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When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said 

to her, “Woman, what concern is that you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother 

said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”   Jn. 2:3-5  

 

 Being a Christian does not make you immune from problems but it does supply you with 

a strategy for dealing with your problems. My work in this sermon is to line out this strategy for 

you. 

 

 The materials for today’s sermon come from the story of the wedding at Cana, a passage 

sufficient to show that people of faith are not immune from trouble. We don’t know whose 

wedding this was; the names of the bride and groom are not given. There is reason to suppose 

that someone in the wedding party was a relative to Mary and Jesus, for both of them are among 

the invited guests, and Mary seems to take on special concern if not ownership when a problem 

arises during the wedding reception. For reasons unknown, the wine gave out, bringing 

disappointment to the guests and opening the hosts to a charge of poor hospitality. None of the 

religious faith present in the ceremony itself, in the couple, in their families, or in their guests, 

including Mary, the favored one of God, and Jesus, the Son of God – none of the religious faith 

present that day kept the trouble from happening. Religious faith does not make us immune from 

problems arising in our lives. 

 

 But our Christianity does supply us with a strategy for contending with the problems that 

come our way. We can find that strategy by taking special note of Mary’s behavior after the 

situation went south at the wedding in Cana. Mary shows us there are two ways to handle a 

problem like a Christian. The two ways work together in tandem. The first is to trust that Jesus 

cares and the second is to do what he tells us to do. Let’s look at both of these in turn and they 

try to bring them into the present day. 

 

Trust that Jesus Cares 

 The first thing Mary does when she learns that something has gone wrong at the wedding 

reception is to trust that Jesus cares about it. She takes the problem to Jesus. 

  Have we trials and temptations? 

  Is there trouble anywhere? 

  We should never be discouraged; 

  Take it to the Lord in prayer.
1
 

That is just what Mary did, and it is just what we can do. There is no issue that can face us that is 

too small for his interest. Someone had a project to do around their house and they went to one of 

the big construction companies for a bid. The answer came back that the project was too small 
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for their firm. Jesus isn’t like that. Nothing is too trivial. If it matters to us it matters to him. We 

can take all our problems to Jesus in the trust that he cares. 

 

 Mary does not immediately receive from Jesus the answer she is hoping to get. He 

doesn’t say, “I’ll get right on that, Ma; don’t you worry.” His answer is odd. Even those who 

know Greek well have a hard time translating the part that gets rendered, “Woman, what concern 

is that to you and to me?”
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 Even if the oddness of his answer somehow gets smoothed away, the 

fact that he postponed action lingers. “My hour is not yet come.” I daresay everyone here has an 

experience like that: you’ve taken something to Jesus in prayer but his answer has not been 

forthcoming. 

 

 Still Mary went on trusting that Jesus would act. She went on trusting that Jesus would 

care enough about the situation to do something about it. She went straight to the servants – that 

she felt she had the authority to do so is a strong indication the wedding is somehow in the 

family – she went straight to the servants and told them to do whatever he’d tell them to do. His 

answer to her was enigmatic but she was sure there was action in it somewhere, somehow. So the 

clue for us is to be persistent, to go on trusting – in spite of unanswered prayer – that Jesus cares. 

 

 There is the first step in the strategy for handling your problems like a Christian. Trust 

that Jesus cares. I move now to the second step in the strategy. 

 

Do What Jesus Tells You to Do 

 The second step in the strategy for handling your problems like a Christian is to do what 

Jesus tells you to do. One of our Lord’s preferred ways of working is to involve people in 

performing the miracle he wants to perform. His ability is such that he does not need people to 

work alongside him but he wants people to work alongside him. In this case, the help of servants 

is enlisted. Elsewhere he has people let down their fishing nets or pass our bread. So our working 

philosophy might run as follows: we may get into trouble without the help of Jesus but he won’t 

in most cases get us out of trouble without our help. 

 

 The thing Jesus asks of us may seem odd. The issue at the wedding in Cana is that they 

ran out of wine. Our Lord’s response to empty wine vessels is more water for the purification 

jars. 

 

 Though the thing Jesus asks us to do may seem odd, it is well within reach. In terms of 

the text, the servants could not go to a store for more wine, and still less could they make more. 

But they could fetch water. Jesus asked them to do the simple thing they could do, and that was 

sufficient to solve the problem that heretofore was besetting. 

 

 The strategy for handling your problems like a Christian is to trust and obey. Trust that 

Jesus cares and do what Jesus says. 

 

Example of the Strategy in Action 

 To put a contemporary spin on this, look to examples from our own day of people putting 

this into practice. There are examples from public life, congregational life, and personal life. 
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 My example from public like is Martin Luther King, Jr. The problem he saw was racial 

injustice. That was something he took to Jesus in prayer as a Christian pastor and preacher. The 

thing he was led to do was to organize non-violent protests such as boycotts and marches. He 

could not change anyone’s mind, but he could use the words of his sermons to help people 

imagine a new way of life.
3
 He trusted Jesus cared about the predicament of African Americans, 

and he did what he believed Jesus told him to do. 

 

 My congregational examples of putting the strategy from Cana into practice are three in 

number. The first is that our church was in a financial hole that was getting deeper. Our 

congregation’s lay leaders took the matter to Jesus in prayer. The Lord’s answer seemed to be, 

“Ask the people to be the stewards scripture calls them to be.” We did just that, you responded as 

you did, and we ended 2019 with a positive balance and ahead of schedule as far as knocking 

back the building loan is concerned. 

 

 Neither of my second two examples from congregational life has achieved their full 

results as yet; we are still filling those water jars, as it were. Both concern our congregation’s 

response to a public problem. Global warming is a major issue. Church leaders have prayed 

about it in the trust that Jesus cares. We believe he’s telling us to plant trees. So our Mission 

Committee is organizing a way for our people to be involved in planting 2020 trees in 2020. 

 

 Or again, the refugee crisis is real. Church leaders here have prayed about it in the trust 

that Jesus cares. We believe he’s told us to hang pictures on our walls and invite people to come 

see them and read about them. So the Building Bridges Exhibit is being useful here in our 

building, in the newspapers, both The Verona Press and The Wisconsin State Journal, and over 

social media. All these are raising awareness by telling stories. 

 

 As for examples from personal life, put that to the test yourself. Whatever issue you face, 

whatever depleted wine, trust that Jesus cares and then do what he tells you to do. There is no 

immunity from problems, but there is a proven strategy for dealing with your problems. It is to 

trust and obey Jesus.  
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