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He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there 

also; for that is what I came out to do.”  Mk. 1:38 

 

 Jesus left Capernaum. He could have had a long and successful career there, for the 

people of that town responded to him favorably and sought out his ministry. But just when the 

people of Capernaum were expecting more from him for Capernaum, Jesus said, “Let us go on to 

the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out 

to do.” 

 

 The thought that text leads me to today is this. If we are going to be faithful followers of 

Jesus, then we have to yet beyond our Capernaum, too. We have to see to some wider issues and 

concerns that are beyond our local ones. 

 

 To get a fuller sense of where our Christian thinking and responsibility should carry us, 

we can follow the geography of the gospel and see where Jesus’ itinerary took him beyond 

Capernaum. 

 

Jesus worked hard in Capernaum. 

 But before we watch Jesus leave Capernaum, let us remember that he worked hard in 

Capernaum and held nothing back when it came to meeting the needs of those people. He did not 

shortchange them one bit. Mark gives us a three paragraph summary of his Capernaum work, 

and three paragraphs is a lot in Mark’s way of writing. What did Jesus do in Capernaum? 

 

 Jesus taught in the synagogue of Capernaum. You who are teachers or who have done 

any teaching know that being in front of a classroom for any length of time is tiring. The amount 

of concentration required to focus on the lesson and to respond to questions is mentally and 

emotionally draining. Jesus gave himself to the tiring work of teaching in Capernaum. 

 

 Jesus healed people in Capernaum. Jesus’ healing methods seem to have been varied as 

far as we can tell from the New Testament record, but all of them may have been demanding of 

him. We know of one story, at least, in which the ministry of healing took something out of him. 

Just a little later on in Mark’s Gospel is the story of the woman who touched the hem of his robe. 

Mark says Jesus immediately felt power go forth from him when she touched just a bit of his 

garment (Mk. 5:30). So the work of healing cost Jesus something spiritually and maybe even 

physically.  

 

 Jesus healed people in Capernaum. He healed early in the day in the synagogue; he 

healed at the end of the day when he at last arrived at Peter’s house, the place he was staying; 

and he healed well into the night as people came to him with their sick and with their troubles. 



Shortchange Capernaum? Not in the slightest! He spent himself there teaching and healing, even 

well into the night. 

 

 Jesus never abandoned Capernaum. Our text for today has Jesus leaving Capernaum early 

in the morning following that long day of teaching and healing, but his departure was not 

permanent. He returned to Capernaum as early as the second chapter of Mark (2:1). He did not 

restrict himself to Capernaum but he did not abandon Capernaum.  He worked elsewhere, but he 

kept Capernaum in view. 

 

 Now let us see where else Jesus went and what his interests were beyond Capernaum. 

 

Jesus had business in Gadara. 

 His business in Gadara had to do with a man who was an outcast from society. We may 

little understand what this man’s troubles were; the New Testament’s diagnosis is that he was 

demon-possessed. His case was severe. When Jesus asked the name of the demon in the man the 

answer that came back was not a name but a number. “What is your name?” “My name is 

Legion.” (Mk. 5:9). That is a military term taken from the Roman army. When the Romans 

organized and subdivided their troops, a legion was something like 3,000 men. So this demon-

possessed man of Gadara had a whole mob of demons in him.  

 

 The severity of his case is seen not only in the number of demons inside him but also in 

the fear the town had of him. The people of Gadara did not know how to handle him so they 

banished him from society. They ostracized him and forced him to live away off by himself. And 

to further protect themselves from him, they put him in shackles and chains. If anyone went near 

him, it was probably the police, and they were probably heavily armed. 

 

 But Jesus went straight up to this ostracized man and gave him his life back. Jesus did not 

fear him but took an interest in him. He treated him with respect and restored his dignity. That 

was our Lord’s business in Gadara. 

 

 His business in Gadara also had to do with a community that put profits over people, 

economics over human welfare. You perhaps remember that a herd of pigs was somehow 

destroyed in the process or restoring health and dignity to the man chained and segregated. No 

sooner were the pigs destroyed than the pork-producers of Gadara hurried to the scene and 

wanted Jesus to leave immediately. If it came to a matter of helping desperate people have better 

lives or preserving their economy, well, they chose the economy – profits over people. Jesus had 

business with that attitude. 

 

 Jesus wants us to have business in Gadara, too. He wants us to pay attention to more than 

the health, wealth, and happiness of Capernaum. He wants us to pay attention to the marginalized 

of society who are underserved by those who hold power, by those who put the interests of the 

economy over the interests of human welfare. Being concerned about health care for all people 

and providing a safety net for people without means or denied means is no so-called liberal, 

socialist agenda. It is Christianity after the pattern of Jesus who had interests broader than 

Capernaum and went to Gadara to address them. 

 



Jesus had business in Samaria, Tyre, and Sidon.   

 To phrase the matter in this way is to take in a broad sweep of geography. Samaria, Tyre, 

and Sidon, though different have this in common: they are all areas the people of Capernaum 

were prejudiced against and thought inferior. 

 

 Animosity toward Samaritans was long-standing and deep-rooted. Barack Obama talks in 

his latest book about hearing car doors locking whenever he walked through certain areas when 

he was a young man.
1
 I don’t know what the ancient equivalent might have been that the 

Samaritans heard but the signs of discrimination against them were all around them. Most Jewish 

people went out of their way to avoid Samaritan neighborhoods. If a Samaritan happened into 

one of theirs, most Jewish people would cross the street rather than encounter them in a close-up 

way. If there were such things as water-fountains then - - you see, I have not southern 

Wisconsinized myself enough to call them bubblers - - there would have been separate water 

fountains for Jews and for Samaritans. 

 

 As for the people of Tyre and Sidon, they were Gentiles, and discrimination against 

Gentiles was long-standing. The people of Capernaum would have thought Gentiles to be 

unwelcome and unclean. There was a spirit of inclusiveness in their past, to be sure, for their 

Book of Genesis told of Noah and the Flood and God’s subsequent covenant with all people of 

all nations. But they forgot that somewhere along the way. They came to have the Book of Ezra 

among their sacred books, too; and the prophet Ezra was about as discriminatory against 

foreigners – Gentiles – as anyone could be. 

 

 Jesus crossed into Samaritan territory. He visited Gentile territory. None of it was by 

accident. He had business there, and his business in these discriminated against places was to 

treat the people there completely without prejudice. He performed in Samaria, Tyre, and Sidon 

the same ministry he performed in Capernaum. 

 

 Jesus wants us to have business in Samaria, Tyre, and Sidon, too. He wants us to address 

racial discrimination and injustice. He wants us to speak out against religious prejudice and 

intolerance. Working to name and to counter-act racism and working to promote interfaith 

cooperation is no so-called liberal, socialist agenda. It is Christianity after the pattern of Jesus 

who had interests broader than Capernaum and went to Samaria, Tyre, and Sidon to address 

them. 

 

Jesus had business in Jerusalem. 

 Jesus, Luke tells us, set his face toward Jerusalem (Lk. 9:51). 

 

 Jerusalem was the capital city. It was the seat of government. It was full of soldiers and 

politicians. It was where kings issued executive orders and signed decrees. It was where people 

with power worked to keep power. Jerusalem was where power was exercised and where power 

was abused. Jesus went there to confront it all. 

 

 Jesus wants us to have business in our Jerusalem, too. The church, instead of 

concentrating solely on its Capernaum, on the saving of souls, on prayer, on worship, on topics 
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that are supposedly religiously “safe,” the church of Jesus Christ is to address the policies of 

federal, state, and local governments. Because God has jurisdiction everywhere nothing is to be 

beyond the church’s purview. Being concerned with these matters of public policy is no so-

called liberal, socialist agenda. It is Christianity after the pattern of Jesus who had interests 

broader than Capernaum and went to Jerusalem to address them. 

 

 Now, I say all these things to you and feel good about it. We cannot rightly focus on our 

Capernaum alone. We dare not ignore Capernaum, but we also have Christ’s business to work on 

elsewhere, in Gadara, Samaria, Tyre, Sidon, and Jerusalem. 

 

 But while I say those things, I hear Dr. Blackwood in my ear. He is saying, “Tell them 

how.” He stressed what he called the preacher’s forgotten word – how.
2
 So I hear him saying, 

“Tell your people how they can get to Gadara in terms of today, and into Samaria and the Gentile 

territories, and into Jerusalem.” 

 

 Paradoxically, the best way to get to those places – at least at first – is to bring them in. 

The first step toward going out to work on these broader issues is to bring them in, to learn about 

them and to understand them. We made a good start with this prior to COVID what with our 

conversations about race and immigration, our Coins for CEVER and the Building Bridges 

display. We made a good start with our “Love over Fear” signs, our Searchlight on Islam, our 

study on Church and State and the place of the flag in the sanctuary. We have made a good start 

in all these areas, but we cannot forget them when we get past COVID. Christ has business for us 

to do here in our Capernaum, to be sure, but he wants us to have interests beyond Capernaum for 

his sake.    
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