn’t have done it. With it, I could do almost 

anything.”
3
 

 

 More than 100 years ago there was a theological seminary going through some kind of 

terrible ordeal. It put a lot of stress on the administrator, but he always appeared composed and at 

ease. A friend asked him one day how he could remain so even-keeled under the terrible pressure 

he was facing. “It is simple,” the man replied, “I am happy at home.”
4
 

 

 Surely something like that has been the experience of many of us here today. We have 

seen the Lord in the familiar and tender face of our spouse – that one who has surrendered their 

life to ours so that our dream is their dream, our aches is their ache, our success is their success, 

and our failure is their failure, too – that one with whom there is such sharing of life that two 

have become one. 

 

 “Where two or three are gathered, there I am.” “I am going ahead of you . . . there you 

will see me.” We can see Jesus today in the fellowship of love. 

 

 So I come back now to the evangelizing I want to do, the asking you to believe 

something. I ask you to believe in the empty tomb, to be sure, but please don’t make that the 

whole of your Resurrection faith. I ask your Easter faith to be not just that Christ rose from the 

dead but that he roams through your life now. He goes ahead of you and you will see him in your 

life now. Believe that Jesus can and does turn up in your ordinary days in any of the forms we 

have mentioned as well as others, believe that Jesus can and does appear in your life, and you 

will have a living faith that makes life worth living. He is going ahead of you, and you will see 

him as he promised.  
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