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Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. Jn.14:9b 

 

 Since mid-September we have been turning to various books of the Bible and seeing how 

those books depict the nature and character of God. 

 

 The purpose behind these studies has been to give your faith some handles to take hold of 

and hang on to when so much is under a threat of slipping away or collapsing altogether. We 

want to be able to say along with the psalmist, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present 

help in trouble” (Ps. 46:1). But who is this God, what is the strength God offers, and how does 

one find the refuge God extends? We have been opening the Bible and studying the various 

descriptions of the God of yesterday and today so we can know the hope and help of God now 

and in the days to come. 

 

 This set of sermons on the nature of God closes today with this thought: God is like 

Jesus. 

 

 The disciple Philip learned this doctrinal lesson in the Upper Room on Maundy 

Thursday. He had been listening to Jesus that night. He had been paying attention and doing his 

best to understand. He had just heard Jesus mention the Father, meaning God, three times in a 

brief span. And, perhaps weary of parables and symbols and Jesus’ often roundabout way of 

speaking, Philip blurted out, “Show us the Father and we will be satisfied.” Jesus looked at him 

and said, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” 

 

 That gives us our line of thought today. God is like Jesus. But what does it mean? Where 

does that line of thought take us? For an answer we can glance through the four Gospels of the 

New Testament. They give a picture of Jesus and that picture of Jesus gives us a glimpse into 

God. There are three parts of this picture I want to show you today. 

 

God is frustrated with us 

 Before we turn to any other page of the New Testament, there is something of importance 

to see in the passage immediately before us. If God is like Jesus, then God is frustrated with us. 

 

 We can hear the frustration in the Lord’s voice in his exchange with Philip. Jesus takes in 

Philip’s request – “Show us the Father” – and is immediately grieved by it. It frustrates him that 

his three years of teaching have not gotten through. “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, 

and you still do not know me?” The Twelve were the closest to him. They had seen the most. 

They had heard the most. But here, at this late hour, at least one of them hadn’t caught on and 

Jesus was frustrated by that. 

 



 Jesus had expressed frustration before. This wasn’t the first time in the Gospels he felt as 

if he were at his wits’ end. Earlier there was a scene involving an epileptic boy. He was brought 

to a group of Jesus’ disciples. Jesus was not with them at the time, but those disciples had been 

given the gift of healing. They tried diligently to help the boy. They failed. An argument ensured. 

The disciples argued amongst themselves over how to conduct a healing. Onlookers called them 

foolish for thinking they could heal. The boy’s father begged them to keep trying. Jesus at last 

came upon the huddled cluster of people speaking all at once, asked what was going on, and, 

upon hearing what it was about, muttered in clear frustration, “You faithless generation, how 

much longer must I be with you?” (Mk. 9:19) 

 

   Again there was the time he spoke a lament over Jerusalem. That Holy City, rich with 

every opportunity for the blessings of faith, kept turning from them rather than embracing them. 

It broke the Lord’s heart and he said, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem . . . . How often have I desired to 

gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not 

willing!” (Lk. 13:34) 

 

 Again there was the conversation with Nicodemus. Jesus tried to get into his soul the idea 

that receiving the truth of God gives a person a whole new and wonderful outlook. It was all 

right there in the books and liturgy and doctrine Nicodemus had at his disposal; but the wind of a 

new idea was getting through to him. And Jesus, as dumbfounded by that as he was frustrated, 

said to Nicodemus, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?” 

(Jn. 3:10) 

 

 The New Testament shows us a Jesus who clearly got frustrated with the faithful. Now 

our thought-line today is that God is like Jesus. Extend that line into the present and find a God 

who gets frustrated with us. Over what? Let the answer come from a British theologian who 

taught in Canada. He was asked one day what he hoped to accomplish that year in his summer 

school course. He said, 

What I shall be saying to my class, in substance, is: Look! This is the biggest 

thing that ever was! And we Christians, most of us, still haven’t appreciated its 

size. We’ve been Christians for years and years, and yet we haven’t fully grasped 

it.
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We don’t have to be in that theologian’s summer school class to be like his students. We are all 

Philip-like. We are all Nicodemus-like. We have been Christians for years and years and still 

have yet to grasp the full measure of it. And that is frustrating to God, I am sure. 

 

 Let’s move along to add something else to the portrait of God the Gospels paint when 

they show us Jesus. 

 

God is love alongside the frustration 

 When my mother would get frustrated over the antics of us boys, she would say, “Ach, 

you boys! I can’t get along with you and I can’t get along without you!” She was just as ready to 

put up with us as she was put out with us. There was sharpness in her voice but it was softened 

by an unbreakable love. 
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 Something like that, I think, has to be in the inflection we use in reading verse 9 aloud. 

There is clear frustration in Jesus’ voice – “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you 

still do not know me?” – but the frustration is softened by unbreakable love. “Ach, Philip, have I 

been with you all this time, and you still don’t know?” 

 

 The Lord’s attitude toward Philip in the Upper Room had to have been rather like the 

attitude he had toward that rich young man on an earlier day in his ministry. There came to Jesus, 

I am sure you remember, a young man who was well-to-do. He thought of himself as religious 

and he identified himself as a spiritual seeker. Jesus, I think, had to have been smiling all the 

while he heard the young man talk. He was altogether true, altogether innocent, altogether 

idealistic, and altogether wrong. Mark doesn’t say Jesus was smiling as he listened to the man go 

on, but he says Jesus looked at him and loved him. (Mk. 10:21) 

 

 Or again there was that needy crowd that sought Jesus out in the countryside. Jesus had 

tried to get away with his disciples for some R & R. But the crowd followed him with their pleas, 

their beckoning arms, their eyes full of desperation, their hearts broken, and the bellies empty. 

The Lord couldn’t turn them away. I imagine he was frustrated his vacation ended, but he looked 

upon that heart-wrenching sight of a crowd and had compassion for those people in their need. 

(Mk. 6:34) 

 

 The New Testament shows us a Jesus who loved the people who came to him. Now our 

thought-line today is that God is like Jesus. Extend that line into the present and find a God who 

loves us. God gets frustrated with us, to be sure, but loving smiles and says, “Ach, I can’t get 

along with you and I can’t get along without you.” God loves us through our series of misdeeds. 

God loves listening to our never-ending prayers whether they be ones that come fresh from new 

suffering or whether they be those same threadbare words we string together one more time. God 

loves us. God loves you. 

 

 Let’s move along to notice a third part of the portrait of God the Gospels paint when they 

show us Jesus. We have seen that the God who is like Jesus is frustrated with us and that the God 

who is like Jesus loves us. The third part of the portrait I want to show is this. 

 

God believes in you 

 The evangelistic question is, “Do you believe in God?” The question is an important one 

and the high hope of the church in every age is for more believers to join its fold, for more and 

more people to come to know the blessings of living in friendship with God. 

 

 But there is another side to it that shouldn’t be missed. Along with the evangelistic 

question – Do you believe in God? – there is the evangelical proclamation: God believes in you! 

 

 Watch this play out in the Upper Room. There is Philip. He is all confusion, all 

ignorance. Jesus, I suppose, has every reason to give up on him and to think that Philip’s 

theological dullness will never amount to anything. But that is not at all what Jesus thinks! Jesus 

says – right there in the Upper Room – about Philip and all the others who are just as slow as 

Philip – “You are going to do the works I do and even greater works” (Jn. 14:12). And before 



leaving the Upper Room that night, Jesus saw generation after generation into the future and 

gave God thanks for all those who would come to believe in the good news because of the 

testimony of these weak and bewildered disciples. (Jn. 17:20)  

 

 A legend has it that when Jesus returned to heaven after the Ascension the angel Gabriel 

asked him what he had accomplished on the earth. Gabriel wanted to know what legacy Jesus 

left. Jesus answered that he had left eleven disciples who believe in him. Gabriel calls Jesus daft 

for doing such a thing. He says Jesus ruined the whole plan of God by leaving the whole 

enterprise to those feeble souls whose faith and courage would soon surely break. Jesus 

answered Gabriel by saying, “No. I know them and they will not fail.”
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  Jesus believed in Philip 

and the rest of the disciples, too. 

 

 The New Testament shows us a Jesus who believed in the disciples, trusting them, weak 

as they appeared. Now our thought-line today is that God is like Jesus. Extend that line into the 

present and find a God who believes in you. 

 

 My mother was the eldest of three children, three daughters born in stair-step, one year 

apart from the first to the second and the second to the third. My Aunt Marjorie was the second 

of the three. Their parents were farmers. When the girls were old enough to be kind of on their 

own but not quite old enough to help in the field, my grandparents drove their car out to where 

they were working and the girls played in it while their parents worked. There was a day my 

grandmother looked up from her hoeing and saw the car moving across the field. She shrieked to 

my grandfather, “John! John! Do something! The car is moving!” Grandpa looked up, shifted his 

Copenhagen, and said, “That’s Marjorie. She figured out how to get it going. She’ll figure out 

how to stop it.” He trusted her. He believed in her ability. 

 

 And God believes in you.  God believes your faith can move mountains, that you are the 

salt of the earth, that you are the light of the world, that the power of evil can’t defeat you, and 

that the grave won’t hold you. God may be frustrated with you, but God loves you and believes 

in you. God is sure you will do alright. 

 

 Who is God? What is God like? One sermon can’t come close to telling it all. A whole 

course of sermons can’t begin to scratch the surface. A lifetime of preaching can’t do it. But look 

to Jesus. Look steadily at him, and you will see the face of God. And never let anyone tell you 

God is anything other than what can be seen in Jesus. 
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